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PM revived India's cooperatives: Shah
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PM Modi revived country’s
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Union home minister Amit Shah on Sunday credited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for reviving the cooperatives movement in the
country, afterit moved "slowly and turned almost dead” due to policy
paralysis. Addressing a state-level cooperative conference in Bhopal,
Shah, who is also the Union cooperatives minister, hit out at previous
central governments for failing to bolster the sector. “The main reason
was that the laws, which should have been changed with time, were not
tweaked," Shah said. P8
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BHOPAL: Union home minister
Amit Shah on Sunday credited
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for reviving the cooperatives
movement in the country, after it
moved “slowly and turned
almost dead” due to policy paral-
ysis.

Addressing a state-level coop-
erative conference in Bhopal,
Shah, who is also the Union
cooperatives minister, hit outat
previous central governments
for failing to bolster the sector.

“For years, the cooperative
movement was moving slowly
and turned almost dead. Looking
at the cooperative movement
nationwide, it was uneven (in the
past),” he said.

Highlighting the challenges,
Shah said the cooperative move-
ment remained in shambles as
laws were not tweaked accord-
ingly. The movement gained
traction only after 75 years of
independence when PM Modi
formed the ministry of coopera-
tives to strengthen the sector, he
said.

Shah blamed previous central
governments for not boosting
the cooperative sector, which
resulted in lopsided growth. “In
some states, the movement
gained momentum, while in
some places, it has been
destroyed. The main reason was
that the laws, which should have
been changed with time, were
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For years, cooperative
movement was moving

slowly and turned
almost dead. Looking at
the movement, it was

uneven (in past)

T

not tweaked,” he said while cred-
iting PM Modi for bringing a
“positive change” in the coopera-
tive movement.

Madhya Pradesh has a lot of
possibilities in the agriculture,
animal husbandry and coopera-
tive fields, Shah said, acknowl-
edging the need to undertake
more efforts to exploit these pos-
sibilities to the fullest. “Madhya
Pradesh is seeing good govern-
ance now. The cooperatives
were almost dead during the
Congress regime. This is a
golden opportunity for their
revival and MP should take this
opportunity,” he said.

As cooperation is a state sub-
ject under the Constitutional
arrangement, the Union minis-
ter said initiatives were not
taken to frame cooperative laws
adapting to rapidly changing

conditions across the country.
“This (scenario) was not consid-
ered from a holistic perspective
at the national level, because
there was no separate ministry
for cooperatives,” he said.

Noting that the Centre works
within the Constitutional frame-
work, Shah said the Union Gov-
ernment has enacted model
bylaws for cooperatives, which
are accepted by all states. “By
accepting these model bylaws
that empower primary societies,
states have given a new lease of
life to the cooperative sector in
India,” he said.

At the event, an agreement
was signed between the National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB) and Madhya Pradesh
State Co-operative Dairy Federa-
tion to enhance milk production
in the state.
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Cooperative movement was 'almost dead’
before Modi govt., Says Shah

Cooperative movement was ‘almost
dead’ before Modi govt., says Shah

Press Trust of India
BHOPAL

In a veiled swipe at pre-
vious Congress-led govern-
ments, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah said on
Sunday that the coopera-
tive movement had re-
mained in a shambles as
laws had not been tweaked
for years and “almost
died” before the Narendra
Modi government took de-
cisive actions.

Addressing a State-level
cooperative conference in
Bhopal, Mr. Shah said the
erstwhile  governments
never considered bolster-
ing the cooperative sector.

On the occasion, an
agreement was signed bet-
ween the National Dairy
Development Board
(NDDB) and the Madhya
Pradesh State Co-operative
Dairy Federation to en-
hance milk production in
the State.

“For years, the coopera-
tive movement was moving
slowly and turned almost
dead. Looking at the coop-
erative movement nation-
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah distributes a Kisan Card to a
beneficiary during a conference in Bhopal on Sunday. AN

wide, it was uneven (in the
past),” he said.

He said the movement
gained traction only after
75 years of Independence,
when Prime Minister Modi
formed the Ministry of
Cooperatives to strengthen
the sector.

“In some States, the
movement gained momen-
tum, while in some places,
it has been destroyed. The
main reason was that the
laws, which should have
been changed with time,
were not tweaked,” Mr.
Shah said while crediting
Mr. Modi for bringing a

“positive change” in the
cooperative movement.

Madhya Pradesh has a
lot of possibilities in the
agriculture, animal hus-
bandry and cooperative
fields, Mr. Shah said, ack-
nowledging the need to un-
dertake more efforts to ex-
ploit these possibilities to
the fullest.

“Madhya Pradesh is see-
ing good governance now.
The cooperatives were al-
most dead during the Con-
gress regime. This is a gol-
den opportunity for their
revival, and Madhya Pra-
desh should take this op-

portunity,” he said.

As cooperation is a State
subject under the Constitu-
tional arrangement, initia-
tives were not taken to
frame cooperative laws
adapting to rapidly chang-
ing conditions across the
country.

“This (scenario) was not
considered from a holistic
perspective at the national
level, because there was no
separate Ministry for coop-
eratives,” he said.

Stating that the Centre
works within the Constitu-
tional framework, Mr.
Shah said the Union go-
vernment has enacted mo-
del bylaws for coopera-
tives, which are accepted
by all States.

“By accepting these mo-
del bylaws that empower
primary societies, States
have given a new lease of
life to the cooperative sec-
tor in India,” he said while
thanking the States.

Mr. Shah said the Modi
government was “standing
like a rock” in supporting
the cooperative sector’s
expansion.
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Pact with dairy board will
double milk collection in
MP co-op sector: Shah

ANURAAG SINGH @Bhopal

THE National Dairy Develop-
ment Board (NDDB) and the
MP Dairy Federation signed a
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) in Bhopal on Sun-
day, in the presence of Union
Minister for Cooperation
Amit Shah and Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Yadav. This agree-
ment aims to expand, diversi-
fy, and modernize the
cooperative dairy sector in
Madhya Pradesh.

Addressing the state-level co-
operatives conference thereaf-
ter, Shah said, “The MoU be-
tween the NDDB and the state
dairy federation targets dou-
bling milk collection by the
state cooperative sector from
the current 12 lakh litres to 24
lakh litres.”

“MP produces 5.5 crore litres
of milk, which accounts for 9%
of the country’s total milk out-
put. However, less than 1% of
milk comes from dairy
cooperatives.

Even when it comes to sur-
plus or marketable milk, which
is left after domestic consump-
tion, only 2.5% of 3.50 crore li-
tres comes from dairy coopera-
tives. Only 17% of villages in

{ s
3% |
?,_

MP have milk collection facili-
ties. The MoU has created scope
for increasing dairy coopera-
tives penetration to the remain-
ing 83% villages,” Shah said.
Without naming the Con-
gress regimes in the past at the
Centre, Shah said that the co-
operative movement had “al-
most died” in many states, as
the existing laws remained un-
changed to keep in sync with
changing times. Seventy-five
years after the country’s inde-
pendence, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi created a sepa-
rate ministry for cooperation
(cooperatives) at the centre.
“In 3.5 years, we’ve worked to
usher sea change, particularly
by framing model bylaws to
foster the growth of primary
cooperative societies.”
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Cooperative movement lagged behind due to

lack of timely changes in laws: Shah
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Cooperative societies will now run petrol
pumps, gas agencies, Jan Aushadhi Kendras:
Shah
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Co-operative societies will handle the work of
petrol pumps and LPG distribution
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Co-operative societies will book tickets, deposit
bills, and also run petrol pumps and gas

agencies
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