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Policy soon for easy liquidation of co-ops: Shah
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Times News NETWORK

Gandhinagar: Union home
and cooperation minister
Amit Shah announced Sun-
day that Centre will intro-
duce soon a new policy for
speedy liquidation of defunct
primary agricultural credit
societies (PACS)andregistra-
tion of new ones.

He outlined a target to es-
tablish two lakh new PACS by
2029, with 22 designated busi-
ness activities aimed at ensur-
ing financial stability and
long-term viability, “The work
of connecting 22 different
typesof businesses with PACS
was done by Union govt and I
am sure arrangements have
been made to ensure not a sin-
gle registered PACS becomes
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financially sick,” he added. He
was speaking at a “Sahakari
Sammelan” held at Science
City in Ahmedabad tomark In-
ternational Year of Coopera-
tives. Over 4,000 delegates rep-
resenting 800 cooperative in-
stitutions attended the event.
PACS provide short-term
and medium-term loans to

farmers for agricultural ac-
tivities, operating at village
level. They promote financial
inclusion, offer affordable
credit, and support rural eco-
nomic development by reduc-
ing dependence on informal
moneylenders.

Among the business ave-
nues encouraged for PACS are
cooperative-owned manufac-
turing units for products such
asicecream, paneer, and other
cheese. Shah highlighted a
plan to promote a circular
economy in the dairy sector by
forming cooperatives to proc-
ess skin, bones, and horns of
deceased livestock.

The Union minister said

~ India’s cooperative move-

ment, born during the free-
dom struggle, had faltered in

several regions but remained
strongin Gujarat. “Itisthere-
sponsibility of cooperative
leaders in Gujarat to make
the growth of the movement
symmetric,” hesaid.

Shah also reviewed pro-
gress of “cooperation among
cooperatives™ pilot project,
initially launched in Banas-
kantha and Panchmahal dis-
tricts and now expanded
statewide. He reported that
60% of the project has been
completed and that deposits
incooperative bankshaveris-
en by Rs 11,000 crore. _

~“All members of coopera-
tives, dairies, agriculture
produce marketing commit-
tees (APMCs), and PACS
should have accounts in coop-
erative banks,” he said.
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Primary agri credit Societies in every panchayat
by 2029
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eration among cooperatives at
the primary level, Union
Home and Cooperation Minis-
ter Amit Shah on Sunday said
the Centre would set up pn-
mary agriculture credit soci-
eties in every panchayat
across the country till 2029,

Addressing a conference on
the role of cooperatives in
building a developed India in
Ahmedabad, he said with
2025 being the International
Year of Cooperatives, the Cen-
tre had emphasised the ‘sci-
ence of cooperation’ and ‘sci-
ence in Cooperation’.

He said it was important to
implement the concept of coop-
eration amongst cooperatives
at the primary level across the
country; so that the entire func-

tlomngofallcoopemhvemsh :

tutions was carried out in coor-
dination with ~ other

lined that all primary coopera-

nghhghhng the need for
adopting the concept of coop-

Home Miniéter Amit Shah in
Ahme.dabaq on Sunday. Ani

such entities should have their
bank accounts in the dlsmct

The minister furﬂler noted
that the country’s cooperative

country during the freedom

movement had gradually
declined and nearly disap-
peared in large parts of the
cwnhyﬂxerefm'enshmﬂdbe
everybody’s responsibility to
expand the cooperative move-
menttoevery state and distrizt.
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Centre positioning cooperatives
as pillar of Viksit Bharat: Shah

Linking grassroots reform to global recognition, Union minister outlines revival blueprint
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@ Ahmedabad

UNION Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation Amit
Shah on Sunday emphasised
that India is playing a leading
role in the UN-designated Inter-
national Year of Cooperatives
2025. Linking grassroots re-
form to global recognition,
Shah outlined a nationwide re-
vival plan rooted in empower-
ing Primary Agricultural Cred-
it Societies (PACS), tech-driven
transparency, and greater citi-
zen participation.

He was addressing the Maha
Sammelan in Ahmedabad host-
ed by the Gujarat State Coop-
erative Federation. With 57 ini-
tiatives already underway and
a target to establish 2 lakh
PACS by 2029, the Centre is po-
sitioning cooperatives as a pil-
lar of ‘Viksit Bharat’, Shah said
in his address.

The Union minister high-
lighted the global spotlight on
cooperatives, saying that the
United Nations (UN) has de-
cided to mark 2025 as the Inter-
national Year of Cooperatives.
He underscored that the term
“cooperative” remains as rel-
evant today as it was in the
1900s, with India set to lead
this international movement
—an initiative launched under
the leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Modi in 2021 to revive the
fading cooperative sector.

Linking India’s domestic re-
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Union minister Amit Shah during the cooperative convention in Ahmedabad | pri

forms with global developments,
Shah noted that the country had
introduced two core principles
- ‘Sahkar se Samriddhi’ and
The Role of Cooperation in Vik-
sit Bharat — as pillars of coop-
erative renaissance. “Today’s
conference in Gujarati is a di-
rect outcome of this broader na-
tional effort,” he said.

He also emphasised that revi-
talising the cooperative sector
must begin at the grassroots,
particularly by empowering
PACS and farmers.

In a significant structural re-
form, he announced the addi-
tion of afourth tier to the global
three-tier cooperative system,

Q

ensuring national institutions
align with local-level coopera-
tives. This expansion, he said,
would be key during the Inter-
national Year of Cooperatives.

Outlining the government’s
roadmap, the Union minister
detailed a three-pronged strat-
egy: mainstreaming coopera-
tion in governance, embedding
transparency through technol-
ogy, and encouraging citizen
participation.

Stating that the education
system is also being revamped,
Shah announced the establish-
ment of Tribhuvan Sahakari
University as a national hub for
cooperative studies. He said

If the cooperative sector has to move forward, we will have to make
efforts to bring awareness, training and transparency... the Centre has
given importance to reviving and modernising science of cooperation

and use of technology in cooperatives —Amit Shah, Minister of Cooperation

‘India leading Int’l Year
of Cooperatives 2025’

Amit Shah highlighted the global
spotlight on cooperatives, saying
the United Nations will mark
2025 as the International Year of
Cooperatives. He asserted that
India is not just participating in
the UN-declared programme but
is leading it, with bold reforms
aimed at building a cooperative-
powered Viksit Bharat. In a
significant structural reform, he
announced addition of a fourth
tier to the global three-tier
cooperative system.

states are now aligning their
cooperative education frame-
works with this vision.

Reiterating the centrality of
PACS, Shah declared the gov-
ernment’s target to establish
one PACS in every panchayat
by 2029, amounting to over 2
lakh new PACS and dairies.
Around 22 services have also
been integrated into PACS, en-
hancing their functional scope.
He also confirmed that a policy
is being formulated to rehabili-
tate defunct PACS and enable
the creation of new ones.

Shah called for deeper syner-
gy under the principle of Coop-
eration Amongst Cooperatives.
He urged all primary coopera-
tive societies and dairies to
maintain accounts with district
cooperative banks, fostering
inter-institutional coordination
and financial discipline.
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Centre has ensured that PACS do not become
financially sick: Amit Shah
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Establishment of PACS in every Panchayat of
the country by 2029
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