Publication
Edition
Date

CCM

The Times of India
New Delhi

01/08/2025

13.71

Language
Journalist

Page no

English
TNN
20

NCDC gets Rs 2K cr, farmers’' scheme outlay up

Downloaded from

SAMV:-D

1.9

NCDC gets 2k cr,
farmers’ scheme
outiay up 1.9k cr

New Delhi: The Cabinet on
Thursday approved a grant of
Rs 2,000 crore for the National
Cooperative  Development
Corporation (NCDC) for a pe-
riod of four years from 2025-26
to 2028-29, and increased the
budgetary outlay for the flag-
ship scheme Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Sampada Yojana
(PMKSY) by Rs 1,920 crore to
Rs 6,520 crore to boost the food
processing sector.

The grant to NCDC will
help the corporation to raise
Rs 20,000 crore from the open
market during the period.
These funds will be utilised
for granting loans to coopera-
tives for setting up new pro-
jects/ expansion of plantsand

- loans for meeting working

capital requirements.

The enhanced funds for the
PMKSY, to be provided this fis-
cal, will be utilised for setting
up 50 multi-product food irradi-
ation units and 100 food testing
labs. The scheme, launched in
2017, was extended for onemore
year till the end of the current
2025-26fiscal. TnN
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Railways, farmers in focus as Centre okays 19K-

cr projects

Railways, tfarmers in focus as
Centre okays %191(—(:1‘ projects

Sejal Sharma

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union cabinet on
Wednesday approved six propos-
als with a cumulative outlay of
19,688 crore to strengthen coop-
eratives, boost food processing
and expand railway connectivity.

With a special focus on
strengthening India’s farmers, a
grant of 2,000 crore over four
years has been approved for the
National Cooperative Develop-
ment Corporation (NCDC), said IT,
railways and 1&B minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw, while announcing
the decisions. NCDC gives loans to
about 8.5 lakh cooperatives, which
have 290 million members. About
94% of India’s farmers are associ-
ated with these cooperatives, he
said . The funding will allow NCDC
to mobilise an additional 3 20,000
crore for lending to sectors such as
dairy, fisheries, textiles and wom-
en-led cooperatives, benefiting
over 13,000 societies with nearly
three crore members.

The cabinet also cleared % 6,520
crore for the Pradhan Mantri Kri-
shi Sampada Yojana (PMKSY) to
boost agro-processing and cold
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Ashwini Vaishnaw

chain facilities. This includes X
1,000 crore for 50 food irradiation
units and 100 testing labs to cut
post-harvest losses and meet
export standards. Irradiation is a
process that uses controlled radia-
tion to kill germs and extend the
shelflife of food. Having more food
testing labs reduces time for sam-
ple analysis, improves compliance
with domestic and international
standards and boosts exports, said
the government. “Under the Nar-
endra Modi government, in his
third term itself, the government
has taken decisions worth 3 9 lakh
crore to improve the livelihoods of
farmers,” said Vaishnaw, adding
that processed food exports have
more than doubled in 11 years,
from $5 billion to $11 billion.
Four major railway projects

were also cleared. The % 5,451
crore Itarsi-Nagpur fourth line,
right in the heart of India, will
improve capacity on the high den-
sity networks of the Delhi-Chen-
nai corridor and Mumbai-Howrah
corridor. The 297 km stretch will
feature 37 stations, 36 major
bridges, 415 minor bridges, two
road-over-bridges, 74 road-under-
bridges, four tunnels, and two rail-
over-rail bridges.

Meanwhile, the 3 1,786 crore
Aluabari Road-New Jalpaiguri
third and fourth lines, spanning 57
km, will strengthen connectivity to
the Northeast. It is vital, as this
route lies close to the only rail link
connecting the region to the rest of
India and is near the international
borders with Bhutan, Bangladesh
and Nepal, making it crucial for
movement of both civilian and
defence forces. It also lies near the
vulnerable Siliguri corridor, or
“Chicken’s Neck.” The % 2,179 crore
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar-Par-
bhani linedoubling will strengthen
links in Maharashtra, and the
1,752 crore Dangoaposi-Jaroli
third and fourth lines will aid iron
ore transport, crucial for steel pro-
duction, the government said.
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Cabinet approves Rs 6,520 crore for PM Kisan
Sampada Yojana

Cabinet approves 6,520 crore
for PM Kisan Sampada Yojana
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TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE In yet another decision, the
. - Cabinet also cleared the Cen-
NEW DELHI, JULY 31 tral sector scheme “Grant in aid
The Union Cabinet on Thurs- to National Cooperative Devel-
day approved a total outlay of opment Corporation (NCDC)”
Rs 6,520 crore, including an with an outlay of Rs 2,000 crore
additional outlay of Rs 1,920 for a period of four years from
crore, for the ongoing central - 2025-26 to 2028- 29.
scheme ‘“Pradhan Mantri On the basis of grant in aid
Kisan Sampada Yojana” of Rs 2,000 crore to NCDC
(PMKSY) during 15th from FY 2025-26 to F'Y 2028-29,
Finance Commission cycle NCDC will be able to raise Rs
(F'CC) 2021-22 to 2025-26. 20,000 crore from the open
The approval includes Rs market over a span of four
1,000 crore to support setting SEsac years. These funds will be
up of 50 multi-product food schemes of PMKSY. ity ranging from 20 to 30 lakh  utilised by NCDC for granting
irradiation units under the The expression of interests metric tonnes (LMT) per loans to cooperatives for set-
component scheme -Integrat- (EOIs) would be floated for annum, based on the type of ting up new projects and for
- ed Cold Chainand Value Addi-  inviting proposalsfromeligible ~ food products irradiated under ~ expansion of plants and loan
tion Infrastructure (ICCVAI) entitiesacrossthecountry. The these units. The setting up of  for meeting the working capi-
— and 100 food testing labora-  proposals received againstthe the proposed 100 NABL- tal requirements.
tories with NABL accredita- EOI would be approved after  accredited food testing labora- Approximately 2.9 crore
tion under the component proper scrutiny as per eligibili- - tories under the private sector ~ members of 13,288 cooperative
scheme - Food Safety and ty criteria as per the extant willlead to the development of societies of various sectors like
Quality Assurance Infrastrue-  scheme guidelines. advanced infrastructure for dairy,livestock, fisheries, sugar,
ture (FSQAD — of PMKSY. .  The implementation of the testing food samples, thereby textile, and food processing
Secondly, Rs 920 crore was proposed 50 multi-productfood  ensuring compliancewithfood — across the country are likely to
released for sanctioning proj- irradiation units is expected to  safety standards and supplyof  benefit from the decision, offi-
ects undervarious component  create total preservation capac-  safe foods. cial sources.
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Rs 2K-cr grant for NCDC approved

I2K-cr grant for
NCDC approved

THE UNION CABINET on Thursdayapproveda
X2,000 crore grant-in-aid to National Cooper-
ative Development Corporation (NCDC) for
four years,a move that will help the organisa-
tion mobilise more funds for lending to coop-
eratives.The Cabinet has approved the central
sectorscheme‘Grantinaid to NCDC'with _ g8
an outlay of ¥2,000 crore fora period of 4
fouryears from FY26 to FY29. i

Union cooperation minister Amit
Shah said the Cabinet decision would
assist cooperative institutionsin starting '_‘ ¢
new projects and expansion. The move
willbenefit membersassociated with
cooperatives, empower e
women,and provideemploy- * \:\
ment opportunities for the \\\

.

youth,headded. PTI
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NCDC gets approval for grant-in-aid of Rs 2,000
cr

NCDC gets approval for
grant-in-aid o 32,000 cr

The Union Cabinet on Thursday approved a 32,000 crore
grant-in-aid to National Cooperative Development Corpor-
ation (NCDC) for four years, amove that willhelp the organ-
isation mobilise more funds for lending to cooperatives.

It has approved the central sector scheme ‘Grant in aid
to NCDC’ with an outlay 0fX2,000 crore for a period of four
years from 2025-26 t0 2028-29 (X 500 crore each year).  PpTI
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win Push With Outlay

Agri Value Chain Gets Twin Push With Outlay on Processing and Co-ops

50 irradiation units and 100 labs to be set up; 2.9 crore cooperative members to benefit from NCDC scheme

OurBureau

New Delhi: The Cabinet Commit-
tee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has
raised the outlay for the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sampada Yojana
(PMKSY) to %,520 crore, adding
71,920 crore till FY26 to bolster the fo-

od processing sector:

The additional allocation, to be pro-
vided this fiscal, will be used to set up
50 multi-product food irradiation
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unitsand100food testinglaboratories.

Launched in 2017, PMKSY has been
extended by a year till the end of
FY25 with an initial outlay of 4,600
crore. The 1,920 crore enhancement
aligns with the Union Budget anno-
uncement to scale up support for the
food processing industry.

“The implementation of the pro-
posed 50 multi-product food irradi-
ation units is expected to create to-
tal preservation capacity ranging
between 20 and 30 lakh metric ton-

nes (LMT) per annum, depending
on the type of food products irradi-
ated,” the governmentsaid inan of-
ficial statement.

It added that 100 NABL-accredited
food testing labs in the private sector
will “develop advanced infrastructu-
re for food sample testing, ensure
compliance with safety standards,
andfacilitate the supply of safefood.”

NOD T0%2,000-CR SCHEME FORNCDC
The Cabinet also approved a cen-

tral sector scheme titled 'Grant-in-
aid to National Cooperative Deve-
lopment Corporation (NCDC)'
with an outlay of 2,000 crore for fo-

ur years from FY26 to

'Y29.
This funding will allow
NCDC to raise %20,000
crore from the open mar-
ket over the same period. These
funds will be deployed as loans to
cooperatives for new projects,
plant expansions, and working ca-

pital requirements.

“Approximately 2.9 crore mem-
bers of 13,288 cooperative societies
across sectors like dairy, livestock,
fisheries, sugar, textiles, food proces-
sing, storage, cold chains, labour,and
women-led cooperatives are expec-
ted to benefit,” the statement said.

India has over 8.25lakh coopera-
tives with more than 29 crore
members, and 94% of farmersare
associated with cooperatives in
some form.

FOURMULTITRACKING RAIL PRO-
JECTS WORTH? 11,169 CRAPPROVED
The CCEA also cleared four multi-
tracking railway projects in Maha-
rashtra, Madhya Pradesh, West
Bengal, Bihar, Odisha, and Jhark-
hand worth aroundz11,169 crore.

According to an official release,
these projects will expand the In-
dian Railways network by 574 km
and are expected to be completed
by FY29.

The routes are critical for trans-
porting coal, cement, clinker, gyp-
sum, fly ash, containers, agricultu-

ral commodities, and petroleum
products. The capacity expansion
will allow an additional 95.91 mil-
lion tonnes per annum (MTPA) of
freight movement.

Projects approved include the
Itarsi-Nagpur 4th line, Aurangabad
(Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar)-Parb-
hani doubling, Aluabari Road-New
Jalpaiguri 3rd & 4th lines, and Dang-
oaposi-Jaroli3rd &4th lines.

The increased track capacity will
significantly improve mobility,
operational efficiency, and service
reliability for Indian Railways.
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cr to set up 50 food irradiation labs

Govt clears2,000 cr grant
to NCDC, 6,520 cr to set

up 50 food irradiation labs

—
Prabhudatta Mishra
New Delhi

The Cabinet on Thursdayap-
proved a ¥2,000 crore grant-
in-aid to National Cooperat-
ive Development Corpora-
tion (NCDC), a move that
will help the organisation
mobilise 20,000 crore from
the market for lending to co-
operative societies.

The Cabinet also decided
to increase the allocation for
the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Sampada Yojana (PMKSY)
by 1,920 crore to 6,520
crore for creating 50 multi-
product food irradiation
units and 100 food testing
labs.The ‘grant-in-aid to
NCDC’ will be for four years
from 2025-26 to 2028-29 --
%500 crore each year, In-
formation and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
told reporters. Stressing that
NCDC has 99.8 per cent loan
recovery rate and zero NPA,
Vaishnaw said that the de-
cision will help it to mobilise
an additional 20,000 crore.

NEW PROJECTS

The credit to cooperatives
will help them set up new
projects or carry on expan-
sion of plants we well as
meet part of working capital
requirement.

Funds provided to these
cooperatives will lead to the
creation of income-generat-
ing capital assets, the gov-
ernment said.

According to an official
statement, the decision will
benefit around 2.9 crore
members of 13,288 cooper-
ative societies of various sec-
tors such as dairy, livestock,
fisheries, sugar, textile, food
processing, storage and cold
storage.

India has more than 8.25
lakh cooperatives with more
than 29 crore members, and
94 per cent of farmers are as-
sociated with cooperativesin

Stressing that
NCDC has 99.8%
loan recovery
rate and zero
NPA, Vaishnaw
said that the
decision will help
it to mobilise

an additional
20,000 crore

some form or the other. The
minister also said that the
outlay of PMKSY, launched
in 2017 and to continue until
2025-26 (unless further ex-
tended), has been increased
to 36,520 crore from 4,600
crore.

In 2024-25 Budget, there
was an announcement to set
up 50 multi-product food ir-
radiation units and 100 food
testinglabs.

DEMAND DRIVEN

The decision will help the
government to meet the ex-
penditure of about ¥1,000
crore for setting up 50 multi-
product food irradiation
units under the Integrated
Cold Chain and Value Addi-
tion Infrastructure scheme
(ICCVAI) and 100 labs under
the Food Safety and Quality
Assurance  Infrastructure
(FSQAI) scheme under the
the PMKSY umbrella.

About 3920 crore will be
utilised to adjust expendit-
ure already incurred during
the 15th Finance Commis-
sion Cycle. Both ICCVAI and
FSQAI are demand-driven
component schemes of
PMKSY.

The implementation of 50
multi-product food irradi-
ation units is expected to
create a total preservation
capacity of 20-30 lakh tonnes
(It) per annum, based on the
type of food products irradi-
ated under these units.




Publication Amar Ujala Language Hindi
Edition New Delhi Journalist Bureau
Date 01/08/2025 Page no 15
CCM 64.24

The expenditure of Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Sampada Yojana has been increased by Rs
1,920 crore
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Cooperatives and food processing sectors will
get more money
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