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‘Cooperative sector to expand in new areas'

‘Cooperative sector to
expand in new areas’

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: Union home min-
ister Amit Shah said on Sunday
that India’s cooperative sector is
set to expand into new areas,
including vehicle operations and
seed production, alongside its
existing reach in banking, credit,
and agriculture.

Addressing the golden centen-
ary closing ceremony of the
Ahmedabad District Cooperative
(ADC) Bank in Ahmedabad dis-
trict of Gujarat, Shah said, “The
cooperative movement is no
longer limited to banking and
credit. Ithas expanded to afforda-
ble medicine shops, gas distribu-
tion, petrol pumps, ration stores,
warehouses, and water manage-
ment. Now, cooperatives will
also play a role in vehicle oper- 4
ations and seed production.” |

Shah emphasised that this
expansion is part of the gov-
ernment’s broader vision
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's
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leadership to strengthen the coop-
erative model and bring financial
inclusivity to more sectors.

He said, in the last five years,
200,000 service cooperative socie-
ties and primary dairy cooperative
societies were integrated into the
movement—ensuring that small
farmers, traders, and workers ben-
efit from cooperative initiatives.

Shah called on ADC Bank and
other cooperative institutions to
take the lead in ensuring that
financial support reaches small-
scale entrepreneurs and farmers.
He underscored the sector’s resil-
ience despite past challenges and
credited PM Modi’s vision for ena-
bling more than 60 new initiatives
under the Union ministry of coop-
eration —headed by Shah.

At another event, Shah prom-

ised thata grand temple of

Sita Mata will be built.

“The temple will give a

. message of woman

*® & power to the whole

\ world and how life

should be ideal in every
way,” he said.
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Future of co-ops bright under Modi govt, says Shah

Ahmedabad, March 9:
Union cooperation minis-
ter Amit Shah on Sunday
said the future of coopera-
tives is bright under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
and more than 60 initia-
tives have been rolled out
by his ministry since its
formation.

Addressing the
“Swarnim Shatabdi
Samapan Mahotsav” (gold-
en centenary closing cere-
mony) of the Ahmedabad

District Cooperative Bank,
Mr Shah called the ADC
Bank a big bank for small
people that has worked to
bring prosperity in the
lives of lakhs of farmers
and cattle rearers for gen-
erations.

“Since (Modi set up the
cooperation ministry), it
has taken more than 60
initiatives. =~ We  have
ensured the registration of
2 lakh primary coopera-
tive societies in 5 years,
including the service

WE HAVE ensured the
registration of 2 lakh pri-
mary cooperative soci-
eties in 5 years, includ-
ing the service coopera-
tive societies and pri-
mary milk producers
cooperative societies,
the minister said
cooperative societies and
primary milk producers
cooperative societies,
which are the foundations
of the cooperative move-

ment,” Mr Shah said.

The future of coopera-
tives is bright under Mr
Modi’s leadership, he said.

There should not be a
single panchayat in the
country without a pri-
mary service cooperative
society or primary milk-
producing society. By
introducing many model
by-laws into society con-
stitutions, they have been
associated with several
new works, he said.

Mr Shah said such a

cooperative society can
also open an affordable
medicine shop, and a
quota has been given to
them for petrol pumps and
gas distribution services.
They also get priority in
the distribution of sub-
sidised grains, he said.
“They can also build
godowns and undertake
water supply projects.
Until the cooperative soci-
ety is strong, the (coopera-
tive) bank cannot be
strong,” he said. =~ — PTT
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Gandhinagar

for sports centre for para-athletes in

Shah attends multiple events, lays foundation for
sports centre for para-athletes in Gandhinagar

OUR CORRESPONDENT

GANDHINAGAR: Union
Home Minister and Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah vis-
ited some of the major events
in Gujarat, including laying
the foundation stone for the
High-Performance Sports Cen-
tre for para-sports persons in
Gandhinagar,

The function also witnessed
the signing of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding {(MoU)
between the Gujarat govern-
ment's Department of Science
and Technology and Common
Service Centres (CSC) for citi-
zen service delivery online.

Speaking at the event,
Shah emphasised that the cen-
tre, built at a cost of Rs 350
crore, would provide world-
class training facilities for para-
athletes at state, national, and

international levels. He high
lighted Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modis vision of "Sports
for All” and Gujarat’s progress
in sports infrastructure.

He turther pointed out that
the MoU with CSCs would
increase digital services and
citizens would be able to avail
maore than 300 government
services—such as Aadhaar,
PAN cards, and birth certifi-
cates—through nearby CSC
centres. Shah pointed out that

India’s digital ecosystem had
witnessed a spurt in develop-
ment, with BharatNet reach-
ing 2.14 lakh gram panchayats
and the launch of 5G bringing
down data costs.

Later, at the Gujarat Bar
Councils oath-taking cere-
mony, Shah addressed 11,000
newly enrolled advocates, call-
ing it a historic occasion. He
teminded them of their respon-
sibility to uphold the Constitu-
tion and ensure timely justice.

Takeaways

» He witnessed the signing of a Memerandum of
Understanding (Moll) between the Gujarat government's
Department of Science and Technelogy and Commen
Service Centres [CSC) for citizen service delivery online

#» In Ahmedabad, Shah unvelled reprinted books by the
Sastu Sahitya Mudranalaya Trust

He highlighted the new crim-
inal laws introduced under
Maodi’s leadership, which aim
to deliver justice within three
years ofan FIR being registered.
At the ‘Closing Festival' of
Ahmedabad District Coop-
erative Bank’s Golden Jubilee,
Shah appreciated the bank’s
makeover, pointing out its
zero-MPA status and contribu-
tion to helping farmers. Healso
rramrmﬂl lhl.‘ gu\'crnmenl\s
intention to form 2 lakh coop-
erative societies in five years.

In  Ahmedabad, Shah
unveiled reprinted books by
the Sastu Sahitya Mudrana-
laya Trust. He emphasised the
importance of reading, lan-
guage preservation, and the
role of literature in shaping
society. He noted that 24books
had been reprinted, aligning
with Modi’s "Vanche Gujarat”
campaign to promote read-
ing culture. Shah concluded
by emphasising that education
and literature should be made
universally available.
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Two lakh cooperative societies registered in five
years: Shah
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future of cooperatives bright: Shah

Cooperation ministry took over 60 initiatives;
future of Coopel atwes bright: Shah

AHMEDABAD Union Cooperation Minis-
ter Amit Shah on Sunday said the future
of cooperatives is bright under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
and more than 60 initiatives have been
rolled out by his ministry since its forma-
tion. Addressing the ‘Swarnim Shatabdi

Samapan Mahotsav’ (golden centenary

closing ceremony) of the Ahmedabad
District Cooperative Bank, Shah called
ADC abig bank for small people that has
worked to bring prosperity in the lives
of lakhs of farmers and cattle rearers
for generations.

“Since (Modi set up the Cooperation
Ministry), it has taken more than 60
initiatives. We have ensured the regis-
tration of 2 lakh primary cooperative
socleties in 5 years, including the service
cooperative societies and primary milk
producers cooperative societies, which
are the foundations of the cooperative
moevement,” Shah said.

The future of cooperatives is bright
under PM Modi's leadership, he said.

There should not be a single panchayat
in the country without a primary service
cooperative society or primary milk
producing society. By introducing many
model by-laws inte society constitutions,
they have been associated with several
new works, he said.

Shah said such a cooperative society
can also open an affordable medicine
shop, and a quota has been given to them
for petrol pumps and gas distribution
services. They also get priority in the
distribution of subsidised grains, said
the minister.

“They can also build godowns and
undertake water supply projects. Until
the cooperative society is strong, the
(cooperative) bank cannot be strong.
And until the bank is strong, the dairy

Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the
closing ceremony of the ‘Swarnim Shatabdi
Mahotsav', in Gujarat on March 9, 2025/ p1y

sector of the district or state cannot
thrive...,” he said.

Three national cooperative societies,
one each for quality seeds, exports and
organic farming, have been registered
and the mandals {local cooperatives) are
now linked with them, he said.

Out of the country’s 260 district co-
operative banks, ADC Bank is the only
one with 100 per cent e-banking facility
as per the RBI guidelines, Shah said.

“The bank has earned the trust of
numerous account holders. It has passed
through difficult times, but whoever led
it worked to run it in the best manner,
which is why we can dream of another
100 years of the bank,” he said.

Shah recalled that when he was elect-
ed as the bank’s chairman 25 years ago,
doubts were raised over its survival. He
had assured that within one year the
bank would make profits and distrib-
ute dividends. The then chairman had
doubts, but the bank started making

profits in just one year and even dis-
tributed dividends, he said.

“The bank did not look back and
reported Rs 100 crore profit last year.
Today it has zero NPA (non-performin,
assets). It’s a matter of pride for all of
us,” Shah said.

Earlier in the day, the Union minister
released 24 books reprinted by Sastu
Sahitya Mudranalaya Trust in the pres-
ence of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel
at the ‘Akhand Anandotsav’ organised
by the trust in Ahmedabad.

He said it is the responsibility of
the fans and linguists of the Gujarati
language to preserve and enhance the
literary heritage given by many Gujarati
writers like Govardhanram Tripathi,
Mahatma Gandhi, Narmad, Kakasaheb
Kalelkar, Narsinh Mehta, and Sundaram.

The Union minister said that to pro
mote reading in Gujarat, Modi as the then
chief minister of the state had launched
the ‘Vanche Gujarat’ campaign.

He said reading can direct thoughts
on the right path. If a child or student
develops the habit of reading from a
young age and maintains it even amid the
attraction of the internet, he will survive
in any difficult situation or overcome any
obstacle that comes in life, Shah said.

“The Sastu Sahitva Mudranalaya Trust
is not only a printing press but also an
institution that keeps our education
and literature alive and is our unique
heritage,” said CM Patel.

He said that the institution, established
in 1907, has been guiding and inspirin
society for more than a century thmugl%
the light of language, literature and
education. He said the government has
ensured that reading enthusiasts gE;
excellent library facilities in every talul
of the state. JPTIY
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