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International Year of Cooperatives: CM Tamang
felicitates top cooperatives in Sikkim

International Year of Cooperatives: CM
Tamang felicitates top cooperatives in Sikkim

GANGTOK, AUG 16 /--/
This year marks a remark-
able vear for the cooperative
sector. The United Nations
has declared 2025 as the "In-
ternational Year of Coop-
eratives" with the theme
"Cooperatives Build a Bet-
ter World". Befitting the oc-
casion, the Chief Minister
of Sikkim, ShriPrem Singh
Tamang (Golay), had de-
clared the awards for the
best-performing coopera-
tives from this Indepen-

dence Day at the state-level
programme.

The awards are con-
ferred in recognition of the
vital role played by coop-
erative societies as eco-
nomic entities, which accel-
erate socio-economic devel-
opment and empowerment
at the grassroots level
through consistent efforts to
promote financial inclusion,
maintain operational stan-
dards, and deliver quality
services to the community;

thereby setting a bench-
mark for other cooperatives
in the state.

The Chief Minister con-
ferred the awards on the top
three cooperative societies
during the 79th Indepen-
dence Day celebrations at
Paljor Stadium, Gangtok.
The winners
are:1)LuingPerbing Multi-
Purpose Cooperative Soci-
ety Ltd./PACS, Gangtok
District, securing first posi-
tion, 2)Kitam Multi-Purpose
Cooperative Society Ltd./
PACS, Namchi District, se-
curing second position, and
3)PolokBorong Multi-Pur-
pose Cooperative Society
Ltd./PACS, Namchi District,
securing third position.

They received a citation
and a cheque for Rs. 10.00
lakhs, Rs. 7.00 lakhs, and Rs.
5.00 lakhs, respectively.
This is the first time the state
government has instituted
awards for cooperative soci-
eties, thereby strengthening
and motivating the coopera-
tive sector in Sikkim. (PIB)
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Over 60 significant initiatives have been

undertaken in the cooperative sector

New [Delbd (HE): Union
Cooperstion Muister Shn Aomi
Shuh b | w0 Stowe e
in realizing Frime Minkter Shri
erwlrn Modi's vision of
"~ Bahilaw Se Sanridia”

[ these four years following the
eitablishment of the pew
Mimistry, the sector has seen
tramsfommative growlth Under
1 Shalis leadership, not only
have the shorteomings in the
cooperative movemeni been
swillly sdentalial and addessed
bt abso stable reforms have
o ictreshacod b0 prow e a new
direcizen Lo e secior. To call this
the second revclution & India's
cooperstive movement would nct
be an exaggeration. Dening this
period, more than 60 critical
iniatives bave been rolled ot
The Menisty's ielentlos offors
urder St Shah in creating a
dataluic of Goopst BV soCktics
are highly praisewonllyy. Relnns
b by il ermented amross the
specinum, Foon miode by-laws 1o
apex organizabions. A laged has
been set 1o establish an additional

PACE  (Primary
Agrioulturs) Credit Soeheties),
pdirge, aprulture, dairy,
fisheries, and salt PACS, o
wpimd e veach of cooporton
o gy villgze m Ichunjrrr

To ensure

and

nsparency
ciliciency in cooperalives,
(-'.I'.llFLIId,-_i,‘_llh'_‘!I of PACS has
been Fabirachad. Shr Shah has
speartheaded the revival of
conperatives in collaboration with
stales, Obsolste cooperative ks
T ey s by i,
W provisicens siroduced

As pant of kgal reflooms = dw
couperalive seclor, necessary
amerdmeres huve been mads 1o
the MMulti-State Cooperative
Sochrties Act A separale Central
Cooperative Election Autharity
has been estshlsbed 1o overnes
CRCtOnE i) COOPRTATIVES

To empower PACS, they have
been lmked with Codtimwreal
acltivilies, micgiating sclaimes
from vanos missioes, Sovaal
Euititives luve been unched 10
atiract youdh to the cooperalve
maovement. To encure the

prasticipation of tramed and slalled
vouth in cooperatives, ike
forvemmment his established the
country’s  fust  Tribhovan
Cisoperative Universaty, which
sl oo ac oo acinvilngs
fromi Bus s¢sseon. Thus i ersaly
will offer specialined courses in
cooperalive manage
leaderstup, eatreprencurship,
digital governance, amd palicy-

Over 60 significant initiatives have been undertake

making io train siudents and
coopenative  professionals
Throwgh this university, the
demand for skilled human
rescuross in cooperative barks,
marketing fodevations, Dousing
sotrelies, agncullural service
socictivs, and clher sectors will
b meet efectively,

Aclibesang the challenges faced
h}‘ povemnment -owned sugar

mmills, Shri Shah has ansured they
receive equal opporienities
alongside private and public
scctor mills. The income 1ax
systom has been rationalizad, and
e Fiensmcial luwdles lave Doen
resolvesd

Throe raticnal-beve] cooperative
sociglies-locused on seeds,
exports, and organics-have been
eitablished, comtributing to

inereased farmer incomes. In
resporse b Inda's food seourity
e, W oOporalve sock las
talceryup the wiorlds lasgess grain
ahorige ndatnve. Work hus bogun
oncTvalmg sovage Lacilslws al e
gram parchaval level, with the
pilot prosect aleeady completod
and the st phzut uulrnr:l:,'

v a nclable skep to eate farmers
challenges, the Ministry of
Copperation has empowersd
coopemative socieiies 0 procige
T s pocudiice o thee M Lismim
sporl Price (MSP)
Coopirative capaszations ke
NAFED and NOCF are mow
crmaring MMSP-baed procuremert
of pulses and cilbiceds.

On e govemment's initialive,
cooperative banks are mow
enioring, facilithes similar o thoss
available 1o public and prvele
sectiof banks. They have been

permited o open iew branchis
and expand e comingrcial
operations. The National
Cooperalive Drevelopmant
Corporation {8 CDC) has seenan
unphecedented inorease n Ms

n in the cooperative sector

eredit  disbarsement, with
project for the curremt
T aecsal yoar apyroschang 7173

lakh erore. This las signaticancly
strengthened the  Noancial
copacily  of cooperative
etibitions.

Crvgr that past Towr yoars, U
!.Fmisu'_!.' of \"m;xmlinn has
ursderiaken
landmark: nithatives, benefiting
¢ sochkotics morons the

more than &0

coumiry

Iowlia s & nedy aod dpasctfiil
trmbitionn  of  cooperalive
movmsmibs, whaeh lave played a
cructal role in driving socio-
£ EenOm ic trass fosmabion.
expacially v nul and sgricunre.
based economies. Today, there
are over R50,000 cooperative
soeieties in the country, with
approximately 220 million
cTers pasticipating s maombers
Theae socielies are actively
erggapedun agnculiursl prochicton,
nral Ermce, houning, marketing,
Ccomsumer dervices, the dairy
seclor, [isheries, amd other
wrshiziracs
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