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No plan to raise milk prices for now: NDDB

Raj Dairy to get 360° transparency push: Min

Dairy Minister directs digital overhaul of milk
cooperatives in Rajasthan

Dairy Minister directs digital overhaul...

Punjab hikes kisan credit card crop loan limits to
assist farmers

Co-op societies using drone sprayers for yields
Cooperative Bank employees caught taking bribe
CM: Formulate Rules for Bharat Taxi

Controversy over prices of fourth-grade onions;
NAFED is purchasing onions to keep prices stable

Directive to increase loan distribution by
Cooperative Agriculture and Rural Development
Bank from 130 crore to 300 crore; Panchayati
land to be given on lease to women for running
dairies and growing green fodder

Cooperative taxi aggregator service to start soon
in Maharashtra, drivers will become owners:
Fadnavis

Ensure cooperative sugar mills are brought from
loss to profit in one year

Nayab Vision... Haryana's sugar mills will turn
from loss to profit in one year

Our resolve is to take the right to justice to every
citizen - Vani Gopal Sharma Formation of Pipli
Block President Executive of PACS Employees
Federation Haryana, Ranbir Singh Umri becomes
Pipli Block President

Cooperative sugar mills running in loss, CM Saini
ordered action against idle officers-employees;
Chief Minister Nayab Saini said: Ensure bringing
sugar mills from loss to profit in one year

Target to install Compressed Biogas Plants in all
Cooperative Mills

Instructions to Computerize 100 Percent PACS in
HARCO Bank Loan of Rs 12.50 Lakh Per Family
Made Available
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Instructions to computerize 100 percent PACS in
Harco Bank

Important Dialogue Under the Leadership of
IFFCO Chairman Dileep Sanghani to Give New
Direction to India-America Agricultural
Cooperation

Regulations to be made for app-based
cooperative taxi service Millions of drivers will get
economic support and social security Health,
accident insurance and cheap loan facilities will
also be available

Amul to set up 200 crore dairy unit in Fatuha
Amul to set up 200 crore dairy unit in Fatuha
Amul to set up 200 crore dairy unit in Fatuha

Haryana's sugar mills will become profitable in
one year

Bajpur Sugar Mill and its Co-unit Distillery are in a
dilapidated state, shedding tears over their plight.

Amul to establish world's largest curd production
plant in Bengal

Amul to set up world's largest curd production
plant in Bengal Mother Dairy to sell cow's milk in
soil-degradable pouches from June 5

Announcement: Amul among the country's most
valuable milk producer brands today Amul to set
up curd production plant in Bengal

ANNOUNCEMENT Amul is among the country's
most valuable milk producer brands today Amul to
set up curd production plant in Bengal

Cooperative Bank: Contractual System Should
Start, Gunners Working Should Be Given
Dangerous Category Status

Dharwad District Cooperative Cradle: Concluded
Cooperative Cradle Undivided Dharwad District

‘Bharat Taxi' to get permission Information from
Chief Minister Fadnavis Transport Board's
‘Chhava’ App: Sarnaik Service to be provided in
Mumbai, Pune, Nagpur
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Headline

State Government to launch '‘Bharat Taxi' app on
the lines of Ola, Uber Curb on arbitrary practices
of private companies; CM directs Transport
Department to prepare regulations

Prepare Regulations for App-Based Cooperative
Taxis: Chief Minister

For the first time in Punjab, 100 percent of
sugarcane dues settled

Punjab Government Announces Big Relief for
Farmers, Increase in Cooperative Loan Limit

Punjab Government Announces Big Relief for
Farmers, Increase in Cooperative Loan Limit

Distribution of equipment to new milk producers'
cooperatives

Chief Minister gave directions in the review
meeting of the Cooperative Department under
Haryana Vision Cooperative sugar mills running in
loss, CM Saini ordered action against idle officers-
employees Chief Minister Nayab Saini said:
Ensure bringing sugar mills from loss to profit
within one year

Initiative to further strengthen India-America
agricultural cooperation in the meeting of the US-
India Business Council

From now on, E-Cooperation Telangana
Government's New Policy Draft to be released
soon

State to frame guidelines for cooperative taxi
apps: CM
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DCCB Vizag posts robust
growth, net profit jumps

Bank saw a significant improvement in asset quality last fiscal; Gross Non-Performing Assets

amount declined by 1043% to ¥49.81 crore, Gross NPA ratio improving from 3.94% to 2.92%

V. Kamalakara Rao
VISAKHAPATNAM

he District Co-oper-
T ative Central Bank
(DCCB) Ltd., Visak-

hapatnam, reported a
strong financial perfor-
mance for the fiscal year
ending March 31, 2026, dri-
ven by a diversified lending
approach and improved
asset quality.

In an exclusive inter-
view with The Hindu on
Tuesday , K. Tata Rao, who
assumed charge as the Per-
son-in-Charge (Chairman)
of the bank on June 2,
2025, attributed the suc-
cess to the institution’s
commitment to financial
inclusion and digital
expansion.

“We have seen a robust
growth of 18.74% in our to-
tal business, which rose to
12,849.78 crore,” Mr. Tata
Rao said.

“More importantly, our
net profit surged by
82.65%, reaching 3.58

Kona Tata Rao, Chairman of the
District Cooperative Central
Bank-Vizag. v RAJU

crore, reflecting our fo-
cused efforts on prudent
credit management and
operational efficiency.”

Future target

Looking ahead, he ex-
pressed optimism about
the bank’s momentum,
setting a clear present fi-
nancial target of reaching
¥3,500 crore in total
business.

A standout feature in
the bank’s performance
has been the significant im-
provement in asset quality.
The Gross Non-Performing
Assets (NPA) amount de-
clined by 10.43% to ¥49.81
crore, with the Gross NPA
ratio improving from
3.94% to 2.92%.

MTr. Tata highlighted that
the bank’s loan portfolio
expanded by 20.68% to
1,704.56 crore.

Focus on SHGs
“Our strategy to diversify
lending has paid off, with
gold loans witnessing an
exceptional growth of
39.55%, and Self Help
Group (SHG) financing ris-
ing by 29.02%,” he noted.
To bridge the banking
gap, especially in rural and
agency areas, the bank has
aggressively pushed its dig-
ital infrastructure.
Currently, the institu-
tion operates 32 branches
and has deployed 19 ATMs,
supplemented by five mo-

bile ATM vans—funded
through NABARD’s Finan-
cial Inclusion Fund-to
serve unbanked villages
across  Visakhapatnam,
Anakapalli, and the Alluri

Sitharama Raju (ASR)
districts.
“Our digital literacy

campaigns and the expan-
sion of services like UPI,
mobile banking, and Ru-
Pay debit cards are essen-
tial to our mission of pro-
viding secure banking to all
classes of people,” Mr. Tata
added.

The bank, is affiliated to
420  societies—including
primary agricultural, fish-
ermen, and weaver coop-
eratives—also  prioritised
social security for its mem-
bers by facilitating life and

accidental insurance
schemes.
“With a CRAR of 9.42%,

we are well-positioned to
continue supporting the
agricultural and coopera-
tive sectors in the region,”
he added.
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Co-op societies using drone sprayers for yields

EJAZ KAISER @ Raipur

IN a milestone towards mod-
ernising agricultural practices,
Dhamtari is stated to have be-
come the first district in the
country to provide drone
sprayer facilities to farmers di-
rectly through Primary Agri-
cultural Credit Co-operative
Societies (PACS).

The initiative, conceptual-
ised under the supervision of
Dhamtari Collector Abinash
Mishra, was initially launched
at the Loharsi cooperative soci-
ety in the district. Later, trained
drone pilots from several se-
lected cooperative societies
successfully demonstrated the
technology, showcasing how
drone-based spraying ensures
the precise application of ferti-
lisers and pesticides, drastical-
ly cuts input costs, and saves
critical time for farmers.

The Collector emphasised
that integrating advanced tech-
nology with cooperative socie-
ties is a revolutionary step for

the rural economy.

“Drone technology has the
potential to transform the agri-
cultural sector. It will help our
farmers work with higher effi-
ciency at a lower cost,” Mishra
said. He added that consistent

Reduces labour,
lowers exposure to
pesticides: Experts

According to agricultural
experts, using drones
allows large areas of
farmland to be sprayed
in a fraction of the usual
time while ensuring the
balanced, uniform usage
of chemicals. It reduces
manual labor, lowers
exposure to hazardous
pesticides, and
minimises crop damage.

Demonstration of drone-
based spraying techniques
in Chhattisgarh's Dhamtari
| ExPRESS

efforts are underway to estab-
lish Dhamtari as a model dis-
trict for agricultural innova-
tion, ensuring even small-scale
farmers can leverage scientific
techniques to boost their pro-
ductivity and income.

A key highlight of this initia-
tive is its collaboration with
Common Services Centres e-
Governance, a cornerstone of
the Digital India initiative. By
empowering these PACS enti-
ties to function as CSCs, the ini-
tiative turns local cooperatives
into multi-purpose service
hubs. Moving forward, rural
communities will not only get
access to cutting-edge drone
services but also a suite of dig-
ital and government services
under one roof.

According to agricultural ex-
perts, using drones allows large
areas of farmland to be sprayed
in a fraction of the usual time
while ensuring the balanced,
uniform usage of chemicals. It
reduces manual labour, lowers
exposure to hazardous pesti-
cides, and minimises crop dam-
age caused by stepping into
dense fields. Furthermore, the
deployment of local drone pi-
lots is opening up new avenues
for skill development and em-
ployment for rural youth.
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Co-op societies using drone sprayers for yields

EJAZ KAISER @ Raipur

IN a milestone towards mod-
ernising agricultural practices,
Dhamtari is stated to have be-
come the first district in the
country to provide drone
sprayer facilities to farmers di-
rectly through Primary Agri-
cultural Credit Co-operative
Societies (PACS).

The initiative, conceptual-
ised under the supervision of
Dhamtarl Collector Abinash
Mishra, was initially launched
at the Loharsi cooperative soci-
ety in the district. Later, trained
drone pilots from several se-
lected cooperative societies
successfully demonstrated the
technology, showcasing how
drone-based spraying ensures
the precise application of ferti-
lisers and pesticides, drastical-
Iy cuts input costs, and saves
critical time for farmers.

The Collector emphasised
that integrating advanced tech-
nology with cooperative socie-
ties is a revolutionary step for

the rural economy.

“Drone technology has the
potential to transform the agri-
cultural sector:. It will help our
farmers work with higher effi-
ciency at a lower cost,” Mishra
said. He added that consistent

According to agricultural
experts, using drones
allows large areas of
farmland to be sprayed
in a fraction of the usual
time while ensuring the
balanced, uniform usage
of chemicals, It reduces
manual labor, lowers
exposure to hazardous

. pesticides, and
minimises crop damage.

Demonstration of drone-
based spraying techniques
in Chhattisgarh's Dhamtari
| express

efforts are underway to estab-
lish Dhamtari as a model dis-
trict for agricultural innova-
tion, ensuring even small-scale
farmers can leverage scientific
technigques to boost their pro-
ductivity and income.

A key highlight of this initia-
tive is its collaboration with
Common Services Centres e-
Governance, a cornerstone of
the Digital India initiative. Bv
empowering these PACS enti-
ties to function as C8Cs, the ini-
tiative turns local cooperatives
into multi-purpose service
hubs. Moving forward, rural
communities will not only get
access to cutting-edge drone
services but also a suite of dig-
ital and government services
under one roof.

According toagricultural ex-
perts, using drones allows large
areas of farmland to be sprayed
in a fraction of the usual time
while ensuring the balanced,
uniform usage of chemicals. It
reduces manual labour, lowers
exposure to hazardous pesti-
cides, and minimises crop dam-
age caused by stepping into
dense fields. Furthermore, the
deployment of local drone pi-
lots is opening up new avenues
for skill development and em-
ployment for rural youth.
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Co-op societies using drone sprayers for yields

EJAZ KAISER @ Raipur

IN a milestone towards mod-
ernising agricultural practices,
Dhamtari is stated to have be-
come the first district in the
country to provide drone
sprayer facilities to farmers di-
rectly through Primary Agri-
cultural Credit Co-operative
Societies (PACS).

The initiative, conceptual-
ised under the supervision of
Dhamtari Collector Abinash
Mishra, was initially launched
at the Loharsi cooperative soci-
ety in the district. Later. trained
drone pilots from several se-
lected cooperative societies
successfully demonstrated the
technology, showcasing how
drone-based spraying ensures
the precise application of ferti-
lisers and pesticides, drastical-
Iy cuts input cosis, and saves
critical time for farmers.

The Collector emphasised
that integrating advanced tech-
nology with cooperative socie-
ties is a revolutionary step for

the rural economy.

“Drone technology has the
potential to transform the agri-
cultural sector. It will help our
farmers work with higher effi-
ciency at a lower cost,” Mishra
sald. He added that consistent

According to agricultural
experts, using drones
allows large areas of
farmland to be sprayed
in a fraction of the usual
time while ensuring the
balanced, uniform usage
of chemicals. It reduces
manual labor, lowers
exposure to hazardous
pesticides, and
minimises crop damage.

Demonstration of drone-
based spraying techniques
in Chhattisgarh's Dhamtari
| ExprEss

efforts are underway to estab-
lish Dhamiari as a model dis-
trict for agricultural innova-
tion, ensuring even small-scale
farmers can leverage scientific
technigues to boost their pro-
ductivity and income.

A key highlight of this initia-
tive is its collaboration with
Common Services Centres e-
Governance, a cornerstone of
the Digital India initiative, By
empowering these PACS enti-
ties to function as C8Cs, the ini-
tiative turns local cooperatives
into multi-purpose service
hubs. Moving forward, rural
communities will not only get
access to cutting-edge drone
services but also a suite of dig-
ital and government services
under one roof.

According to agricultural ex-
perts, using drones allows large
areas of farmland to be sprayed
in a fraction of the usual time
while ensuring the balanced,
uniform usage of chemicals. It
reduces manual labour, lowers
exposure to hazardous pesti-
cides, and minimises crop dam-
age caused by stepping into
dense fields. Furthermore, the
deployment of local drone pi-
lots is opening up new avenues
for skill development and em-
ployment for rural youth.
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Co-op societies using drone sprayers for yields

EJAZ KAISER @ Raipur

IN a milestone towards mod-
ernising agricultural practices,
Dhamtari is stated to have be-
come the first district in the
country to provide drone
sprayer facilities to farmers di-
rectly through Primary Agri-
cultural Credit Co-operative
Societies (PACS).

The initiative, conceptual-
ised under the supervision of
Dhamtari Collector Abinash
Mishra, was initially launched
at the Loharsi cooperative soci-
ety in the district. Later, trained
drone pilots from several se-
lected cooperative societies
successfully demonstrated the
technology, showcasing how
drone-based spraying ensures
the precise application of ferti-
lisers and pesticides, drastical-
ly cuts input costs, and saves
critical time for farmers.

The Collector emphasised
that integrating advanced tech-
nology with cooperative socie-
ties is a revolutionary step for

the rural economy.

“Drone technology has the
potential to transform the agri-
cultural sector. It will help our
farmers work with higher effi-
ciency at a lower cost,” Mishra
said. He added that consistent

Reduces labour,
lowers exposure to
pesticides: Experts

According to agricultural
experts, using drones
allows large areas of
farmland to be sprayed
in a fraction of the usual
time while ensuring the
balanced, uniform usage
of chemicals. It reduces
manual labor, lowers
exposure to hazardous
pesticides, and
minimises crop damage.

Demonstration of drone-
based spraying techniques
in Chhattisgarh's Dhamtari
| ExPRESS

efforts are underway to estab-
lish Dhamtari as a model dis-
trict for agricultural innova-
tion, ensuring even small-scale
farmers can leverage scientific
techniques to boost their pro-
ductivity and income.

A key highlight of this initia-
tive is its collaboration with
Common Services Centres e-
Governance, a cornerstone of
the Digital India initiative. By
empowering these PACS enti-
ties to function as CSCs, the ini-
tiative turns local cooperatives
into multi-purpose service
hubs. Moving forward, rural
communities will not only get
access to cutting-edge drone
services but also a suite of dig-
ital and government services
under one roof.

According to agricultural ex-
perts, using drones allows large
areas of farmland to be sprayed
in a fraction of the usual time
while ensuring the balanced,
uniform usage of chemicals. It
reduces manual labour, lowers
exposure to hazardous pesti-
cides, and minimises crop dam-
age caused by stepping into
dense fields. Furthermore, the
deployment of local drone pi-
lots is opening up new avenues
for skill development and em-
ployment for rural youth.
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Co-op societies using drone sprayers for yields

EJAZ KAISER @ Raipur

IN a milestone towards mod-
ernising agricultural practices,
Dhamtari is stated to have be-
come the first district in the
country to provide drone
sprayer facilities to farmers di-
rectly through Primary Agri-
cultural Credit Co-operative
Societies (PACS).

The initiative, conceptual-
ised under the supervision of
Dhamtari Collector Abinash
Mishra, was initially launched
at the Loharsi cooperative soci-
ety in the district. Later, trained
drone pilots from several se-
lected cooperative societies
successfully demonstrated the
technology, showcasing how
drone-based spraying ensures
the precise application of ferti-
lisers and pesticides, drastical-
ly cuts input costs, and saves
critical time for farmers.

The Collector emphasised
that integrating advanced tech-
nology with cooperative socie-
ties is a revolutionary step for

the rural economy.

“Drone technology has the
potential to transform the agri-
cultural sector. It will help our
farmers work with higher effi-
ciency at a lower cost,” Mishra
said. He added that consistent

Reduces labour,
lowers exposure to
pesticides: Experts

According to agricultural
experts, using drones
allows large areas of
farmland to be sprayed
in a fraction of the usual
time while ensuring the
balanced, uniform usage
of chemicals. It reduces
manvual labor, lowers
exposure to hazardous
pesticides, and
minimises crop damage.

Demonstration of drone-
based spraying techniques
in Chhattisgarh's Dhamtari
| ExPRESS

efforts are underway to estab-
lish Dhamtari as a model dis-
trict for agricultural innova-
tion, ensuring even small-scale
farmers can leverage scientific
techniques to boost their pro-
ductivity and income.

A key highlight of this initia-
tive is its collaboration with
Common Services Centres e-
Governance, a cornerstone of
the Digital India initiative. By
empowering these PACS enti-
ties to function as CSCs, the ini-
tiative turns local cooperatives
into multi-purpose service
hubs. Moving forward, rural
communities will not only get
access to cutting-edge drone
services but also a suite of dig-
ital and government services
under one roof.

According to agricultural ex-
perts, using drones allows large
areas of farmland to be sprayed
in a fraction of the usual time
while ensuring the balanced,
uniform usage of chemicals. It
reduces manual labour, lowers
exposure to hazardous pesti-
cides, and minimises crop dam-
age caused by stepping into
dense fields. Furthermore, the
deployment of local drone pi-
lots is opening up new avenues
for skill development and em-
ployment for rural youth.
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Govtups crop loan limit, brings
more varieties under credit net

RuchHikA M KHANNA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JUNE 2

Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Tuesday
announced enhancement in
the short-term crop loan lim-
its offered through coopera-
tive banks under the Kisan
Credit Card (KCC) scheme.
The move involves increas-
ing the scale of finance for
several crops and bringing
new crops under the ambit of
institutional credit to support
agricultural diversification
and improve farmers’ access
to affordable loans.

The government has now
included nine new crops for
which the finance can be
availed from banks under
the KCC Scheme. However,
the scale of finance for pad-
dy, which is now being sown,
had not been increased.
Instead, the government has
allowed paddy growers fo
avail an additional loan of Rs
2,000 per acre, for crop
residue management.

Sharing details, the CM
said the revised scale of
finance would cover rabi
and kharif crops, as well as
allied agricultural activities
such as dairy farming, fish-
eries, beekeeping and
mushroom cultivation.
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Chief Minister Bhagwanf Mann in Chandigarh on Tuesaay.
FARM RELIEF

B Nine new crops, 35 vegetable varieties added under the Kisan

Credit Card loan scheme

B\Wheat loan limit raised to ¥30,00 per acre, sugarcane to ¥1 lakh
B CM claims farmer suicides declined from 243 in 2017to 84 in 2024

NEW LOAN LIMITS
B Wheat: ¥30,000 peracre

B Sugarcane (planted): ¥1 lakh
per acre

B Groundnut: 39,000 per acre
B Maize: T30,000 per acre
B Cotton: 30,000 per acre
B Pulses: 20,000 per acre
B Floriculture: 34,000
per acre
B Horticulture: ¥33,000
per acre
B Turmeric: ¥40,000 per acre
B Onion: ¥92,686 peracre
B Potato: T67,291 peracre
B Cauliflower: 66,746 per acre

Under the new policy, the
croploan limit for wheat culti-
vation has been increased
from Rs 24,380 to Rs 30,000
per acre for members of pri-
mary agricultural cooperative
societies. The loan limit for
sugarcane cultivation has
been raised from Rs 44,000 to
Rs 1 lakh per acre.

Other than the nine new
crops, 35 varieties of veg-
etables under the crop
loan scheme have also
been included.

Mann also announced con-
cessions for defaulting farm-
ers associated with rural
cooperative societies and

said the measures would not
impose any additional finan-
cial burden on cooperative
banks. He said instructions
had been issued to private
banks against selling mort-
gaged assets of farmers in
case the loan turned non-
performing asset. “They can
look at other means to recov-
er loans by reducing rates of
interest,” he said.
Encouraging farmers to
open accounts with coopera-
tive banks, the CM said these
institutions offered loans at
one of the lowest interest rates
(around 7 per cent). He further
announced an end to the prac-

tice of banks collecting blank
cheques from farmers as secu-
rity for loans.

The CM also claimed that
Punjab had witnessed a sig-
nificant decline in farmer sui-
cides due tovarious initiatives
undertaken by the govern-
ment. Referring to figures
compiled by Punjab Agricul-
tural University in collabora-
tion with the National Crime
Records Bureau, Mann said
the number of farmer suicides
in Punjab declined from 243
cases in 2017 to 141 in 2023
and 84 in 2024. “This has been
achieved because of our pro-
farmer policies,” he claimed.
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Govtups crop loan limit, brings
more varieties under credit net

Ruchika M KHANNA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JUNE 2

Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Tuesday
announced enhancement in
the short-term crop loan lim-
its offered through coopera-
tive banks under the Kisan
Credit Card (KCC) scheme.
The move involves increas-
ing the scale of finance for
several crops and bringing
new crops under the ambit of
institutional eredit to support
agricultural diversification
and improve farmers’ access
to affordable loans.

The government has now
included nine new crops for
which the finance can be
availed from banks under
the KCC Scheme. However,
the scale of finance for pad-
dy, which is now being sown,
had not been increased.
Instead, the government has
allowed paddy growers to
avail an additional loan of Rs
2,000 per acre, for crop
residue management.

Sharing details, the CM
said the revised scale of
finance would cover rabi
and kharif crops, as well as
allied agricultural activities
such as dairy farming, fish-
eries, beekeeping and
mushroom cultivation.

Chief Minister Bhaé';want Mann in Chandigarh on Tuesday.
FARM RELIEF

= Nine new crops, 35 vegetable varieties added under the Kisan

Credit Card loan scheme

B\Wheat loan limit raised to ¥30,00 per acre, sugarcane to ¥1lakh
B CM claims farmer suicides declined from 243 in 201710 84 in 2024

Under the new policy, the
croploan limit for wheat culti-
vation has been increased
from Rs 24,380 to Rs 30,000
per acre for members of pri-
mary agricultural cooperative
societies. The loan limit for
sugarcane cultivation has
been raised from Rs 44,000 to
Rs 1 lakh per acre.

Other than the nine new
crops, 35 varieties of veg-
etables under the crop
loan scheme have also
been included.

Mann also announced con-
cessions for defaulting farm-
ers associated with rural
cooperative societies and

said the measures would not
impose any additional finan-
cial burden on cooperative
banks. He said instructions
had been issued to private
banks against selling mort-
gaged assets of farmers in
case the loan turned non-
performing asset. “They can
look at other means to recov-
er loans by reducing rates of
interest,” he said.
Encouraging farmers to
open accounts with coopera-
tive banks, the CM said these
institutions offered loans at
one of the lowest interest rates
(around 7 per cent). He further
announced an end to the prac-

tice of banks collecting blank
cheques from farmers as secu-
rity for loans.

The CM also claimed that
Punjab had witnessed a sig-
nificant decline in farmer sui-
cides due tovarious initiatives
undertaken by the govern-
ment. Referring to figures
compiled by Punjab Agricul-
tural University in collabora-
tion with the National Crime
Records Bureau, Mann said
the number of farmer suicides
in Punjab declined from 243
cases in 2017 to 141 in 2023
and 84 in 2024. “This has been
achieved because of our pro-
farmer policies,” he claimed.
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Govtups crop loan limit, brings
more varieties under credit net

RucHixa M KHANNA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JUNE 2
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Tuesday announced
enhancement in the short-
term crop loan limits offered
through cooperative banks
under the Kisan Credit Card
(KCC) scheme. The move
involves increasing the scale
of finance for several crops
and bringing new crops under
the ambit of institutional cred-
itto support agricultural diver-
sification and improve farm-
ers’ access to affordable loans.
The government has now
included nine new crops for
which the finance can be
availed from banks under
the KCC Scheme. However,
the scale of finance for pad-
dy, which is now being sown,
had not been increased.
Instead, the government has
allowed paddy growers to
avail an additional loan of Rs
2,000 per acre, for crop
residue management.
Sharing details, the CM
said the revised scale of
finance would cover rabi
and kharif crops, as well as
allied agricultural activities
such as dairy farming, fish-
eries, beekeeping and
mushroom cultivation.
Under the new policy, the
crop loan limit for wheat culti-

FARM RELIEF

® Nine new crops, 35 vegetable varieties added under the Kisan

Credit Card loan scheme

BWheat loan limit raised to ¥30,00 per acre, sugarcane to ¥1 lakh
B CM claims farmer suicides declined from 243 in 20171084 in 2024

vation has been increased
from Rs 24,380 to Rs 30,000
per acre for members of pri-
mary agricultural cooperative
societies. The loan limit for
sugarcane cultivation has
been raised from Rs 44,000 to
Rs 1 lakh per acre.

Other than the nine new
crops, 35 varieties of veg-
etables under the crop
loan scheme have also
been included.

Mann also announced con-
cessions for defaulting farm-
ers associated with rural
cooperative societies and
said the measures would not
impose any additional finan-
cial burden on cooperative

banks. He said instructions
had been issued to private
banks against selling mort-
gaged assets of farmers in
case the loan turned non-
performing asset. “They can
look at other means to recov-
er loans by reducing rates of
interest,” he said.

Encouraging farmers to
open accounts with coopera-
tive banks, the CM said these
institutions offered loans at
one of the lowest interest rates
(around T per cent). He further
announced an end to the prac-
tice of banks collecting blank
cheques from farmers as secu-
rity for loans.

The CM also claimed that

Punjab had witnessed a sig-
nificant decline in farmer sui-
cides dueto various initiatives
undertaken by the govern-
ment. Referring to figures
compiled by Punjab Agricul-
tural University in collabora-
tion with the National Crime
Records Bureau, Mann said
the number of farmer suicides
in Punjab declined from 243
cases in 2017 to 141 in 2023
and 84 in 2024. “This has been
achieved because of our pro-
farmer policies,” he claimed.
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Govt hikes crop loan limit, brings

more varieties under credit net

RucHika M KHANNA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JUNE 2
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Tuesday
announced enhancement in
the short-term crop loan lim-
its offered through coopera-
tive banks under the Kisan
Credit Card (KCC) scheme.
The move involves increas-
ing the scale of finance for
several crops and bringing
new crops under the ambit of
institutional credit to support
agricultural diversification
and improve farmers’ access
to affordable loans.

The government has now
included nine new crops for
which the finance can be
availed from banks under
the KCC Scheme. However,
the scale of finance for pad-
dy, which is now being sown,
had not been increased.
Instead, the government has
allowed paddy growers to
avail an additional loan of Rs
2,000 per acre, for crop
residue management.

Sharing details, the CM
said the revised scale of
finance would cover rabi
and kharif crops, as well as
allied agricultural activities
such as dairy farming, fish-
eries, beekeeping and
mushroom cultivation.

Under the new policy, the

NEWLOAN*

LIMITS

- 30,000
Sugarcaneplanted  ¥1lakh

Groundnut | $39,000
Maize 30,000
Cotton 330,000
Pulses 20,000
Floriculture ' $34,000
Horicuture  ¥33,000
Turmeric 740,000
Onion ' 792,686
Potato - 67,291
Cauliflower 166,746

*ALL FIGURES PER ACRE

i ' .
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
in Chandigarh on Tuesday.

FARM RELIEF

® Nine new crops, 35 vegetable
varieties added under the Kisan
Credit Card loan scheme

¥ Wheat loan limitraised to 730,00
per acre, sugarcane toT1lakh

B CM claims farmer suicides
declined from 243 in 2017
to 84in 2024

crop loan limit for wheat culti-
vation has been increased
from Rs 24,380 to Rs 30,000
per acre for members of pri-
mary agricultural cooperative
societies. The loan limit for
sugarcane cultivation has
been raised from Rs 44,000 to

Rs 1 lakh per acre. Other
than the nine new crops,
35 varieties of vegetables
under the crop loan
scheme have also been
included.

Mann also announced con-
cessions for defaulting farm-

ers associated with rural
cooperative societies and
said the measures would not
impose any additional finan-
cial burden on cooperative
banks. He said instructions
had been issued to private
banks against selling mort-
gaged assets of farmers in
case the loan turned non-
performing asset. “They can
look at other means to recov-
er loans by reducing rates of
interest,” he said.

Encouraging farmers to
open accounts with coopera-
tive banks, the CM said these
institutions offered loans at
one of the lowest interest rates
(around 7 per cent). He further
announced anend to the prac-
tice of banks collecting blank
cheques from farmers as secu-
rity for loans,

The CM also claimed that
Punjab had witnessed a sig-
nificant decline in farmer sui-
cides due tovarious initiatives
undertaken by the govern-
ment. Referring to figures
compiled by Punjab Agricul-
tural University in collabora-
tion with the National Crime
Records Bureau, Mann said
the number of farmer suicides
in Punjab declined from 243
cases in 2017 fo 141 in 2023
and 84 in 2024. “This has been
achieved because of our pro-
farmer policies,” he claimed.
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No intention to hike retail prlces Mother Dairy Chairman

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

Mother Dairy, which hiked milk prices
by ¥2 per litre last month, on Tuesday
said there is no “intention” currently to
further increase the retail price in view
of comfortable supply situation.

Mother Dairy, one of the leading
fresh milk suppliers in India, sells
around 55 lakh litre of milk per day
across many States.

On May 14, the company increased
consumer prices of its liquid milk vari-
ants by ¥2 per litre to partly offset
rising input costs.

At a press conference, Mother Dairy
Chairman Meenesh Shah said the
company increased milk prices last
month after a gap of one year because
of the increased input cost.

About any plans to increase rates
further, he said, “I do not foresee any
increase. But then if there is any increase
in input cost and we are in a situation
where we are unable to meet our ends,
we will see.”

“But, as of now, we have no intention
to increase the consumer price,” said
Shah, who is also the Chairman of
National Dairy Development Board
(NDDB). Mother Dairy is a wholly owned
subsidiary of the NDDB.

He asserted that the milk supply sit-
uation and procurement of milk
from farmers in the country are
comfortable now.

On concerns related to supply of

fodder in view of IMD's forecast of
below normal monsoon, Shah said
there should not be any problem in the
total availability of fodder.

He said there could be problem in
some states, but that could be compen-
sated by other parts of the country.

Shah said the country's milk produc-
tion is expected to rise 4-6 per cent this
fiscal year from around 250 million
tonnes in the previous year.

The NDDB Chairman noted that the
growth in milk production annually is
in line with rising consumption and
asserted that there would not be any
issue in meeting this growing demand
for dairy products over the next
10-15 years.

MOTHER DAIRY CHAIRMAN MEENESH SHAH

1 DO NOT FORESEE
ANY INCREASE. BUT
THEN IF THERE IS
ANY INCREASE IN
INPUT COST AND
WE AREIN A
SITUATION WHERE
WE ARE UNABLE TO
MEET OUR ENDS,
WE WILL SEE

Shah said the Government has taken
various measures to boost milk produc-
tion through improvement of animal
health and their productivity. More
dairy cooperative societies are being
formed across the country.

Last month, Mother Dairy had said the
“revision in prices has been necessitat-
ed in view of the sustained increase in
farmer procurement prices, of around
6 per cent over the past one year,
despite continued efforts to limit the
impact on consumers”.

Mother Dairy had said the price revi-
sion represents only a partial pass
through ofincreased costs. It passes on
nearly 75-80 per cent of its milk sales

realisation to farmers.
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Mother Dairy unveils naturally degradable milk pouch

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Mother Dairy on Tuesday
unveiled India’s first naturally
degradable milk pouch in soil
that would leave no trace of
plastics in environment. The
company will use this new
degradable milk pouch in its
cow milk variant sold across
Delhi-NCR from June 5 which
marks World Environment
Day.

Mother Dairy is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB). "The newly introduced
packaging is designed to nat-
urally degrade in soil within a
few years rather than cen-
turies, and importantly, this
transition is being undertaken
without any impact on con-
sumer milk prices,” Meenesh
Shah, Chairman of NDDB, said.
Mother Dairy is committed to
safeguarding the planet, he
said.

Mother Dairy said its new
milk pouch uses a first-of-its-

T T a

kind degradable packaging
innovation that enables the
material to transform into
bioavailable wax, which is
naturally broken down by
microbes present in the soil to
turn it into natural elements.
“The launch of India’s first nat-
urally degradable milk pouch
by Mother Dairy is yet another
milestone reflecting the
sector's continued ability to
lead and set new benchmarks,
while remaining committed to
afuture-ready and sustainable
ecosystem,” Shah said.

Jayatheertha  Chary,
Managing Director of Mother
Dairy, said, "We undertook
over four years of research to

develop a naturally degrad-
able milk pouch that leaves no
trace of plastics in the environ-
ment.”

While these milk pouches
will continue to remain recy-
clable, he said the key differ-
entiator lies in their ability to
degrade into natural elements,
thereby helping address the
challenge of fugitive plastic.

Mother Dairy, which was
commissioned in 1974, manu-
factures, markets & sells milk
and milk products including
cultured products, ice creams,
paneer, ghee, etc. under the
'Mother Dairy' brand. The
company also has a diversified
portfolio with products in
edible oils under the 'Dhara’
brand and fresh fruits & veg-
etables, frozen vegetables &
snacks, pulps & concentrates,
etc. under the 'Safal’ brand.

On the issue of price rise on
its milks, Shah asserted that
the milk supply situation and
procurement of milk from
farmers in the country are
comfortable now. On con-

cerns related to supply of
fodderin view of IMD's forecast
of below normal monsoon,
Shah said there should not be
any problem in the total avail-
ability of fodder.

He said there could be
problem in some states, but
that could be compensated by
other parts of the country.
Shah said the country's milk
production is expected to rise
4-6 per cent this fiscal year
from around 250 million
tonnes in the previous year.

The NDDB Chairman noted
that growth in milk production
annually is in line with rising
consumption and asserted
that there would not be any
issue in meeting this growing
demand for dairy products
over the next 10-15 years.

Shah said government has
taken various measures fo
boost milk production
through improvement of
animal health and their pro-
ductivity. More dairy cooper-
ative societies are being
formed across the country.
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NCDFI, Assam Rifles sign MoA to bolster milk mllk supply via cooperatives

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi
National Cooperative Dairy

Federation of India Ltd. (NCDFI) and
Assam Rifles signed a Memorandum
of Agreement (MoA) in New Delhi to
further strengthen cooperation for the
supply of milk and milk products
through the dairy cooperative
network. The MoA was exchanged by
Brig Sachinder Tiwari, SM, Brig (Adm),
Directorate General Assam Rifles and
Srinivas Sajja, MD, NCDFI, in the
august presence of Lt Gen Vikas
Lakhera, AVSM, SM, Director General,
Assam Rifles, and Dr Meenesh Shah,
Chairman, NCDFI & NDDB. The occa-
sion marked an important milestone
in expanding the role of dairy coop-
eratives in meeting the requirements
of Assam Rifles.

During the previous year, NCDFI

facilitated contracts with Assam Rifles
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for the supply of UHT milk by Amul
(Gujarat) and Nandini (Karnataka),
Whole Milk Powder by Warana Milk
Union (Maharashtra), and fresh milk
by Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura
Milk Unions. Accordingly, in addition
to the previous year's contracts, Malt
Based Food and Cheese are now
being supplied by Amul, while fresh
milk and butter are being supplied by
WAMUL (Assam), Dimapur (Nagaland),
Bhagirathi (West Bengal) and Alwar
(Rajasthan) Milk Unions.

The MoA reflects the shared com-

mitment of NCDFI and Assam Rifles

towards ensuring a dependable
supply of quality milk and milk prod-
ucts to Assam Rifles units, while also
creating meaningful market opportu-
nities for dairy cooperatives and their
farmer members, with particular
emphasis on strengthening dairy
development and farmer empower-
ment in the North Eastern region.
Speaking on occasion, Lt Gen Vikas
Lakhera, AVSM, SM, appreciated the
consistent efforts of NCDFI and the
participating dairy cooperatives in
meeting the requirements of Assam
Rifles. Dr Meenesh Shah said that the
association with Assam Rifles is a
matter of pride for dairy cooperative
sector, He stated that NCDFI has had
the privilege of facilitating supplies of
milk and milk products to Indian
Army and ITBP for last four decades,
and the partnership with Assam Rifles
further strengthens this trusted asso-
ciation with national institutions.
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No intention to hike retail pnces* Mother Dairy Chairman

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

Mother Dairy, which hiked milk prices
by %2 per litre last month, on Tuesday
said there is no “intention” currently to
furtherincrease the retail price in view
of comfortable supply situation.

Mother Dairy, one of the leading
fresh milk suppliers in India, sells
around 55 lakh litre of milk per day
across many States.

On May 14, the company increased
consumer prices of its liquid milk vari-
ants by ¥2 per litre to partly offset
rising input costs.

At a press conference, Mother Dairy
Chairman Meenesh Shah said the
company increased milk prices last
month after a gap of one year because
of the increased input cost.

About any plans to increase rates
further, he said, “I do not foresee any
increase. But then if there is any increase
in input cost and we are in a situation
where we are unable to meet our ends,
we will see.”

“But, as of now, we have no intention
to increase the consumer price,” said
Shah, who is also the Chairman of
National Dairy Development Board
(NDDB). Mother Dairy is a wholly owned
subsidiary of the NDDB.

He asserted that the milk supply sit-
uation and procurement of milk
from farmers in the country are
comfortable now.

On concerns related to supply of

fodder in view of IMD's forecast of
below normal monsoon, Shah said
there should not be any problem in the
total availability of fodder.

He said there could be problem in
some states, but that could be compen-
sated by other parts of the country.

Shah said the country’'s milk produc-
tion is expected to rise 4-6 per cent this
fiscal year from around 250 million
tonnes in the previous year.

The NDDB Chairman noted that the
growth in milk production annually is
in line with rising consumption and
asserted that there would not be any
issue in meeting this growing demand
for dairy products over the next
10-15 years.

MOTHER DAIRY CHAIRMAN MEENESH SHAH

bk
L |
| DO NOT FORESEE
ANY INCREASE. BUT
THEN IF THERE IS
ANY INCREASE IN
INPUT COST AND
WE AREIN A
SITUATION WHERE
WE ARE UNABLE TO
MEET OUR ENDS,
WE WILL SEE

Shah said the Government has taken
various measures to boost milk produc-
tion through improvement of animal
health and their productivity. More
dairy cooperative societies are being
formed across the country.

Last month, Mother Dairy had said the
“revision in prices has been necessitat-
ed in view of the sustained increase in
farmer procurement prices, of around
6 per cent over the past one year,
despite continued efforts to limit the
impact on consumers”.

Mother Dairy had said the price revi-
sion represents only a partial pass
through of increased costs. It passes on
nearly 75-80 per cent of its milk sales
realisation to farmers.
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Mother Dairy unveils naturally degradable milk pouch

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Mother Dairy on Tuesday
unveiled India’s first naturally
degradable milk pouch in soil
that would leave no trace of
plastics in environment. The
company will use this new
degradable milk pouch in its
cow milk variant sold across
Delhi-NCR from June 5 which
marks World Environment
Day.

Mother Dairy is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB). "The newly introduced
packaging is designed to nat-
urally degrade in soil within a
few years rather than cen-
turies, and importantly, this
transition is being undertaken
without any impact on con-
sumer milk prices,” Meenesh
Shah, Chairman of NDDB, said.
Mother Dairy is committed to
safeguarding the planet, he
said.

Mother Dairy said its new
milk pouch uses a first-of-its-

kind degradable packaging

i O

innovation that enables the
material to transform into
bioavailable wax, which is
naturally broken down by
microbes present in the soil to
turn it into natural elements.
"The launch of India's first nat-
urally degradable milk pouch
by Mother Dairy is yet another
milestone reflecting the
sector's continued ability to
lead and set new benchmarks,
while remaining committed to
a future-ready and sustainable
ecosystem,” Shah said.
Jayatheertha  Chary,
Managing Director of Mother
Dairy, said, "We undertook
over four years of research to

develop a naturally degrad-
able milk pouch that leaves no
trace of plastics in the environ-
ment."

While these milk pouches
will continue to remain recy-
clable, he said the key differ-
entiator lies in their ability to
degrade into natural elements,
thereby helping address the
challenge of fugitive plastic.

Mother Dairy, which was
commissioned in 1974, manu-
factures, markets & sells milk
and milk products including
cultured products, ice creams,
paneer, ghee, etc. under the
'Mother Dairy' brand. The
company also has a diversified
portfolio with products in
edible oils under the 'Dhara’
brand and fresh fruits & veg-
etables, frozen vegetables &
snacks, pulps & concentrates,
etc. under the 'Safal’ brand.

On the issue of price rise on
its milks, Shah asserted that
the milk supply situation and
procurement of milk from
farmers in the country are
comfortable now. On con-

cerns related to supply of
fodderin view of IMD's forecast
of below normal monsoon,
Shah said there should not be
any problem in the total avail-
ability of fodder.

He said there could be
problem in some states, but
that could be compensated by
other parts of the country.
Shah said the country's milk
production is expected to rise
4-6 per cent this fiscal year
from around 250 million
tonnes in the previous year.

The NDDB Chairman noted
that growth in milk production
annually is in line with rising
consumption and asserted
that there would not be any
issue in meeting this growing
demand for dairy products
over the next 10-15 years.

Shah said government has
taken various measures (o
boost milk production
through improvement of
animal health and their pro-
ductivity. More dairy cooper-
ative societies are being
formed across the country.
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NCDFI, Assam Rifles sign MOA to bolster mllk supply via cooperatives

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi
National Cooperative Dairy

Federation of India Ltd. (NCDFI) and
Assam Rifles sighed a Memorandum
of Agreement (MoA) in New Delhi to
further strengthen cooperation for the
supply of milk and milk products
through the dairy cooperative
network. The MoA was exchanged by
Brig Sachinder Tiwari, SM, Brig (Adm),
Directorate General Assam Rifles and
Srinivas Sajja, MD, NCDFI, in the
august presence of Lt Gen Vikas
Lakhera, AVSM, SM, Director General,
Assam Rifles, and Dr Meenesh Shah,
Chairman, NCDFI & NDDB. The occa-
sion marked an important milestone
in expanding the role of dairy coop-
eratives in meeting the requirements
of Assam Rifles.

During the previous year, NCDFI

facilitated contracts with Assam Rifles

wiTwiiN

for the supply of UHT milk by Amul
(Gujarat) and Nandini (Karnataka),
Whole Milk Powder by Warana Milk
Union (Maharashtra), and fresh milk
by Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura
Milk Unions. Accordingly, in addition
to the previous year's contracts, Malt
Based Food and Cheese are now
being supplied by Amul, while fresh
milk and butter are being supplied by
WAMUL (Assam), Dimapur (Nagaland),
Bhagirathi (West Bengal) and Alwar
(Rajasthan) Milk Unions.

The MoA reflects the shared com-

mitment of NCDFI and Assam Rifles

towards ensuring a dependable
supply of quality milk and milk prod-
ucts to Assam Rifles units, while also
creating meaningful market opportu-
nities for dairy cooperatives and their
farmer members, with particular
emphasis on strengthening dairy
development and farmer empower-
ment in the North Eastern region.
Speaking on occasion, Lt Gen Vikas
Lakhera, AVSM, SM, appreciated the
consistent efforts of NCDFI and the
participating dairy cooperatives in
meeting the requirements of Assam
Rifles. Dr Meenesh Shah said that the
association with Assam Rifles is a
matter of pride for dairy cooperative
sector. He stated that NCDFI has had
the privilege of facilitating supplies of
milk and milk products to Indian
Army and ITBP for last four decades,
and the partnership with Assam Rifles
further strengthens this trusted asso-
ciation with national institutions.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Mother Dairy, which hiked milk prices
by "2 per litre last month, on Tuesday
said there is no “intention” currently to
further increase the retail price in view
of comfortable supply situation.

Mother Dairy, one of the leading
fresh milk suppliers in India, sells
around 55 lakh litre of milk per day
across many States.

On May 14, the company increased
consumer prices of its liquid milk vari-
ants by "2 per litre to partly offset
rising input costs.

At a press conference, Mother Dairy
Chairman Meenesh Shah said the
company increased milk prices last
month after a gap of one year because
of the increased input cost.

About any plans to increase rates
further, he said, “| do not foresee any
increase. But then if there is any increase
in input cost and we are in a situation
where we are unable to meet our ends,
we will see.”

“But, as of now, we have no intention
to increase the consumer price,” said
Shah, who is also the Chairman of
National Dairy Development Board
(NDDB). Mother Dairy is a wholly owned
subsidiary of the NDDB.

He asserted that the milk supply sit-
uation and procurement of milk
from farmers in the country are
comfortable now.

On concerns related to supply of

&
| DO NOT FORESEE
ANY INCREASE. BUT
THEN IF THERE IS
ANY INCREASE IN
INPUT COST AND
WE AREIN A
SITUATION WHERE
WE ARE UNABLE TO
MEET OUR ENDS,
WE WILL SEE

MOTHER DAIRY CHAIRMAN MEENESH SHAH

fodder in view of IMD’s forecast of
below normal monsoon, Shah said
there should not be any problem in the
total availability of fodder.

He said there could be problem in
some states, but that could be compen-
sated by other parts of the country.

Shah said the country’'s milk produc-
tion is expected to rise 4-6 per cent this
fiscal year from around 250 million
tonnes in the previous year.

The NDDB Chairman noted that the
growth in milk production annually is
in line with rising consumption and
asserted that there would not be any
issue in meeting this growing demand
for dairy products over the next

10-15 years.

Shah said the Government has taken
various measures to boost milk produc-
tion through improvement of animal
health and their productivity. More
dairy cooperative societies are being
formed across the country.

Last month, Mother Dairy had said the
“revision in prices has been necessitat-
ed in view of the sustained increase in
farmer procurement prices, of around
6 per cent over the past one year,
despite continued efforts to limit the
impact on consumers”.

Mother Dairy had said the price revi-
sion represents anly a partial pass
through of increased costs. It passes on
nearly 75-80 per cent of its milk sales
realisation to farmers.
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Mother Dairy unveils naturally degradable milk pouch

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Mother Dairy on Tuesday
unveiled India's first naturally
degradable milk pouch in soil
that would leave no trace of
plastics in environment. The
company will use this new
degradable milk pouch in its
cow milk variant sold across
Delhi-NCR from June 5 which
marks World Environment
Day.

Mother Dairy is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB). "The newly introduced
packaging is designed to nat-
urally degrade in soil withina
few years rather than cen-
turies, and importantly, this
transition is being undertaken
without any impact on con-
sumer milk prices,” Meenesh
Shah, Chairman of NDDB, said.
Mother Dairy is committed to
safeguarding the planet, he
said.

Mother Dairy said its new
milk pouch uses a first-of-its-

T -......).
kind degradable packaging
innovation that enables the
material to transform into
bicavailable wax, which is
naturally broken down by
microbes present in the soil to
turn it into natural elements.
"The launch of India's first nat-
urally degradable milk pouch
by Mother Dairy is yet another
milestone reflecting the
sector's continued ability to
lead and set new benchmarks,
while remaining committed to
afuture-ready and sustainable
ecosystemn," Shah said.

Jayatheertha Chary,
Managing Director of Mother
Dairy, said, "We undertook
over four years of research to

develop a naturally degrad-
able milk pouch that leaves no
trace of plastics in the environ-
ment."

While these milk pouches
will continue to remain recy-
clable, he said the key differ-
entiator lies in their ability to
degrade into natural elements,
thereby helping address the
challenge of fugitive plastic.

Mother Dairy, which was
commissioned in 1974, manu-
factures, markets & sells milk
and milk products including
cultured products, ice creams,
paneer, ghee, etc. under the
'‘Mother Dairy' brand. The
company also has a diversified
portfolio with products in
edible oils under the 'Dhara’
brand and fresh fruits & veg-
etables, frozen vegetables &
snacks, pulps & concentrates,
etc. under the 'Safal' brand.

Onthe issue of price rise on
its milks, Shah asserted that
the milk supply situation and
procurement of milk from
farmers in the country are
comfortable now. On con-

cerns related to supply of
fodder in view of IMD's forecast
of below normal monsoon,
Shah said there should not be
any problemin the total avail-
ability of fodder.

He said there could be
problem in some states, but
that could be compensated by
other parts of the country.
Shah said the country's milk
production is expected to rise
4-6 per cent this fiscal year
from around 250 million
tonnes in the previous year.

The NDDB Chairman noted
that growth in milk production
annually is in line with rising
consumption and asserted
that there would not be any
issue in meeting this growing
demand for dairy products
over the next 10-15 years.

Shah said government has
taken various measures to
boost milk production
through improvement of
animal health and their pro-
ductivity. More dairy cooper-
ative societies are being
formed across the country.
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NCDFI, Assam Rifles sign MoA to bolster m|Ik supply via cooperatives

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

National Cooperative Dairy
Federation of India Ltd. (NCDFI) and
Assam Rifles signed a Memorandum
of Agreement (MoA) in New Delhi to
further strengthen cooperation for the
supply of milk and milk products
through the dairy cooperative
network. The MoA was exchanged by
Brig Sachinder Tiwari, SM, Brig (Adm),
Directorate General Assam Rifles and
Srinivas Sajja, MD, NCDFI, in the
august presence of Lt Gen Vikas
Lakhera, AVSM, SM, Director General,
Assam Rifles, and Dr Meenesh Shah,
Chairman, NCDFI & NDDB. The occa-
sion marked an important milestone
in expanding the role of dairy coop-
eratives in meeting the requirements
of Assam Rifles.

During the previous year, NCDFI
facilitated contracts with Assam Rifles
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for the supply of UHT milk by Amul
(Gujarat) and Nandini (Karnataka),
Whole Milk Powder by Warana Milk
Union (Maharashtra), and fresh milk
by Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura
Milk Unions. Accordingly, in addition
to the previous year's contracts, Malt
Based Food and Cheese are now
being supplied by Amul, while fresh
milk and butter are being supplied by
WAMUL (Assam), Dimapur (Nagaland),
Bhagirathi (West Bengal) and Alwar
(Rajasthan) Milk Unions.

The MoA reflects the shared com-
mitment of NCDFI and Assam Rifles

towards ensuring a dependable
supply of quality milk and milk prod-
ucts to Assam Rifles units, while also
creating meaningful market opportu-
nities for dairy cooperatives and their
farmer members, with particular
emphasis on strengthening dairy
development and farmer empower-
ment in the North Eastern region.
Speaking on occasion, Lt Gen Vikas
Lakhera, AVSM, SM, appreciated the
consistent efforts of NCDFI and the
participating dairy cooperatives in
meeting the requirements of Assam
Rifles. Dr Meenesh Shah said that the
association with Assam Rifles is a
matter of pride for dairy cooperative
sector. He stated that NCDFI has had
the privilege of facilitating supplies of
milk and milk products to Indian
Army and ITBP for last four decades,
and the partnership with Assam Rifles
further strengthens this trusted asso-
ciation with national institutions.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Mother Dairy, which hiked milk prices
by "2 per litre last month, on Tuesday
said there is no “intention” currently to
further increase the retail price in view
of comfortable supply situation.

Mother Dairy, one of the leading
fresh milk suppliers in India, sells
around 55 lakh litre of milk per day
across many States.

On May 14, the company increased
consumer prices of its liquid milk vari-
ants by "2 per litre to partly offset
rising input costs.

At a press conference, Mother Dairy
Chairman Meenesh Shah said the
company increased milk prices last
month after a gap of one year because
of the increased input cost.

About any plans to increase rates
further, he said, “l do not foresee any
increase. But then if there is any increase
in input cost and we are in a situation
where we are unable to meet our ends,
we will see.”

“But, as of now, we have no intention
to increase the consumer price,” said
Shah, who is also the Chairman of
National Dairy Development Board
(NDDB). Mother Dairy is a wholly owned
subsidiary of the NDDB.

He asserted that the milk supply sit-
uation and procurement of milk
from farmers in the country are
comfortable now.

On concerns related to supply of

&

1 DO NOT FORESEE
ANY INCREASE. BUT
THEN IF THERE IS
ANY INCREASE IN
INPUT COST AND
WE ARE IN A
SITUATION WHERE
WE ARE UNABLE TO
MEET OUR ENDS,
WE WILL SEE

MOTHER DAIRY CHAIRMAN MEENESH SHAH

fodder in view of IMD’s forecast of
below normal monsoon, Shah said
there should not be any problem in the
total availability of fodder.

He said there could be problem in
some states, but that could be compen-
sated by other parts of the country.

Shah said the country's milk produc-
tion is expected to rise 4-6 per cent this
fiscal year from around 250 million
tonnes in the previous year.

The NDDB Chairman noted that the
growth in milk production annually is
in line with rising consumption and
asserted that there would not be any
issue in meeting this growing demand
for dairy products over the next

10-15 years.

Shah said the Government has taken
various measures to boost milk produc-
tion through improvement of animal
health and their productivity. More
dairy cooperative societies are being
formed across the country.

Last month, Mother Dairy had said the
“revision in prices has been necessitat-
ed in view of the sustained increase in
farmer procurement prices, of around
6 per cent over the past one year,
despite continued efforts to limit the
impact on consumers”.

Mother Dairy had said the price revi-
sion represents only a partial pass
through of increased costs. It passes on
nearly 75-80 per cent of its milk sales
realisation to farmers.
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Mother Dairy unveils naturally degradable milk pouch

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Mother Dairy on Tuesday
unveiled India's first naturally
degradable milk pouch in soil
that would leave no trace of
plastics in environment. The
company will use this new
degradable milk pouch in its
cow milk variant sold across
Delhi-NCR from June 5 which
marks World Environment
Day.

Mother Dairy is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB). "The newly introduced
packaging is designed to nat-
urally degrade in soil withina
few years rather than cen-
turies, and importantly, this
transition is being undertaken
without any impact on con-
sumer milk prices,” Meenesh
Shah, Chairman of NDDB, said.
Mother Dairy is committed to
safeguarding the planet, he
said.

Mother Dairy said its new
milk pouch uses a first-of-its-

T -......).
kind degradable packaging
innovation that enables the
material to transform into
bicavailable wax, which is
naturally broken down by
microbes present in the soil to
turn it into natural elements.
"The launch of India's first nat-
urally degradable milk pouch
by Mother Dairy is yet another
milestone reflecting the
sector's continued ability to
lead and set new benchmarks,
while remaining committed to
afuture-ready and sustainable
ecosystemn," Shah said.

Jayatheertha Chary,
Managing Director of Mother
Dairy, said, "We undertook
over four years of research to

develop a naturally degrad-
able milk pouch that leaves no
trace of plastics in the environ-
ment."

While these milk pouches
will continue to remain recy-
clable, he said the key differ-
entiator lies in their ability to
degrade into natural elements,
thereby helping address the
challenge of fugitive plastic.

Mother Dairy, which was
commissioned in 1974, manu-
factures, markets & sells milk
and milk products including
cultured products, ice creams,
paneer, ghee, etc. under the
'‘Mother Dairy' brand. The
company also has a diversified
portfolio with products in
edible oils under the 'Dhara’
brand and fresh fruits & veg-
etables, frozen vegetables &
snacks, pulps & concentrates,
etc. under the 'Safal' brand.

Onthe issue of price rise on
its milks, Shah asserted that
the milk supply situation and
procurement of milk from
farmers in the country are
comfortable now. On con-

cerns related to supply of
fodder in view of IMD's forecast
of below normal monsoon,
Shah said there should not be
any problemin the total avail-
ability of fodder.

He said there could be
problem in some states, but
that could be compensated by
other parts of the country.
Shah said the country's milk
production is expected to rise
4-6 per cent this fiscal year
from around 250 million
tonnes in the previous year.

The NDDB Chairman noted
that growth in milk production
annually is in line with rising
consumption and asserted
that there would not be any
issue in meeting this growing
demand for dairy products
over the next 10-15 years.

Shah said government has
taken various measures to
boost milk production
through improvement of
animal health and their pro-
ductivity. More dairy cooper-
ative societies are being
formed across the country.
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No intention to hike retail pnces* Mother Dairy Chairman

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

Mother Dairy, which hiked milk prices
by %2 per litre last month, on Tuesday
said there is no “intention” currently to
furtherincrease the retail price in view
of comfortable supply situation.

Mother Dairy, one of the leading
fresh milk suppliers in India, sells
around 55 lakh litre of milk per day
across many States.

On May 14, the company increased
consumer prices of its liquid milk vari-
ants by ¥2 per litre to partly offset
rising input costs.

At a press conference, Mother Dairy
Chairman Meenesh Shah said the
company increased milk prices last
month after a gap of one year because
of the increased input cost.

About any plans to increase rates
further, he said, “I do not foresee any
increase. But then if there is any increase
in input cost and we are in a situation
where we are unable to meet our ends,
we will see.”

“But, as of now, we have no intention
to increase the consumer price,” said
Shah, who is also the Chairman of
National Dairy Development Board
(NDDB). Mother Dairy is a wholly owned
subsidiary of the NDDB.

He asserted that the milk supply sit-
uation and procurement of milk
from farmers in the country are
comfortable now.

On concerns related to supply of

fodder in view of IMD's forecast of
below normal monsoon, Shah said
there should not be any problem in the
total availability of fodder.

He said there could be problem in
some states, but that could be compen-
sated by other parts of the country.

Shah said the country’'s milk produc-
tion is expected to rise 4-6 per cent this
fiscal year from around 250 million
tonnes in the previous year.

The NDDB Chairman noted that the
growth in milk production annually is
in line with rising consumption and
asserted that there would not be any
issue in meeting this growing demand
for dairy products over the next
10-15 years.

MOTHER DAIRY CHAIRMAN MEENESH SHAH
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| DO NOT FORESEE
ANY INCREASE. BUT
THEN IF THERE IS
ANY INCREASE IN
INPUT COST AND
WE AREIN A
SITUATION WHERE
WE ARE UNABLE TO
MEET OUR ENDS,
WE WILL SEE

Shah said the Government has taken
various measures to boost milk produc-
tion through improvement of animal
health and their productivity. More
dairy cooperative societies are being
formed across the country.

Last month, Mother Dairy had said the
“revision in prices has been necessitat-
ed in view of the sustained increase in
farmer procurement prices, of around
6 per cent over the past one year,
despite continued efforts to limit the
impact on consumers”.

Mother Dairy had said the price revi-
sion represents only a partial pass
through of increased costs. It passes on
nearly 75-80 per cent of its milk sales
realisation to farmers.
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NCDFI, Assam Rifles sign MoA to bolster m|Ik supply via cooperatives

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

National Cooperative Dairy
Federation of India Ltd. (NCDFI) and
Assam Rifles signed a Memorandum
of Agreement (MoA) in New Delhi to
further strengthen cooperation for the
supply of milk and milk products
through the dairy cooperative
network. The MoA was exchanged by
Brig Sachinder Tiwari, SM, Brig (Adm),
Directorate General Assam Rifles and
Srinivas Sajja, MD, NCDFI, in the
august presence of Lt Gen Vikas
Lakhera, AVSM, SM, Director General,
Assam Rifles, and Dr Meenesh Shah,
Chairman, NCDFI & NDDB. The occa-
sion marked an important milestone
in expanding the role of dairy coop-
eratives in meeting the requirements
of Assam Rifles.

During the previous year, NCDFI
facilitated contracts with Assam Rifles
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for the supply of UHT milk by Amul
(Gujarat) and Nandini (Karnataka),
Whole Milk Powder by Warana Milk
Union (Maharashtra), and fresh milk
by Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura
Milk Unions. Accordingly, in addition
to the previous year's contracts, Malt
Based Food and Cheese are now
being supplied by Amul, while fresh
milk and butter are being supplied by
WAMUL (Assam), Dimapur (Nagaland),
Bhagirathi (West Bengal) and Alwar
(Rajasthan) Milk Unions.

The MoA reflects the shared com-
mitment of NCDFI and Assam Rifles

towards ensuring a dependable
supply of quality milk and milk prod-
ucts to Assam Rifles units, while also
creating meaningful market opportu-
nities for dairy cooperatives and their
farmer members, with particular
emphasis on strengthening dairy
development and farmer empower-
ment in the North Eastern region.
Speaking on occasion, Lt Gen Vikas
Lakhera, AVSM, SM, appreciated the
consistent efforts of NCDFI and the
participating dairy cooperatives in
meeting the requirements of Assam
Rifles. Dr Meenesh Shah said that the
association with Assam Rifles is a
matter of pride for dairy cooperative
sector. He stated that NCDFI has had
the privilege of facilitating supplies of
milk and milk products to Indian
Army and ITBP for last four decades,
and the partnership with Assam Rifles
further strengthens this trusted asso-
ciation with national institutions.
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Mother Dairy unveils naturally degradable milk pouch

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Mother Dairy on Tuesday
unveiled India’s first naturally
degradable milk pouch in soil
that would leave no trace of
plastics in environment. The
company will use this new
degradable milk pouch in its
cow milk variant sold across
Delhi-NCR from June 5 which
marks World Environment
Day.

Mother Dairy is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB).'The newly introduced
packaging is designed to nat-
urally degrade in soil withina
few years rather than cen-
turies, and importantly, this
transition is being undertaken
without any impact on con-
sumer milk prices,” Meenesh
Shah, Chairman of NDDB, said.
Mother Dairy is committed to
safeguarding the planet, he
said.

Mother Dairy said its new
milk pouch uses a first-of-its-

kind degradable packaging
innovation that enables the
material to transform into
biocavailable wax, which is
naturally broken down by
microbes present in the soil to
turn it into natural elements.
"The launch of India’s first nat-
urally degradable milk pouch
by Mother Dairy is yet another
milestone reflecting the
sector's continued ability to
lead and set new benchmarks,
while remaining committed to
a future-ready and sustainable
ecosystem,"” Shah said.
Jayatheertha Chary,
Managing Director of Mother
Dairy, said, "We undertook
over four years of research to

develop a naturally degrad-
able milk pouch that leaves no
trace of plastics in the environ-
ment."

While these milk pouches
will continue to remain recy-
clable, he said the key differ-
entiator lies in their ability to
degrade into natural elements,
thereby helping address the
challenge of fugitive plastic.

Mother Dairy, which was
commissioned in 1974, manu-
factures, markets & sells milk
and milk products including
cultured products, ice creams,
paneer, ghee, etc. under the
'Mother Dairy' brand. The
company also has a diversified
portfolio with products in
edible oils under the 'Dhara’
brand and fresh fruits & veg-
etables, frozen vegetables &
snacks, pulps & concentrates,
etc. under the 'Safal' brand.

On the issue of price rise on
its milks, Shah asserted that
the milk supply situation and
procurement of milk from
farmers in the country are
comfortable now. On con-

cerns related to supply of
fodderin view of IMD's forecast
of below normal monsoon,
Shah said there should not be
any problem in the total avail-
ability of fodder.

He said there could be
problem in some states, but
that could be compensated by
other parts of the country.
Shah said the country's milk
production is expected to rise
4-6 per cent this fiscal year
from around 250 million
tonnes in the previous year.

The NDDB Chairman noted
that growth in milk production
annually is in line with rising
consumption and asserted
that there would not be any
issue in meeting this growing
demand for dairy products
over the next 10-15 years.

Shah said government has
taken various measures (o
boost milk production
through improvement of
animal health and their pro-
ductivity. More dairy cooper-
ative societies are being
formed across the country.
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NCDF], Assam Ritles sign MoA to bolster milk supply via cooperatives

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi
National Cooperative Dairy

Federation of India Ltd. (NCDFI) and
Assam Rifles signed a Memorandum
of Agreement (MoA) in New Delhi to
further strengthen cooperation for the
supply of milk and milk products
through the dairy cooperative
network. The MoA was exchanged by
Brig Sachinder Tiwari, SM, Brig (Adm),
Directorate General Assam Rifles and
Srinivas Sajja, MD, NCDFI, in the
august presence of Lt Gen Vikas
Lakhera, AVSM, SM, Director General,
Assam Rifles, and Dr Meenesh Shah,
Chairman, NCDFI & NDDB. The occa-
sion marked an important milestone
in expanding the role of dairy coop-
eratives in meeting the requirements
of Assam Rifles.

During the previous year, NCDFI

facilitated contracts with Assam Rifles
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for the supply of UHT milk by Amul
(Gujarat) and Nandini (Karnataka),
Whole Milk Powder by Warana Milk
Union (Maharashtra), and fresh milk
by Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura
Milk Unions. Accordingly, in addition
to the previous year's contracts, Malt
Based Food and Cheese are now
being supplied by Amul, while fresh
milk and butter are being supplied by
WAMUL (Assam), Dimapur (Nagaland),
Bhagirathi (West Bengal) and Alwar
(Rajasthan) Milk Unions.

The MoA reflects the shared com-

mitment of NCDFI and Assam Rifles

towards ensuring a dependable
supply of quality milk and milk prod-
ucts to Assam Rifles units, while also
creating meaningful market opportu-
nities for dairy cooperatives and their
farmer members, with particular
emphasis on strengthening dairy
development and farmer empower-
ment in the North Eastern region.
Speaking on occasion, Lt Gen Vikas
Lakhera, AVSM, SM, appreciated the
consistent efforts of NCDFI and the
participating dairy cooperatives in
meeting the requirements of Assam
Rifles. Dr Meenesh Shah said that the
association with Assam Rifles is a
matter of pride for dairy cooperative
sector, He stated that NCDFI has had
the privilege of facilitating supplies of
milk and milk products to Indian
Army and ITBP for last four decades,
and the partnership with Assam Rifles
further strengthens this trusted asso-
ciation with national institutions.
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No intention to hike retail prlces* Mother Dairy Chairman

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

Mother Dairy, which hiked milk prices
by %2 per litre last month, on Tuesday
said there is no “intention” currently to
further increase the retail price in view
of comfortable supply situation.

Mother Dairy, one of the leading
fresh milk suppliers in India, sells
around 55 lakh litre of milk per day
across many States.

On May 14, the company increased
consumer prices of its liquid milk vari-
ants by ¥2 per litre to partly offset
rising input costs.

At a press conference, Mother Dairy
Chairman Meenesh Shah said the
company increased milk prices last
month after a gap of one year because
of the increased input cost.

About any plans to increase rates
further, he said, “I do not foresee any
increase. But then if there is any increase
in input cost and we are in a situation
where we are unable to meet our ends,
we will see.”

“But, as of now, we have no intention
to increase the consumer price,” said
Shah, who is also the Chairman of
National Dairy Development Board
(NDDB). Mother Dairy is a wholly owned
subsidiary of the NDDB.

He asserted that the milk supply sit-
uation and procurement of milk
from farmers in the country are
comfortable now.

On concerns related to supply of

fodder in view of IMD's forecast of
below normal monsoon, Shah said
there should not be any problem in the
total availability of fodder.

He said there could be problem in
some states, but that could be compen-
sated by other parts of the country.

Shah said the country's milk produc-
tion is expected to rise 4-6 per cent this
fiscal year from around 250 million
tonnes in the previous year.

The NDDB Chairman noted that the
growth in milk production annually is
in line with rising consumption and
asserted that there would not be any
issue in meeting this growing demand
for dairy products over the next
10-15 years.

MOTHER DAIRY CHAIRMAN MEENESH SHAH
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I DO NOT FORESEE
ANY INCREASE. BUT
THEN IF THERE IS
ANY INCREASE IN
INPUT COST AND
WE AREIN A
SITUATION WHERE
WE ARE UNABLETO
MEET OUR ENDS,
WE WILL SEE

Shah said the Government has taken
various measures to boost milk produc-
tion through improvement of animal
health and their productivity. More
dairy cooperative societies are being
formed across the country.

Last month, Mother Dairy had said the
“revision in prices has been necessitat-
ed in view of the sustained increase in
farmer procurement prices, of around
6 per cent over the past one year,
despite continued efforts to limit the
impact on consumers”.

Mother Dairy had said the price revi-
sion represents only a partial pass
through ofincreased costs. It passes on
nearly 75-80 per cent of its milk sales
realisation to farmers.
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Mother Dairy unveils naturally degradable milk pouch

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Mother Dairy on Tuesday
unveiled India's first naturally
degradable milk pouch in soil
that would leave no trace of
plastics in environment. The
company will use this new
degradable milk pouch in its
cow milk variant sold across
Delhi-NCR from June 5 which
marks World Environment
Day.

Mother Dairy is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB). "The newly introduced
packaging is designed to nat-
urally degrade in soil withina
few years rather than cen-
turies, and importantly, this
transition is being undertaken
without any impact on con-
sumer milk prices,” Meenesh
Shah, Chairman of NDDB, said.
Mother Dairy is committed to
safeguarding the planet, he
said.

Mother Dairy said its new
milk pouch uses a first-of-its-

A -l
kind degradable packaging
innovation that enables the
material to transform into
bioavailable wax, which is
naturally broken down by
microbes present in the soil to
turn it into natural elements.
"The launch of India's first nat-
urally degradable milk pouch
by Mother Dairy is yet another
milestone reflecting the
sector's continued ability to
lead and set new benchmarks,
while remaining committed to
a future-ready and sustainable
ecosystem,” Shah said.
Jayatheertha  Chary,
Managing Director of Mother
Dairy, said, "We undertook
over four years of research to

develop a naturally degrad-
able milk pouch that leaves no
trace of plastics in the environ-
ment."

While these milk pouches
will continue to remain recy-
clable, he said the key differ-
entiator lies in their ability to
degrade into natural elements,
thereby helping address the
challenge of fugitive plasfic.

Mother Dairy, which was
commissioned in 1974, manu-
factures, markets & sells milk
and milk products including
cultured products, ice creams,
paneer, ghee, etc. under the
‘Mother Dairy' brand. The
company also has a diversified
portfolio with products in
edible oils under the 'Dhara’
brand and fresh fruits & veg-
etables, frozen vegetables &
snacks, pulps & concentrates,
etc. under the 'Safal’ brand.

On the issue of price rise on
its milks, Shah asserted that
the milk supply situation and
procurement of milk from
farmers in the country are
comfortable now. On con-

cerns related to supply of
fodderin view of IMD's forecast
of below normal monsoan,
Shah said there should not be
any problem in the total avail-
ability of fodder.

He said there could be
problem in some states, but
that could be compensated by
other parts of the country.
Shah said the country's milk
production is expected to rise
4-6 per cent this fiscal year
from around 250 million
tonnes in the previous year.

The NDDB Chairman noted
that growth in milk production
annually is in line with rising
consumption and asserted
that there would not be any
issue in meeting this growing
demand for dairy products
over the next 10-15 years.

Shah said government has
taken various measures to
boost milk production
through improvement of
animal health and their pro-
ductivity. More dairy cooper-
ative societies are being
formed across the country.
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NCDFI, Assam Rifles sign MOA to bolster mllk supply via cooperatives

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

National Cooperative Dairy
Federation of India Ltd. (NCDFI) and
Assam Rifles signed a Memorandum
of Agreement (MoA) in New Delhi to
further strengthen cooperation for the
supply of milk and milk products
through the dairy cooperative
network. The MoA was exchanged by
Brig Sachinder Tiwari, SM, Brig (Adm),
Directorate General Assam Rifles and
Srinivas Sajja, MD, NCDFI, in the
august presence of Lt Gen Vikas
Lakhera, AVSM, SM, Director General,
Assam Rifles, and Dr Meenesh Shah,
Chairman, NCDFI & NDDB. The occa-
sion marked an important milestone
in expanding the role of dairy coop-
eratives in meeting the requirements
of Assam Rifles.

During the previous year, NCDFI
facilitated contracts with Assam Rifles
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for the supply of UHT milk by Amul
(Gujarat) and Nandini (Karnataka),
Whole Milk Powder by Warana Milk
Union (Maharashtra), and fresh milk
by Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura
Milk Unions. Accordingly, in addition
to the previous year's contracts, Malt
Based Food and Cheese are now
being supplied by Amul, while fresh
milk and butter are being supplied by
WAMUL (Assam), Dimapur (Nagaland),
Bhagirathi (West Bengal) and Alwar
(Rajasthan) Milk Unions.

The MoA reflects the shared com-
mitment of NCDFI and Assam Rifles

towards ensuring a dependable
supply of quality milk and milk prod-
ucts to Assam Rifles units, while also
creating meaningful market opportu-
nities for dairy cooperatives and their
farmer members, with particular
emphasis on strengthening dairy
development and farmer empower-
ment in the North Eastern region.
Speaking on occasion, Lt Gen Vikas
Lakhera, AVSM, SM, appreciated the
consistent efforts of NCDFI and the
participating dairy cooperatives in
meeting the requirements of Assam
Rifles. Dr Meenesh Shah said that the
association with Assam Rifles is a
matter of pride for dairy cooperative
sector. He stated that NCDFI has had
the privilege of facilitating supplies of
milk and milk products to Indian
Army and ITBP for last four decades,
and the partnership with Assam Rifles
further strengthens this trusted asso-
ciation with national institutions.
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Dairy Co-op,
Assam Rifles ink
supply pact

Our Bureau
MWew Delhi

The National Cooperative
Dairy Federation (NCDFT)
and Assam Rifles signed an
agreement on Tuesday to ex-
pand the supply of milk and
dairy products to military
units across the North-East
region. The deal is expected
to generate additional rev-
enue of about ¥44 crore per
year for the cooperatives.

Cooperatives like Amul,
Nandini and Warana are
already supplying UHT milk
and whole milk powder to
units of Assam Rifles. How-
ever, the current MoU,
signed in New Delhi, will en-
able more cooperatives to
supply to more units.

Fresh milk and butter will
now reach 72 military estab-
lishments across the seven
North-Eastern States, while
Amul will additionally supply
cheese and malt-based food,
NCDFI said in a statement.
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Dairy Co-op,
Assam Rifles ink
supply pact

Our Bureau
MWew Delhi

The National Cooperative
Dairy Federation (NCDFT)
and Assam Rifles signed an
agreement on Tuesday to ex-
pand the supply of milk and
dairy products to military
units across the North-East
region. The deal is expected
to generate additional rev-
enue of about ¥44 crore per
year for the cooperatives.

Cooperatives like Amul,
Nandini and Warana are
already supplying UHT milk
and whole milk powder to
units of Assam Rifles. How-
ever, the current MoU,
signed in New Delhi, will en-
able more cooperatives to
supply to more units.

Fresh milk and butter will
now reach 72 military estab-
lishments across the seven
North-Eastern States, while
Amul will additionally supply
cheese and malt-based food,
NCDFI said in a statement.
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Dairy Co-op,
Assam Rifles ink
supply pact

Our Bureau
MWew Delhi

The National Cooperative
Dairy Federation (NCDFT)
and Assam Rifles signed an
agreement on Tuesday to ex-
pand the supply of milk and
dairy products to military
units across the North-East
region. The deal is expected
to generate additional rev-
enue of about ¥44 crore per
year for the cooperatives.

Cooperatives like Amul,
Nandini and Warana are
already supplying UHT milk
and whole milk powder to
units of Assam Rifles. How-
ever, the current MoU,
signed in New Delhi, will en-
able more cooperatives to
supply to more units.

Fresh milk and butter will
now reach 72 military estab-
lishments across the seven
North-Eastern States, while
Amul will additionally supply
cheese and malt-based food,
NCDFI said in a statement.
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Dairy Co-op,
Assam Rifles ink
supply pact

Our Bureau
MWew Delhi

The National Cooperative
Dairy Federation (NCDFT)
and Assam Rifles signed an
agreement on Tuesday to ex-
pand the supply of milk and
dairy products to military
units across the North-East
region. The deal is expected
to generate additional rev-
enue of about ¥44 crore per
year for the cooperatives.

Cooperatives like Amul,
Nandini and Warana are
already supplying UHT milk
and whole milk powder to
units of Assam Rifles. How-
ever, the current MoU,
signed in New Delhi, will en-
able more cooperatives to
supply to more units.

Fresh milk and butter will
now reach 72 military estab-
lishments across the seven
North-Eastern States, while
Amul will additionally supply
cheese and malt-based food,
NCDFI said in a statement.
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Dairy Co-op,
Assam Rifles ink
supply pact

Our Bureau
MWew Delhi

The National Cooperative
Dairy Federation (NCDFT)
and Assam Rifles signed an
agreement on Tuesday to ex-
pand the supply of milk and
dairy products to military
units across the North-East
region. The deal is expected
to generate additional rev-
enue of about ¥44 crore per
year for the cooperatives.

Cooperatives like Amul,
Nandini and Warana are
already supplying UHT milk
and whole milk powder to
units of Assam Rifles. How-
ever, the current MoU,
signed in New Delhi, will en-
able more cooperatives to
supply to more units.

Fresh milk and butter will
now reach 72 military estab-
lishments across the seven
North-Eastern States, while
Amul will additionally supply
cheese and malt-based food,
NCDFI said in a statement.
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UTTAR PRADESH

Sugarcane payments cross X 31K cr

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 2 June

Sugarcane, one of Uttar Pra-
desh’s (UP) most lucrative cash
crops, hasgenerated payments
of more than ¥31,000 crore to
farmers during the current
crushing season.

Against total dues of nearly
335,000 crore for the 2025-26
sugar season (October-Sep-
tember), the state’s sugar mills
have collectively paid more
than 31,000 crore, or around
90 per cent of outstanding
cane paymernts.

Uttar Pradesh has 121 sugar
mills, comprising 95 private

units, 23 mills operated by the
UP Cooperative Sugar Mills
Federation and three mills
under the UP State Sugar Cor-
poration. According to the
state government, sugarcane
farmers have received pay-
ments of about ¥3.27 trillion
between 2017 and 2026.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
(CM) Yogi Adityanath has
directed officials to ensure the
early settlement of all sugar-
cane arrears.

According to Deepak Gup-
tara, Secretary General of the
UP Sugar Mills Association
(UPSMA), sugar and ethanol (a
byproduct of sugar) prices have

remained unchanged despite
rising input costs in sugar pro-
duction, affecting mills’ ability
tocleardues.

The sugar industry has
been urging the central gov-
ernment to increase ethanol
prices, arguing that higher
rates are necessary forthelong-
term viability of the sector.

Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh’s
121 sugar mills collectively
crushed nearly 87.80 million
tonnes (MT) of sugarcane and
produced around 8.97 MT of
sugar, lower than the state’s
sugar output of 9.2 MT in the
previous crushing season
(2024-25).
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UTTAR PRADESH

Sugarcane payments cross X 31K cr

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 2 June

Sugarcane, one of Uttar Pra-
desh’s (UP) most lucrative cash
crops, hasgenerated payments
of more than 331,000 crore to
farmers during the current
crushing season.

Against total dues of nearly
335,000 crore for the 2025-26
sugar season (October-Sep-
tember), the state’s sugar mills
have collectively paid more
than ¥31,000 crore, or around
90 per cent of outstanding
cane payments.

Uttar Pradesh has 121 sugar
mills, comprising 95 private

units, 23 mills operated by the
UP Cooperative Sugar Mills
Federation and three mills
under the UP State Sugar Cor-
poration. According to the
state government, sugarcane
farmers have received pay-
ments of about ¥3.27 trillion
between 2017 and 2026.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
(CM) Yogi Adityanath has
directed officials to ensure the
early settlement of all sugar-
cane arrears.

According to Deepak Gup-
tara, Secretary General of the
UP Sugar Mills Association
(UPSMA), sugar and ethanol (a
byproduct of sugar) prices have

remained unchanged despite
rising input costs in sugar pro-
duction, affecting mills’ ability
tocleardues.

The sugar industry has
been urging the central gov-
ernment to increase ethanol
prices, arguing that higher
rates are necessary forthelong-
term viability of the sector.

Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh’s
121 sugar mills collectively
crushed nearly 8780 million
tonnes (MT) of sugarcane and
produced around 8.97 MT of
sugar, lower than the state’s
sugar output of 9.2 MT in the
previous crushing season
(2024-25).
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UTTAR PRADESH

Sugarcane payments cross X 31K cr

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 2 June

Sugarcane, one of Uttar Pra-
desh’s (UP) most lucrative cash
crops, hasgenerated payments
of more than 331,000 crore to
farmers during the current
crushing season.

Against total dues of nearly
335,000 crore for the 2025-26
sugar season (October-Sep-
tember), the state’s sugar mills
have collectively paid more
than ¥31,000 crore, or around
90 per cent of outstanding
cane payments.

Uttar Pradesh has 121 sugar
mills, comprising 95 private

units, 23 mills operated by the
UP Cooperative Sugar Mills
Federation and three mills
under the UP State Sugar Cor-
poration. According to the
state government, sugarcane
farmers have received pay-
ments of about ¥3.27 trillion
between 2017 and 2026.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
(CM) Yogi Adityanath has
directed officials to ensure the
early settlement of all sugar-
cane arrears.

According to Deepak Gup-
tara, Secretary General of the
UP Sugar Mills Association
(UPSMA), sugar and ethanol (a
byproduct of sugar) prices have

remained unchanged despite
rising input costs in sugar pro-
duction, affecting mills’ ability
tocleardues.

The sugar industry has
been urging the central gov-
ernment to increase ethanol
prices, arguing that higher
rates are necessary forthelong-
term viability of the sector.

Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh’s
121 sugar mills collectively
crushed nearly 8780 million
tonnes (MT) of sugarcane and
produced around 8.97 MT of
sugar, lower than the state’s
sugar output of 9.2 MT in the
previous crushing season
(2024-25).
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UTTAR PRADESH

Sugarcane payments cross X 31K cr

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 2 June

Sugarcane, one of Uttar Pra-
desh’s (UP) most lucrative cash
crops, hasgenerated payments
of more than 331,000 crore to
farmers during the current
crushing season.

Against total dues of nearly
335,000 crore for the 2025-26
sugar season (October-Sep-
tember), the state’s sugar mills
have collectively paid more
than ¥31,000 crore, or around
90 per cent of outstanding
cane payments.

Uttar Pradesh has 121 sugar
mills, comprising 95 private

units, 23 mills operated by the
UP Cooperative Sugar Mills
Federation and three mills
under the UP State Sugar Cor-
poration. According to the
state government, sugarcane
farmers have received pay-
ments of about ¥3.27 trillion
between 2017 and 2026.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
(CM) Yogi Adityanath has
directed officials to ensure the
early settlement of all sugar-
cane arrears.

According to Deepak Gup-
tara, Secretary General of the
UP Sugar Mills Association
(UPSMA), sugar and ethanol (a
byproduct of sugar) prices have

remained unchanged despite
rising input costs in sugar pro-
duction, affecting mills’ ability
tocleardues.

The sugar industry has
been urging the central gov-
ernment to increase ethanol
prices, arguing that higher
rates are necessary forthelong-
term viability of the sector.

Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh’s
121 sugar mills collectively
crushed nearly 8780 million
tonnes (MT) of sugarcane and
produced around 8.97 MT of
sugar, lower than the state’s
sugar output of 9.2 MT in the
previous crushing season
(2024-25).
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UTTAR PRADESH

Sugarcane payments cross X 31K cr

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 2 June

Sugarcane, one of Uttar Pra-
desh’s (UP) most lucrative cash
crops, hasgenerated payments
of more than 331,000 crore to
farmers during the current
crushing season.

Against total dues of nearly
335,000 crore for the 2025-26
sugar season (October-Sep-
tember), the state’s sugar mills
have collectively paid more
than ¥31,000 crore, or around
90 per cent of outstanding
cane payments.

Uttar Pradesh has 121 sugar
mills, comprising 95 private

units, 23 mills operated by the
UP Cooperative Sugar Mills
Federation and three mills
under the UP State Sugar Cor-
poration. According to the
state government, sugarcane
farmers have received pay-
ments of about ¥3.27 trillion
between 2017 and 2026.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
(CM) Yogi Adityanath has
directed officials to ensure the
early settlement of all sugar-
cane arrears.

According to Deepak Gup-
tara, Secretary General of the
UP Sugar Mills Association
(UPSMA), sugar and ethanol (a
byproduct of sugar) prices have

remained unchanged despite
rising input costs in sugar pro-
duction, affecting mills’ ability
tocleardues.

The sugar industry has
been urging the central gov-
ernment to increase ethanol
prices, arguing that higher
rates are necessary forthelong-
term viability of the sector.

Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh’s
121 sugar mills collectively
crushed nearly 8780 million
tonnes (MT) of sugarcane and
produced around 8.97 MT of
sugar, lower than the state’s
sugar output of 9.2 MT in the
previous crushing season
(2024-25).
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UTTAR PRADESH

Sugarcane payments cross X 31K cr

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 2 June

Sugarcane, one of Uttar Pra-
desh’s (UP) most lucrative cash
crops, hasgenerated payments
of more than 331,000 crore to
farmers during the current
crushing season.

Against total dues of nearly
335,000 crore for the 2025-26
sugar season (October-Sep-
tember), the state’s sugar mills
have collectively paid more
than ¥31,000 crore, or around
90 per cent of outstanding
cane payments.

Uttar Pradesh has 121 sugar
mills, comprising 95 private

units, 23 mills operated by the
UP Cooperative Sugar Mills
Federation and three mills
under the UP State Sugar Cor-
poration. According to the
state government, sugarcane
farmers have received pay-
ments of about ¥3.27 trillion
between 2017 and 2026.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
(CM) Yogi Adityanath has
directed officials to ensure the
early settlement of all sugar-
cane arrears.

According to Deepak Gup-
tara, Secretary General of the
UP Sugar Mills Association
(UPSMA), sugar and ethanol (a
byproduct of sugar) prices have

remained unchanged despite
rising input costs in sugar pro-
duction, affecting mills’ ability
tocleardues.

The sugar industry has
been urging the central gov-
ernment to increase ethanol
prices, arguing that higher
rates are necessary forthelong-
term viability of the sector.

Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh’s
121 sugar mills collectively
crushed nearly 8780 million
tonnes (MT) of sugarcane and
produced around 8.97 MT of
sugar, lower than the state’s
sugar output of 9.2 MT in the
previous crushing season
(2024-25).




Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:

% Financial Express 03/06/2026 Delhi
sl Page No: CCM:
3 183.24

No plan to raise milk
prices for now: NDDB

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, June 2

THE POSSIBLE IMPACT of
weak monsoon on green fod-
der supplies may not affect
milk production,and pricesare
unlikely to rise above current
levels, Meenesh Shah, chair-
man of the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB),
said on Tuesday.

“Interms of the India Mete-
orological Department's fore-
cast of below-normal mon-
soon rainfall,we will be able to
manage with cattle feed and
dry fodder, we do not see any
challenge as it (shortfall in
monsoon rains) would not
impact the entire country,”
Shah told FE.

He said there may be some
issues in central India, but
foddersupplies in the north-
ern and southern regions
are comfortable.

“Compared to last year, we
are paying more to the produc-
ers or farmers because of an
increase in inputs, which we
have already factored in; as of
now we have no intention to
increase the price,” Shah said.

In May 2025 and 2026,
milk prices were hiked by
cooperatives such as Amul
and Mother Dairy by ¥2/litre
for various variants due to a
rise in input costs and the
geopolitical situation.

In the last decade, Shah
said that milk production in
India, the world's largest pro-
ducer over the last two
decades, has been growing at

a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 5% to 6%.
“Both in terms of production
and procurement, we are wit-
nessing a healthy growthand
there is no de-growth except
for a few years during Covid,”
Shah stated.

“Bothgrowth in production
and consumption are moving
in tandem; that’s why we are
not facing any challenge in
terms of supplies and produc-
tion,” he said. India’s milk pro-
duction was 247.87 million
tonnein 2024-25,an increase
of 3.58% year-on-year.

Shah noted that the coun-
try is currently comfortable in
terms of milk production and
for the next 10-15 years,
NDDB does not foresee con-
sumption growth being higher
than production.

However, he acknowledged
that the biggest current chal-
lenge is the lower productivity
of animals currently around
2,200 kg of milk per animal
perlactationagainst the global
average of over 10,000 kg of
milk perlactation.
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No plan to raise milk
prices for now: NDDB

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, June 2

THE POSSIBLE IMPACT of
weak monsoon on green fod-
der supplies may not affect
milk production,and prices are
unlikely to rise above current
levels, Meenesh Shah, chair-
man of the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB),
said on Tuesday.

“Interms of the India Mete-
orological Department's fore-
cast of below-normal mon-
soon rainfall, we will be able to
manage with cattle feed and
dry fodder, we do not see any
challenge as it (shortfall in
monsoon rains) would not
impact the entire country,”
Shah told FE.

He said there may besome
issues in central India, but
fodder supplies in the north-
ern and southern regions
are comfortable.

“Compared to last year, we
are paying more to the produc-
ers or farmers because of an
increase in inputs, which we
have already factored in; as of
now we have no intention to
increase the price,” Shah said.

In May 2025 and 2026,
milk prices were hiked by
cooperatives such as Amul
and Mother Dairy by ¥2/litre
for various variants due toa
rise in input costs and the
geopolitical situation.

In the last decade, Shah
said that milk production in
India, the world's largest pro-
ducer over the last two
decades, has been growing at

a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 5% to 6%.
“Both in terms of production
and procurement, we are wit-
nessing a healthy growthand
there is no de-growth except
for a few years during Covid,”
Shah stated.

“Both growth in production
and consumption are moving
in tandem; that’s why we are
not facing any challenge in
terms of supplies and produc-
tion,” he said.

India’s milk production
was 247.87 million tonne in
2024-25,anincreaseof 3.58%
year-on-year.

Shah noted that the coun-
try is currently comfortable in
terms of milk production and
for the next 10-15 years,
NDDB does not foresee con-
sumption growth being higher
than production.

However,he acknowledged
that the biggest current chal-
lenge is the lower productivity
of animals currently around
2,200 kg of milk per animal
perlactation against the global
average of over 10,000 kg of
milk per lactation.
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No plan to raise milk
prices for now: NDDB

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, June 2

THE POSSIBLE IMPACT of
weak monsoon on green fod-
der supplies may not affect
milk production,and prices are
unlikely to rise above current
levels, Meenesh Shah, chair-
man of the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB),
said on Tuesday.

“Interms of the India Mete-
orological Department's fore-
cast of below-normal mon-
soon rainfall, we will be able to
manage with cattle feed and
dry fodder, we do not see any
challenge as it (shortfall in
monsoon rains) would not
impact the entire country,”
Shah told FE.

He said there may besome
issues in central India, but
fodder supplies in the north-
ern and southern regions
are comfortable.

“Compared to last year, we
are paying more to the produc-
ers or farmers because of an
increase in inputs, which we
have already factored in; as of
now we have no intention to
increase the price,” Shah said.

In May 2025 and 2026,
milk prices were hiked by
cooperatives such as Amul
and Mother Dairy by ¥2/litre
for various variants due toa
rise in input costs and the
geopolitical situation.

In the last decade, Shah
said that milk production in
India, the world's largest pro-
ducer over the last two
decades, has been growing at

a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 5% to 6%.
“Both in terms of production
and procurement, we are wit-
nessing a healthy growthand
there is no de-growth except
for a few years during Covid,”
Shah stated.

“Both growth in production
and consumption are moving
in tandem; that’s why we are
not facing any challenge in
terms of supplies and produc-
tion,” he said.

India’s milk production
was 247.87 million tonne in
2024-25,anincreaseof 3.58%
year-on-year.

Shah noted that the coun-
try is currently comfortable in
terms of milk production and
for the next 10-15 years,
NDDB does not foresee con-
sumption growth being higher
than production.

However,he acknowledged
that the biggest current chal-
lenge is the lower productivity
of animals currently around
2,200 kg of milk per animal
perlactation against the global
average of over 10,000 kg of
milk per lactation.
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No plan to raise milk
prices for now: NDDB

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, June 2

THE POSSIBLE IMPACT of
weak monsoon on green fod-
der supplies may not affect
milk production,and pricesare
unlikely to rise above current
levels, Meenesh Shah, chair-
man of the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB),
said on Tuesday.

“In terms of the India Mete-
orological Department's fore-
cast of below-normal mon-
soon rainfall, we will be able to
manage with cattle feed and
dry fodder, we do not see any
challenge as it (shortfall in
monsoon rains) would not
impact the entire country,”
Shah told FE.

He said there maybe some
issues in central India, but
fodder supplies in the north-
ern and southern regions
are comfortable.

“Compared to last year, we
are paying more to the produc-
ers or farmers because of an
increase in inputs, which we
have already factored in; as of
now we have no intention to
increase the price,” Shah said.

In May 2025 and 2026,
milk prices were hiked by
cooperatives such as Amul
and Mother Dairy by 2 /litre
for various variants due to a
rise in input costs and the
geopolitical situation.

In the last decade, Shah
said that milk production in
India, the world's largest pro-
ducer over the last two
decades, has been growing at

a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 5% to 6%.
“Both in terms of production
and procurement, we are wit-
nessing a healthy growth and
there is no de-growth except
for a few years during Covid,”
Shah stated.

“Both growth in production
and consumption are moving
in tandem; that’s why we are
not facing any challenge in
terms of supplies and produc-
tion,” he said.

India’s milk production was
247.87 milliontonnein 2024-
25,anincrease of 3.58% year-
on-year.

Shah noted that the coun-
try is currently comfortable in
terms of milk production and
for the next 10-15 years,
NDDB does not foresee con-
sumption growth being higher
than production.

However, he acknowledged
that the biggest current chal-
lenge is the lower productivity
of animals currently around
2,200 kg of milk per animal
perlactation against the global
average of over 10,000 kg of
milk perlactation.
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No plan to raise milk
prices for now: NDDB

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, June 2

THE POSSIBLE IMPACT of
weak monsoon on green fod-
der supplies may not affect
milk production,and pricesare
unlikely to rise above current
levels, Meenesh Shah, chair-
man of the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB),
said on Tuesday.

“Interms of the India Mete-
orological Department's fore-
cast of below-normal mon-
soon rainfall, we will be able to
manage with cattle feed and
dry fodder, we do not see any
challenge as it (shortfall in
monsoon rains) would not
impact the entire country,”
Shah told FE.

He said there maybe some
issues in central India, but
fodder supplies in the north-
ern and southern regions
are comfortable.

“Compared to last year, we
are paying more to the produc-
ers or farmers because of an
increase in inputs, which we
have already factored in; as of
now we have no intention to
increase the price,”Shah said.

In May 2025 and 2026,
milk prices were hiked by
cooperatives such as Amul
and Mother Dairy by ¥2/litre
for various variants due to a
rise in input costs and the
geopolitical situation.

In the last decade, Shah
said that milk production in
India, the world's largest pro-
ducer over the last two
decades, has been growing at

a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 5% to 6%.
“Both in terms of production
and procurement, we are wit-
nessing a healthy growth and
there is no de-growth except
for a few years during Covid,”
Shah stated.

“Both growth in production
and consumption are moving
in tandem; that’s why we are
not facing any challenge in
terms of supplies and produc-
tion,” he said. India’s milk pro-
duction was 247,87 million
tonnein 2024-25,an increase
of 3.58% year-on-year.

Shah noted that the coun-
try is currently comfortable in
terms of milk production and
for the next 10-15 years,
NDDB does not foresee con-
sumption growth being higher
than production.

However, he acknowledged
that the biggest current chal-
lenge is the lower productivity
of animals currently around
2,200 kg of milk per animal
perlactation against the global
average of over 10,000 kg of
milk per lactation.
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No plan to raise milk
prices for now: NDDB

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, June 2

THE POSSIBLE IMPACT of
weak monsoon on green fod-
der supplies may not affect
milk production,and pricesare
unlikely to rise above current
levels, Meenesh Shah, chair-
man of the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDBE),
said on Tuesday.

“Interms of the India Mete-
orological Department's fore-
cast of below-normal mon-
soon rainfall, we will be able to
manage with cattle feed and
dry fodder, we do not see any
challenge as it (shortfall in
monsoon rains) would not
impact the entire country,”
Shah told FE.

He said there may be some
issues in central India, but
fodder supplies in the north-
ern and southern regions
are comfortable,

“Compared to last year, we
are paying more to the produc-
ers or farmers because of an
increase in inputs, which we
have already factored in; as of
now we have no intention to
increase the price,” Shah said.

In May 2025 and 2026,
milk prices were hiked by
cooperatives such as Amul
and Mother Dairy by ¥2/litre
for various variants due to a
rise in input costs and the
geopolitical situation.

In the last decade, Shah
said that milk production in
India, the world's largest pro-
ducer over the last two
decades, has been growing at

a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 5% to 6%.
“Both in terms of production
and procurement, we are wit-
nessing a healthy growth and
there is no de-growth except
for a few years during Covid,”
Shah stated.

“Both growth in production
and consumption are moving
in tandem; that’s why we are
not facing any challenge in
terms of supplies and produc-
tion,” he said. India’s milk pro-
duction was 247.87 million
tonnein 2024-25,an increase
of 3.58% year-on-year.

Shah noted that the coun-
try is currently comfortable in
terms of milk production and
for the next 10-15 years,
NDDB does not foresee con-
sumption growth being higher
than production.

However, he acknowledged
that the biggest current chal-
lenge is the lower productivity
of animals currently around
2,200 kg of milk per animal
perlactation against the global
average of over 10,000 kg of
milk per lactation.
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No plan to raise milk
prices for now: NDDB

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, June 2

THE POSSIBLE IMPACT of
weak monsoon on green fod-
der supplies may not affect
milk production,and pricesare
unlikely to rise above current
levels, Meenesh Shah, chair-
man of the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB),
said on Tuesday.

“Interms of the India Mete-
orological Department's fore-
cast of below-normal mon-
soon rainfall, we will be able to
manage with cattle feed and
dry fodder, we do not see any
challenge as it (shortfall in
monsoon rains) would not
impact the entire country,’
Shahtold FE.

He said there may be some
issues in central India, but
fodder supplies in the north-
ern and southern regions
are comfortable.

“Compared to last year, we
are paying more to the produc-
ers or farmers because of an
increase in inputs, which we
have already factored in; as of
now we have no intention to
increase the price,” Shah said.

In May 2025 and 2026,
milk prices were hiked by
cooperatives such as Amul
and Mother Dairy by ¥2/litre
for various variants due to a
rise in input costs and the
geopolitical situation.

In the last decade, Shah
said that milk production in
India, the world's largest pro-
ducer over the last two
decades, has been growing at

a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 5% to 6%.
“Both in terms of production
and procurement,we are wit-
nessing a healthy growthand
there is no de-growth except
for a few years during Covid,”
Shah stated.

“Both growth in production
and consumption are moving
in tandem; that’s why we are
not facing any challenge in
terms of supplies and produc-
tion,” he said. India’s milk pro-
duction was 247.87 million
tonnein 2024-25,an increase
of 3.580% year-on-year.

Shah noted that the coun-
try is currently comfortable in
terms of milk production and
for the next 10-15 years,
NDDB does not foresee con-
sumption growth being higher
than production.

However, he acknowledged
that the biggest current chal-
lenge is the lower productivity
of animals currently around
2,200 kg of milk per animal
perlactation againstthe global
average of over 10,000 kg of
milk per lactation.
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Raj Dalry to get 360° transparency push: Min

Jaipur

Animal Husbandry, Go-
palan, Dairy and Dev-
asthan Minister Joraram
Kumawat on Tuesday
chaired a review meeting
of the Dairy Department
at the Secretariat, focus-
ing on strengthening Ra-
jasthan’s dairy network
and boosting livestock
rearers’ income. The
meeting was attended by
senior officials, includ-

Cabinet Minister Joraram Kumawat chairs a high-level review
meeting of the Dairy Department at Secretariat in Jaipur on
Tuesday. RCDF MD Shruti Bhardwaj and others were present.

ing RCDF Managing Di-
rector Shruti Bhardwaj.
Kumawat issued key

directives to enhance
transparency, announc-
ing that applications for

Kumawat ordered
transparency
reforms in dairy
sector, stating that
applications for milk
cooperatives and
collection centres will
be invited and
allotted fully online
under the new policy

milk cooperative socie-
ties and collection cen-
tres will now be pro-

He also allowed coopera-
tives to set up Bulk Milk
Coolers through their
own investment to im-
prove milk quality.
Meeting reviewed in-
fra expansion, including
10 lakh litre Jaipur Dairy
unit, 50,000 litre Rajsa-
mand plant, and cattle
feed plants in Pali and
Gulabpura. Kumawat
pushed budget work, re-
viewed schemes, ordered
clearance of dues.
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Dairy Minister directs
digital overhaul of milk
cooperatives in Rajasthan

Animal Husbandry and Dairying Minister Joraram Kumawat
chairs a high-level review meeting at Secretariat Jaipur.

TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR

Rajasthan’s dairy sector is
set for a major administra-
tive and infrastructural
overhaul as Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairying Min-
ister Joraram Kumawat on
Tuesday chaired a high-

level review meeting aimed
at strengthening the state’s
milk production and coop-
erative network.

During the meeting, at-
tended by RCDF Managing
Director Shruti Bhardwaj,
the minister announced a

series of reforms focused on
B P5
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Dairy Minister directs digital overhaul...

CONTINUED FROM P1

transparency, efficiency and
expansion of dairy infra-
structure across Rajasthan.

A key decision taken in the
meeting is the introduction
of a fully online allocation
system for milk coopera-
tives and collection centres.
The new digital mechanism
is aimed at ensuring trans-
parency in the allotment
process and reducing man-
ual intervention in adminis-
trative procedures. Officials
said the move is expected
to streamline operations
and improve accountahil-
ity across the dairy supply
chain. In another significant
policy reform, the minister
approved a provision al-
lowing local milk commit-
tees to install Bulk Milk
Coolers (BMCs) using their
own financial resources.

The initiative is intended to
improve milk preservation
at the village level, reduce
spoilage and enhance qual-
ity before procurement by
dairy unions.

The meeting also reviewed
and approved the rollout of
several completed infra-
structure projects across
the state. These include a
large-scale milk processing
unit at Jaipur Dairy with a
capacity of 1 million litres
per day, which is expected
to significantly boost pro-
cessing efficiency and meet
growing urban demand.

Other projects include a
50,000-litre processing
plant in Rajsamand and
new cattle feed production
facilities in Pali and Gu-
labpura with capacities of
300 tonnes per day and 150
tonnes per day respectively.
Officials also discussed

plans for setting up an ad-
ditional 150-tonne cattle
feed plant in Kota to further
strengthen livestock nutri-
tion infrastructure.

Minister Kumawat em-
phasized the need for timely
implementation of all pend-
ing works and directed of-
ficials to immediately clear
outstanding payments owed
to livestock farmers. He stat-
ed that any delay in farmer
payments would not be
tolerated, underscoring the
government’s commitment
tosafeguarding the interests
of rural dairy producers.

He further stressed that
strengthening Rajasthan’s
dairy ecosystem is crucial
for supporting rural live-
lihoods, improving milk
quality standards and en-
suring long-term sustain-
ability of the cooperative
sector.
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Dairy Minister directs digital overhaul...

CONTINUED FROM P1

transparency, efficiency and
expansion of dairy infra-
structure across Rajasthan.

A key decision taken in the
meeting is the introduction
of a fully online allocation
system for milk coopera-
tives and collection centres.
The new digital mechanism
is aimed at ensuring trans-
parency in the allotment
process and reducing man-
ual intervention in adminis-
trative procedures. Officials
said the move is expected
to streamline operations
and improve accountabil-
ity across the dairy supply
chain. In another significant
policy reform, the minister
approved a provision al-
lowing local milk commit-
tees to install Bulk Milk
Coolers (BMCs) using their
own financial resources.

The initiative is intended to
improve milk preservation
at the village level, reduce
spoilage and enhance qual-
ity before procurement by
dairy unions.

The meeting also reviewed
and approved the rollout of
several completed infra-
structure projects across
the state. These include a
large-scale milk processing
unit at Jaipur Dairy with a
capacity of 1 million litres
per day, which is expected
to significantly boost pro-
cessing efficiency and meet
growing urban demand.

Other projects include a
20,000-litre processing
plant in Rajsamand and
new cattle feed production
facilities in Pali and Gu-
labpura with capacities of
300 tonnes per day and 150
tonnes per day respectivelv.
Officials also discussed

plans for setting up an ad-
ditional 150-tonne cattle
feed plant in Kota to further
strengthen livestock nutri-
tion infrastructure.

Minister Kumawat em-
phasized the need for timely
implementation of all pend-
ing works and directed of-
ficials to immediately clear
outstanding payments owed
tolivestock farmers. He stat-
ed that any delay in farmer
payments would not be
tolerated, underscoring the
government’s commitment
tosafeguarding the interests
of rural dairy producers.

He further stressed that
strengthening Rajasthan’s
dairy ecosystem is crucial
for supporting rural live-
lihoods, improving milk
quality standards and en-
suring long-term sustain-
ability of the cooperative
sector.
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Punjab hikes kisan credit card
crop loan limits to assist farmers

Ashok Sharma

info@ impressivetimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann on Tuesday
announced a major pol-
icy overhaul for Kisan
Credit Card (KCC) hold-
ers, significantly increasing
the cooperative loan lim-
its for various traditional
crops and adding new ones
to encourage agricultural
diversification across the
state.

Addressing the media,
Mann detailed the revised
credit limits, highlighting
that the loan ceiling for the
wheat crop has been raised
from Rs 24,300 to Rs 30,000
per acre. In a first-of-its-kind
initiative, the state govern-
ment will also provide a loan
of Rs 2,000 per acre specifi-
cally earmarked for crop res-
idue management.

Furthermore, the loan

b A
L 4
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Bhagwant Mann

limit for sugarcane farmers
has seen a substantial jump,
increasing from Rs 44,000
per acre to Rs 1 lakh per
acre.

As part of the state’s
push toward crop diversi-
fication, several new crops
have been integrated into
the KCC scheme with dedi-
cated loan structures. Farm-
ers will now be eligible for
loans of Rs 1.57 lakh per
acre for garlic, Rs 92,686 per
acre for the Rabi onion crop,
and Rs 80,981 per acre for
hybrid tomatoes.

The scheme also extends

to lemon grass at Rs 30,000
per acre, ‘jamun at Rs
23,000 per acre, bamboo
at Rs 13,000 per acre, and
poplar farming at Rs 2,000
per acre. For fruit growers,
a loan of Rs 47,000 per acre
will be provided for cultivat-
ing dragon fruit.

The allied agricultural
sectors have also received
financial boosts under the
new policy. In fisheries,
the standard loan limit has
been enhanced from Rs
2.50 lakh to Rs 3 lakh per
hectare, while the credit limit
for white shrimp farming has
been increased from Rs 4.50
lakh to Rs 5.50 lakh per hect-
are. Concluding his address,
Chief Minister Mann empha-
sised that these revisions would
simultaneously help improve
the financial health of the state’s
cooperative banks, which cur-
rently claim to offer the low-
est interest rate in Punjab at
7 per cent.
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Co-op societies using drone sprayers for yields

EJAZ KAISER @ Raipur

IN a milestone towards mod-
ernising agricultural practices,
Dhamtari is stated to have be-
come the first district in the
country to provide drone
sprayer facilities to farmers di-
rectly through Primary Agri-
cultural Credit Co-operative
Societies (PACS).

The initiative, conceptual-
ised under the supervision of
Dhamtari Collector Abinash
Mishra, was initially launched
atthe Loharsicooperative soci-
ety in the district. Later; trained
drone pilots from several se-
lected cooperative societies
successtully demonstrated the
technology, showcasing how
drone-based spraving ensures
the preciseapplication of ferti-
lisers and pesticides, drastical-
ly cuts input costs, and saves
critical time for farmers.

The Collector emphasised
that integrating advanced tech-
nology with cooperative socie-
ties is a revolutionary step for

the rural economy.

“Drone technology has the
potential to transform the agri-
cultural sector It will help our
farmers work with higher effi-
ciency at a lower cost,” Mishra
said. He added that consistent

Reduces labour,
lowers exposure to

pesticides: Experts

According to agricultural
experts, using drones
allows large areas of
farmland to be sprayed
in a fraction of the usual
time while ensuring the
balanced, uniform usage
of chemicals. It reduces
manual labor, lowers
exposure to hazardous
pesticides, and
minimises crop damage.

Demonstration of drone-
based spraying technigues
in Chhattisgarh’s Dhamtari
| ExprEsS

efforts are underway to estab-
lish Dhamtari as a model dis-
trict for agricultural innova-
tion, ensuring even small-scale
farmers can leverage scientific
technigues to boost their pro-
ductivity and income.

A keyhighlight of this initia-
tive is its collaboration with
Common Services Centres e-
Governance, a cornerstone of
the Digital India initiative. By
empowering these PACS enti-
ties to function as CSCs, the ini-
tiative turns local cooperatives
into multi-purpose service
hubs. Moving forward, rural
communities will not only get
access to cutting-edge drone
services but also a suite of dig-
ital and government services
under one roof.

According to agricultural ex-
perts, using drones allowslarge
areas of farmland to be sprayved
in a fraction of the usual time
while ensuring the balanced,
uniform usage of chemicals. It
reduces manual labour, lowers
exposure to hazardous pesti-
cides, and minimises crop dam-
age caused by stepping into
dense fields. Furthermore, the
deplovment of local drone pi-
lots is opening up new avenues
tor skill development and em-
ployvment for rural youth.
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Cooperative Bank employees caught taking bribe

Regd o gard ﬂsiﬁr\"r%ﬁﬁ%ﬁaﬁf

B NBT o, HexIorol: YER IREQR Pl SH A
Waﬂmwﬂmﬁm%%wmmm
Udh SIS ey P 20 FoIR o9 R¥ad o gY &R e | Uard did
R oa! dRTET & U U 3l & Held Hios MR &M UaE
3R SIS e o1 3 Bl UHS & TN Bl B ol SIa T E |




Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:

h | Navbharat Times 03/06/2026 Mumbai
Page No CCM:
1 35.43

fréw w2 1 7 T vt T H 9E
=i, Foraeh 91g Yo, AT WoE 3
2 YA foran foman <o | uigeA
T WY TAEE A T A
et vg amenfie Haned | SEad S
T TS WO F TS B
% e H gEa F9 e, dfch
oifetes 211 b Ot 3




Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:
I; L Navbharat Times 03/06/2026 Mumbai
(Il ;
“’ff" f’:““" Page No: CCM:
2 256.98
J
~N

Controversy over prices of fourth-grade onions; NAFED is purchasing onions to keep
prices stable
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Directive to increase loan distribution by Cooperative Agriculture and Rural
Development Bank from 130 crore to 300 crore; Panchayati land to be given on lease to

women for running dairies and growing green fodder
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Cooperative taxi aggregator service to start soon in Maharashtra, drivers will become
owners: Fadnavis
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Ensure cooperative sugar mills are brought from loss to profit in one year
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Nayab Vision... Haryana's sugar mills will turn from loss to profit in one year
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Our resolve is to take the right to justice to every citizen - Vani Gopal Sharma
Formation of Pipli Block President Executive of PACS Employees Federation Haryana,
Ranbir Singh Umri becomes Pipli Block President
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Cooperative sugar mills running in loss, CM Saini ordered action against idle officers-

employees; Chief Minister Nayab Saini said: Ensure bringing sugar mills from loss to
profit in one year
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Target to install Compressed Biogas Plants in all Cooperative Mills
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Instructions to Computerize 100 Percent PACS in HARCO Bank Loan of Rs 12.50 Lakh

Per Family Made Available
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Instructions to computerize 100 percent PACS in Harco Bank
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Important Dialogue Under the Leadership of IFFCO Chairman Dileep Sanghani to Give
New Direction to India-America Agricultural Cooperation
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Regulations to be made for app-based cooperative taxi service Millions of drivers will
get economic support and social security Health, accident insurance and cheap loan
facilities will also be available
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Amul to set up ¥200 crore dairy unit in Fatuha
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Amul to set up ¥200 crore dairy unit in Fatuha
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Haryana's sugar mills will become profitable in one year
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Bajpur Sugar Mill and its Co-unit Distillery are in a dilapidated state, shedding tears

over their plight.
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Amul to establish world's largest curd production plant in Bengal
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Amul to set up world's largest curd production plant in Bengal Mother Dairy to sell
cow's milk in soil-degradable pouches from June 5
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Announcement: Amul among the country's most valuable milk producer brands today
Amul to set up curd production plant in Bengal
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ANNOUNCEMENT Amul is among the country's most valuable milk producer brands
today Amul to set up curd production plant in Bengal
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Cooperative Bank: Contractual System Should Start, Gunners Working Should Be
Given Dangerous Category Status

e Eair&@a”rfﬂﬂmaawaa?

mene’r@ewfww
mmﬁmmmﬁaﬂﬁ?mméénﬁémﬁﬁmﬁwﬂm

Udt, 2 95, (J9aa frw uuat)-
fire® diois 3 9T dedde =IEIH
Hats Uare afe ut &t 43 € par yurs
seHe fiw gat & &fmr fa iame
Ada™d WY H34T F9=3 fw 7t W&
WIIETET I J€30/5/26 & AF Wt &
Htfear Sstarg Wy V34t faorfew 3 gt
fram fe9 (g v <y Sy Higaw ffgaw
fen farur fram Ens 3fog @ At
geehyt gt faost fo féa 39

ST T STt TEIH HET TTEH W
a9 7 AEt §9 7 €7 v mw Ao
fiar farst &% T few gea o5t 3
FITaT BarEtT I5 w3 T ar I er
W J O &9 dianst & ghard 99
"o | J2 7 G0 o fedsT d9d W ddaT
e Ay Y ¥ ¥ fewler g fow
gad At gvar 993 wIgEa 7 HaT
| &9 7¢ < ¥ BT WEHd TEI

YI9a'd ol ¥3dad el frauat fa wIgara gt
@n&amaﬁ%@amawwm
i, Tfeais, Mg foost f3s Rerehdt ]
yrIgeTa At T fafenr fapr w3 fegst &t tarsr
free fa= re Tt ot faet & 3o s (Y Aeag
v fegst wigahpnt {9 o dieT Guat & fifor Gust
& fiftar Gt & wlgahpnt & dedae mits 3 AT |
W3 Tat it W3 TEt F 99 ysee Aet f¥E
anmudfes Ha <9 a5 Her &t f3€<t fagr oo o
st f38t 903 y3geTe T e fx e oF =it &

Ld

WaHT &% wri@er 7 3 Qovr A9 T ufawr o9die
disH® It der 7 fen goa wHt (A9 Reag 3 Far
gee I fa few fong g9t fa@et & owe 38 g
YIIa'd Hel v vonr fogr a< few do9a wa
diotet {9 (Frg Reard ySt 593 974t a0 ufenr AT
fagar T wit Har a9v OF fa Agad warEt AY anet &t
Hifear fée m3 &9 #gd Afewr 7 w3 A
mﬂﬁmmﬂﬁhﬂwmﬂnm
mmmﬁwﬁwmmwm
et HEaT & eRsT e fa Hae Aeae ire ®et fen
g9 &4t Aeatt |

-




Summary O f&dt o=

Gunners in Punjab are expressing heavy resentment towards the Punjab government's
decision to exclude them from the 'dangerous category' despite their high-risk duties in
cooperative banks. The State President of the District Gunners and Guard Contract Workers
Union, Lachhman Singh Puri, highlighted that while other dangerous professions receive
recognition, gunners performing critical security roles are being overlooked and underpaid.
They demand immediate inclusion in the dangerous category and reconsideration of their
status by the government.
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Dharwad District Cooperative Cradle: Concluded
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Summary G & o=

The first article highlights Dharwad district's historical role as the "cradle of cooperatives” in
India, emphasizing the need for public participation for the sector's growth during a local
program. The second article features Swamiji Siddharudha Shivacharya speaking on the

profound role of gurus in imparting knowledge and wisdom, urging parents to instill good
values and limit children's screen time during a Guru Pooja event.
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Summary G &S o=

The article highlights the historical significance of the undivided Dharwad district as the
‘cooperative cradle” in India, where the first cooperative society was established in 1905.
Speakers at the S.M. Hebbalkar Trust program emphasized the importance of public
participation and quality service over profit in the cooperative sector, noting its role in
economic empowerment and employment generation. The cooperative principle of
"individual for society, society for individual” was reiterated as fundamental to its success
and continued development.
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'‘Bharat Taxi' to get permission Information from Chief Minister Fadnavis Transport
Board's '‘Chhava’ App: Sarnaik Service to be provided in Mumbai, Pune, Nagpur
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Summary O & o=

The Maharashtra government, led by Chief Minister Fadnavis, is set to approve 'Bharat Taxi',
an online app-based cooperative taxi service, to provide financial stability and social security
to lakhs of drivers. Transport Minister Sarnaik stated that this initiative aims to empower
drivers by transforming them into owners, addressing issues faced with private aggregators.
The service, guided by Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah, will launch in

Mumbai, Pune, and Nagpur, targeting the empowerment of 2 crore commercial drivers
nationwide.



Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:
Prahar 03/06/2026 Mumbai
Page No: CCM:

8 263.32

regulations

-
State Government to launch 'Bharat Taxi' app on the lines of Ola, Uber Curb on
arbitrary practices of private companies; CM directs Transport Department to prepare
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Summary O & o=

The Maharashtra government plans to launch ‘Bharat Taxi', an app-based cooperative taxi
service, to counter private aggregators like Ola and Uber. This initiative, inspired by Union
Minister Amit Shah's vision, aims to empower 2 crore drivers by offering low-interest loans
for vehicle ownership, health and accident insurance, and benefits under Ayushman Bharat.
The service will start in Mumbai and expand to Pune and Nagpur, while the State Transport
Corporation is also developing its own 'Chhava’ app, and a separate cooperative transport
proposal was presented.
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Prepare Regulations for App-Based Cooperative Taxis: Chief Minister
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Summary O & o=

Maharashtra's Chief Minister Fadnavis announced that the Transport Department will swiftly
prepare regulations for app-based cooperative taxi services to ensure economic stability and
social security for lakhs of drivers. A meeting, chaired by the Chief Minister, discussed the
launch of Sahakar Taxi Co-operative Limited's (Bharat Taxi) service, aiming to empower
drivers by transforming them into owners. The service is slated to begin in Mumbai and
expand to Pune and Nagpur.
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For the first time in Punjab, 100 percent of sugarcane dues settled
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Summary [ & ofx

The Punjab government, under Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann, has achieved a
significant milestone by settling 100% of sugarcane dues for farmers during the 2025-26
crushing season, amounting to Rs 695.36 crore. This initiative aims to strengthen
cooperative sugar mills, boost the rural economy, and encourage farmers to diversify from
traditional crops. Various farmer-friendly measures, including quality seeds, subsidies, and
training programs, have been introduced to enhance agricultural development and ensure
farmers' economic security.
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Punjab Government Announces Big Relief for Farmers, Increase in Cooperative Loan
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Summary O B o=

The Punjab government, led by Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann, has announced significant
relief for farmers by increasing the limit of cooperative crop loans and extending eligibility to
more crops and for first nutrition. Additionally, under the 'Mai PM Sahakar Yojana', women
will receive Rs 1000-1500 in their accounts from the first installment, with 36 lakh

registrations already completed. These measures aim to provide financial support without
burdening cooperative banks.
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Summary O B o=

The Punjab government, led by Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann, has announced significant
relief for farmers by increasing the limit of cooperative crop loans and extending eligibility to
more crops and for first nutrition. Additionally, under the 'Mai PM Sahakar Yojana', women
will receive Rs 1000-1500 in their accounts from the first installment, with 36 lakh

registrations already completed. These measures aim to provide financial support without
burdening cooperative banks.
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Distribution of equipment to new milk producers' cooperatives
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Summary O f&dt o«

The Tumakuru District Cooperative Milk Producers' Union distributed equipment worth
approximately 1 lakh rupees to each of seven new milk producers' cooperative societies in
the taluk, totaling 7 lakh rupees. This initiative, for the 2024-25 financial year, aims to support
milk producers in villages like Bidarakatte, Ganigenahalli, and others. The event saw
participation from Tumul directors, officials, and cooperative staff.
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Chief Minister gave directions in the review meeting of the Cooperative Department
under Haryana Vision Cooperative sugar mills running in loss, CM Saini ordered action
against idle officers-employees Chief Minister Nayab Saini said: Ensure bringing sugar
mills from loss to profit within one year
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Initiative to further strengthen India-America agricultural cooperation in the meeting of
the US-India Business Council
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The US-India Business Council (USIBC) and a delegation led by IFFCO Chairman Dileep
Sanghani met in Washington D.C. to strengthen agricultural cooperation between India and
America. The discussions focused on innovation-based agricultural policies, sustainable
development, food security, and farmers' prosperity. This initiative aims to boost agricultural
productivity, leverage advanced technology, and enhance food and nutrition security,
highlighting the growing global acceptance of the Indian cooperative movement.
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From now on, E-Cooperation Telangana Government's New Policy Draft to be released

soon
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The Telangana government is formulating a new cooperative policy, aligning with the Central
Government's 2025 National Cooperative Policy, to introduce e-governance, online services,
and digital registrations. The policy aims to enhance transparency, simplify transactions, and
establish cooperative clubs in educational institutions, along with a new cooperative
academy for training. A draft is being prepared after departmental consultations and a high-
level meeting, with its release expected soon after government approval.
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State to frame
guidelines for
cooperative
taxi apps: CM

Mumbai: The Maharashtra
govt will soon frame guideli-
nes and permit app-based co-
operative taxi aggregator
services, chief minister De-
vendra Fadnavis said on Tu-
esday, describing the initiati-
ve as a step towards provi-
ding economic stability and
social security to lakhs of
drivers.

The announcement was
madeat ameetingchaired by
Fadnavis at the state secreta-
riat Mantralaya to review
the launch of services by Sa-
hakar Taxi Co-operative Li-
mited, also known as Bharat
Taxi. It is an initiative conce-
ived under the guidance of
Union Home and Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah
with the aim of empowering
nearly twocrorecommercial
drivers across the country.
Built on the principle of Sa-
rathi Hi Malik (the driver is
the owner), drivers can beco-
me stakeholders in the coo-
perative by investing in the
scheme.

The platform operates on
a zero-commission and sur-
ge-free model, offering fares
that can be up to 30% chea-
perfor riders while ensuring
maximum profits go directly
to the drivers. Fadnavis said
the new taxi model will bring
social security as well aseco-
nomic stability to drivers. It
will also provide quality ser-
vice to commuters. Tuy
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