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New federation to unite India’'s 20L milk
producers; Guj leads the way
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Vadodara: Gujarat is all set
tounite the country’s20lakh
dairy farmers with the for-
mation of a new multi-state
federation, which is taking
shape nearly 50 years after
cradling the White Revolu-
tion that helped India turn
from a milk-deficit to a milk-
surplusnation.

The soon-to-be-an-

nounced Sardar Patel Co-op-

erative Dairy Federation
(SPCDF) will bring together
the relatively unorganised
farmers from 20 states who
currently pour nearly 100
lakh litres of milk per day
(LLPD) through 20,000 ‘man-
dalis’. These farmers, who
operate from a relatively in-
formal setup at present, will
get the benefits of various
govtschemes.

This fresh chapter in In-
dia’s cooperative sector is
being scripted from ‘milk
city’ Anand, the birthplace
of the Gujarat Cooperative
Milk Marketing Federation
(GCMMF), which markets
the $11 billion homegrown
brand Amul. Gujarat is also

Downloaded from

SAMV:-D

Union home minister Amit Shah said that only those trained at
Tribhuvan Sahkari University will get jobs in the sector in the future

the headquarters of the Na-
tional Dairy Development
Board, established in 1965.

SPCDF is being formed
in the year which not only
marks the International
Year of Cooperatives, but is
also the 150th birth anniver-
sary year of Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel, who sowed
theseeds of Amul.

Sources said the govern-
ing structure of the new fed-
eration will comprise multi-
ple stakeholders, including
a GCMMF representative
(20% equity), representa-
tives of 10 milk unions of
Gujarat (60% equity), and

three board members repre-
senting farmers from out-
side Gujarat (20% equity).
“SPCDF will be formed
and governed under the
Multi-State Cooperative So-
cieties Act. The members of
these societies formed un-
der the Amul model will get
all the benefits, including
govt schemes. This is essen-
tially a move towards the
goal of White Revolution 2.0,
as envisioned by the Govt of
India, toexpand thenational
dairy cooperatives network,
making them efficient and
effective,” said an official
closetothedevelopment.
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India’'s first national cooperative varsity to end
nepotism: Shah
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Maulik Pathak

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: Union home min-
ister Amit Shah said on Saturday
that India’s first national univer-
sity for the cooperative sector in
Gujarat will end nepotism by
ensuring only trained profes-
sionals get jobs in the sector.

He was addressing a gather-
ing at the Anand Agriculture
University after laying the foun-
dation stone of Tribhuvan Sah-
kari University (TSU) that will be
builtin Anand on a 125-acre land
ata cost of 500 crore.

“Earlier, there was no proper
system to train employees and
members of cooperative socie-
ties for the development of the
cooperative sector. The employ-
ees were given training after
recruitment in the cooperative.
But after the formation of this
university, only those who have
undergone training will get
jobs,” he said.

He added that the laying of the
foundation stone of Tribhuvan
Sahkari University is an impor-
tantinitiative to plug all the gaps
in strengthening the cooperative
sector. Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the cooperative movement is
progressing very fast across the
country and that the upcoming
university is a revolutionary step
under the PM'’s leadership. Pres-
ently, 4 million workers are

i 2 4.’; .;{" ’
150t st ad & smwmw

Union home minister Amit
Shah addresses a gathering in
Anand on Saturday. ANI

associated with the cooperative
movement across the country, 8
million are members of boards
and 300 million people, that is,
every fourth person in the coun-
try, are associated with the coop-
erative movement, he added.
“...this university will ensure
that the bhai-bhatija vaad (nepo-
tism) in the cooperative sector
will end. Only those who gradu-
ate from the cooperative univer-
sity will get jobs in the coopera-
tive sector, which will bring
more transparency. In this uni-
versity, the youth will not only
learn technical expertise,
accounting, scientific approach
and all the qualities of market-
ing, but they will also learn the
values of cooperation that the
cooperative movement is for the
Dalits, tribals and women of the
country. Many problems of the
cooperative sector will be solved
by this university,” he added.
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Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah with Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel during
the foundation stone laying of Tribhuvan Sahkari University, in Anand district, Saturday. P11

Shah: Tribhuvan Sahkari varsity
will end nepotism in coop sector

ADITIRAJA
VADODARA, JULY 5

STATING THAT the upcoming
Tribhuvan Sahkari University
(TSU)in Anand district in Gujarat
would end the “bhai-bhatija
vaad” (nepotism)in the cooper-
ative sector, Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit Shah
on Saturday addressed the con-
troversy around naming the uni-
versity after Tribhuvandas Patel.

Shah said the value system of
Gujarat “did not permit” sidelin-
ing the contributions of Dr
Verghese Kurien, but naming the
University after Tribhuvandas
Patel was “apt” and a “fitting trib-
ute” tothe legacy of the father of
the cooperative sector.

Shah said he had been told
that Congress leaders had arrived
to protest against the naming of
the university as “Tribhuvan”.

Shah said, “I want to tell the
Congress leaders that the univer-
sity is not named Tribhuvan after

any (Hindu) god, but it is named
after Tribhuvandas Kashidas Patel.
Since the university has trans-
parency, accountability, expertise,
and discipline along with the val-
ues of cooperatives in its founda-
tion, no one else, except Tribhu-
vandas, represents these better.
Congress leaders did not even
know Tribhuvandas Patel was not
aleader of my party (BJP), but he
belonged to Congress of that time.

“Heis the same Tribhuvandas,
who, under the guidance of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, sowed the
seeds of a new thought (of coop-
eratives) on this very soil in order
to take on the autocratic Polson
Dairy... In 1946, Kheda District...
was born, and today the seed
sown by Tribhuvandas hasturned
into a massive banyan tree that
encompasses 36 lakh women
running a business of over 380
crore, without investing more
than¥100 into it... Today, Amul is
among the most valuable brands
in the world’s FMCG sector.”

On allegations of downplay-

ing the legacy of Dr Kurien, Shah
said, “The contribution of Kurien
sahab is well known, no one can
deny it. The value system of
Gujarat does not permit usto for-
get contributions of Kurien sahab.
Those who are speaking about it
are did nothing for his centenary
celebrations. Itis Amul thatis cel-
ebrating the centenary year of Dr
Verghese Kurien. It was Tribhu-
vandas Patel who had sent Kurien
sahab to the Netherlands to study
and backed him...”

Stating that TSU would end
nepotism and help “fill the vac-
uum” that had stifled the poten-
tial of cooperatives, Shah said,
“this (university) will ensure that
the bhai-bhatija vaad in the coop-
erative sector willend. Only those
who graduate from the coopera-
tive university will get jobs in co-
operative sector, which will in-
crease transparency. Different
advanced courses will be intro-
duced. This will include account-
ingand scientific methods aswell
as marketing strategies...”

T

o
PRESS INFORMATION 8
e



Amit Shah lays foundation for
India’s first co-op university

Launching a CBSE course on co-ops, Minister urges Gujarat government to include it as a subject

from Classes 9 to 12 in State Board schools as well; university will train professionals for co-ops

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBALI

nion Minister of
U Cooperation and
Home Affairs Amit

Shah laid the foundation
stone for India’s first na-
tional cooperative universi-
ty on Saturday, even while
advocating for the inclu-
sion of cooperative educa-
tion at an earlier stage, in
the secondary school
curricula.

Addressing a gathering
of farmers, cooperators,
and officials at the ceremo-
ny in Gujarat’s Anand —
home of Amul, one of In-
dia’s biggest and best
known cooperatives — Mr.
Shah emphasised the Trib-
huvan Sahkari University’s
proposed role in fulfilling
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision to strengthen
the cooperative sector.

“As envisioned by PM
Modi, Tribhuvan Sahkari
University will meet the
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Amit Shah lights a ceremonial lamp during the foundation stone
laying ceremony of Tribhuvan Sahkari University. AN

need for trained profes-
sionals in cooperatives,
bring transparency, foster
innovation, and provide
technical education in
areas such as accounting,
marketing, and coopera-
tive values — ensuring ex-
pertise alongside a spirit of
service to the poor,” he
said.

High school subject
Launching a special course

on cooperatives by the
Central Board of Secon-
dary Education (CBSE), the
Minister called for similar
courses to be started by the
State government as well.
“CBSE has started ad-
ding cooperatives to the
syllabus. [Gujarat] Chief
Minister Bhupendra Bhai
Patel, the Vidhan Sabha
Speaker, and the Educa-
tion Minister, all three are
present here. [ request that

just like CBSE, even the
Gujarat government
should add cooperatives as
a subject in the curriculum
in books for Classes 9 to 12.
The Gujarat government
should also add coopera-
tives as a subject in its cur-
riculum so that common
people know the impor-
tance of cooperatives,” Mr.
Shah said. The university
has been named after Trib-
huvandas Kishibhai Patel,
a pioneer of the coopera-
tive movement in India
and a key figure behind the
foundation of Amul. Mr.
Shah recalled how the
cooperative =~ movement
that began in 1946 under
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s
guidance has now grown
into an ¥80,000 crore en-
terprise involving 36 lakh
women.

The university will offer
specialised courses in
cooperative management,
finance, law, and rural de-
velopment.
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Cooperative varsity to end nepotism: Shah

Cooperative varsity to end nepotism: Shah

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Ahmedabad

nion Home and

Cooperation Minister

Amit Shah on Saturday
said India’s first national uni-
versity for cooperatives com-
ing up in Gujarat will work to
end nepotism as only persons
trained by it will get jobs in this
sector in the future. He was
speaking at the campus of
Anand Agriculture University
after laying the foundation
stone of Tribhuvan Sahkari
University (TSU) that will be
built on a 125-acre plot at a
cost of I500 crore.

The university has been
named after the late
Tribhuvandas Keshubhai Patel,
one of the pioneers of the
cooperative movement in
India who was instrumental in
laying the foundation of Amul.
Born on October 22, 1903, in
Kheda in Anand, Patel died on
June 3, 1994. “The upcoming
university will work to address
the allegations of nepotism in
this sector. Unlike the past,
when people were first hired

Downloaded from

SAMV:-D

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel during the foundation stone laying of

Tribhuvan Sahkari University in Anand district of Gujarat on Saturday

PTI

and then trained, only trained
people will get jobs in this sec-
tor in the future,” Shah said.
The Union Minister said the
university will also address the
existing “weaknesses” in this
sector and fill the training gaps
in the domain that engages
every fourth person of the
country, or about 30 crore peo-
ple. He said the cooperatives
sector in India has no dearth
of talent and what the country
requires now is trained man-

power. TSU will fill this “mega
vacuum” which has stopped
the progress of this sector,
he said.

Shah also sought to address
criticism from some quarters
about the upcoming universi-
ty not being named after Dr
Verghese Kurien, the father of
the White Revolution, saying
his role in the cooperatives
sector can never be denied.
“Patel sahab (Tribhuvan Patel)
enlightened and nurtured the

cooperative movement... It
was his vision that the sector
is standing strong today,”
he said.

Shah said it was Patel who
sent Kurien to study in the
Netherlands, adding those
“who say that Kurien’s contri-
bution to this sector was not
being acknowledged were the
ones who did nothing to cel-
ebrate his birth centenary” It
is Amul that is celebrating his
legacy, he said.
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Shah said-Cooperative University will end
nepotism in jobs
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Those trained in cooperative sector will get
jobs: Shah
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India is becoming stronger through cooperation
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Amit Shah laid the foundation stone of the first
National Cooperative University in Gujarat
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