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New Delhi: Government has
resolved to make India self-
sufficient in pulses by Decem-
ber 2027, said Union home and
cooperation minister Amit
Shah on Thursday after
launching a portal through
which the two co-operatives —
Nafed and NCCF — can buy
toor dal (pigeon pea) from reg-
istered farmers.

“We will not have to im-
port even a single kilogram
of pulses from January
2028," said Shah while ap-
pealing to farmers to grow
more pulses as their produce
will be fully procured atmini-
mum support price (MSP) or
market price, whichever is
higher, through the portal.

Under the initiative, pro-
duce of farmers who get
themselves registered even
before production of toor dal
will be procured by the Na-
tional Agricultural Coopera-
tive Marketing Federation of
IndiaLtd (Nafed)and Nation-
al Cooperative Consumers’
Federation of India (NCCF).
The sale proceeds will go di-
rectly into the bank accounts
of the farmers. The regis-
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Amit Shah along with others during the mauguratlon of a portal for toor
dal producing farmers at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi on Thursday

tered farmers will also have
an option to sell their pro-
duce in open market.

The move is expected to
boost domestic pulses pro-
duction through crop diver-
sification and thus eventual-
ly reduce the country’s im-
portdependence.

A similar facility will be
also unveiled in future for
other pulses such as urad
(black gram) and masoor
(lentil), and maize. Besides
toor, urad and masoorare two
other pulses the country de-
pends on imports.

Citing examples of how
MSP of pulses has increased
substantially over the past
nine years, Shah said farm-
ers can now, being backed by
the new procurement initia-
tives, sow as much toor, urad
and masoor as they want and
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their income will double
without doing anythingelse.

Shah said the move will
not only make the country
self-sufficient in production
of pulses but also help in en-
suring nutritional security ,
enhancingsoilfertility asthe
crops provide enough nitro-
gen to it, and conserving wa-
ter as its cultivation requires
less water. The movecomesat
a time when the domestic
production of toor is pegged
at 3.4 million tonnes in 2023-
24duetofall inacreage, lower
than its record output of 4.8
million tonnes in 2016-17.

In the context of a similar
portal for maize, Shah said ar-
rangements will be made for
selling maize at MSP directly
to the ethanol manufacturing
factory, so that there is no ex-
ploitation of farmers.
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NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

To encourage farmers for the
cultivation of pulses, Union
Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah launched a portal for the
procurement of tur dal to help
farmers sell their produce at
the minimum support price
(MSP) fixed by the Centre.

The initiative aims not only
to facilitate the sale of farm-
ers’ produce at the MSP. but
also to foster self-reliance in
pulse production, thereby
addressing the challenge of
substantial pulse imports
that soared to 1.9 million
tonnes in 2023.

“Tur dal will be procured
from farmers and it is Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
guarantee,” Shah said,
addressing a national sympo-
sium on ‘self-reliance in puls-
es’. He outlined an ambitious
target of achieving self-
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ction by 2027: Shah
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi. ani

reliance in pulse production
by December 2027, with the
ultimate aim of eliminating
any need for pulse imports
from January 2028.

Through this e-samridhi
portal, farmers can register
and sell their produce to
National Agricultural Cooper-
ative Marketing Federation of
India (NAFED) and National
Cooperative Consumers’ Fed-
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eration of India Limited
(NCCF) at a minimum support
price or market price. A simi-
lar facility will be launched in
future for urad and masocor
farmers as well as maize farm-
ers, said the minister, who also
transferred, via direct benefit
transfer, about Rs 68 lakh to
the accounts of 25 farmers
who had sold tur through the
portal. — TNS
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Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday launched a tur dal
procurement portal through
which farmers can register
and sell their produce to
NAFED and NCCEF at a min-
imum support price or market
price, saying that the move
aims to make India self-reliant
in pulses by 2027.
It may be noted that the tur dal
procurement portal comes at a
time when the domestic tur
output in the 2023-24 kharif
season is anticipated to be
lower for the second straight
year in view of fall in acreage
and the central nodal agencies
hope to procure maximum
quantity for maintaining suf-
ficient buffer and keep a lid on
retail inflation ahead of general
elections.
After the launch, Shah said
before the sowing operation,
tur farmers can register on the
portal to sell their produce to
NAFED and NCCF at mini-
mum support price (MSP).
A similar facility will be
unveiled in future for urad and
masoor farmers as well as
maize farmers, he said.
The minister also transferred
via Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) about Rs 68 lakh to 25
farmers registered with
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NAF ED and NCCF towards
payment for sale of tur via the
multilingual portal.

The National Agricultural
Cooperative  Marketing
Federation of India Ltd
(NAFED) and the National
Cooperative Consumers’
Federation of India (NCCF)
are two central nodal agencies
that undertake pulses pro-
curement on behalf of the
government for maintaining a
buffer stock. They also buy
pulses under the Price Support
Scheme when the rates fall
below the MSP.

The registered tur farmers will
have an option to sell either to
NAFED/NCCEF or in the open
market.

Suppose the open market price
of tur remains higher than the
MSP at the time of harvesting,
in that case an average rate will
be arrived through a formula,
he said, adding that the pay-
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ment will be done through
DBT.

Noting that more farmers were
not taking up pulses farming in
the country because prices
were not assured, he said that
with procurement via the por-
tal, the initiative will bring a
major reform in the agriculture
sector and help achieve self-
reliance in pulses production.
“Tur will be procured from
farmers and it is Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
guarantee,” he added.

Tur production had touched a
record of 4.87 million tonnes
in 2016-17 kharif season and
in the consecutive years the
output fell and reached as low
as 3.31 million tonnes in 2022-
23.

As per the initial estimate of
the agriculture ministry, tur
output is pegged at 3.42 million
tonnes for 2023-24 kharif sea-
son.
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To stop pulses imports
by 2028, says Shah

Procurement at
market prices to
help boost output

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, January 4

INDIA IS AIMING to achieve
self-sufficiencyin the produc-
tion of pulses in the next four
years and assured purchase
from the farmers at the mar-
ket prices would be the key
strategy to boost output,
Union minister for home
affairs and cooperation Amit
Shah said on Thursday.

Stating that the country is
still dependent on import of
somevarieties of pulses except
for chana and moong, Shah
said “by December 2027, the
country should become self-
reliant in pulses. We will not
import even one kilo of pulses
from January 2028”

He was speaking after
launchinga procurement por-
tal for tur dal through which
agencies such as farmers'
cooperative Nafed and the
National Cooperative Con-
sumers' Federation of India
(NCCF) would purchase the
pulse variety at market price,
and above minimum support
price (MSP) to boost the gov-
ernment buffer.

In 2023, India imported
close to 1.9 million tonne (MT)
of tur and urad. The country's
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Union home min

15% of the total domestic con-
sumption of pulses is met
through imports. A major
chunk includes tur, urad and
masoor (lentils)and these were
mostly sourced from Mozam-
bique, Malawi, Tanzania,
Myanmar, Canada and Aus-
tralia.Sources said in the first
phase the government would
be purchasing 0.4 MT tur from
the farmers directly at the
market prices to boost buffer.
After getting response in the
first phase, another 0.4 MT of
pulsevarietywould purchased.

As per the buffer norm,one
MT oftur dal has tobewith the
government. Howeverbecause
of huge import dependence
and prices ruling above MSP
especially forthelast fewyears,
agencies are unable to carry
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farmers during the launch of a portal for them ANI

out MSP operations.

The dynamic pricing model
of purchase from the farmers
for the pulses will be in accor-
dance with the government's
market intervention to buy
onions from the farmersat the
market price for buffers.

The official said that pur-
chase of pulses varieties above
MSP will give a signal to the
farmers to augment produc-
tion which would reduce the
country’s import depen-
dence. Tur and masoor are
two major pulses that India
imports. The mandi prices of
tur dal on Thursday at Latur,
Maharashtra, the hub of the
trade, was ruling around
8,400 /quintal against the
MSP of ¥7,000/quintal for
2023-24 season (July-June).
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What is the e-samridhi portal

E-samridhi, the revamped portal for procurement of tur at
minimum support price (MSP) orat a higher average price
than MSP, allows farmers to pre-register themselves for
selling pulsesto Nafed and NCCF under the existing schemes
of price stabilization fund (PSF) and price support scheme
(PSS). This revamped e-samridhi as per the website
integrates procurement and inventory management
enabling direct paymentto farmers using PFMS.
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PujaDas ¢ portal isonly for pulses now, a
puja.das@livemint.com similar facility will be available
NEW DELHI for masur, urad, maize and
‘s“ other 35 organic products,

C ooperation minister g )} Shah said.
Amit Shah on Thurs- Mint on 20 November
day launched a portal reported that the union gov-

through which farmers can
sell tur dal to government pro-
curement agencies, saying the
move will be expanded to help
India end its import depend-
ency on pulses within three
years.

Through the portal, farmers
will be able to sell tur dal to the
National Agricultural Cooper-

L
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Union cooperation minister Amit Shah launched the portal
through which farmers can register and sell their produce. PTI

ative Marketing Federation of ===

India (Nafed) or the National
Cooperative Consumers’ Fed-
eration of India (NCCF) at the
minimum support price (MSP)

E et

lift

duction of pulses and we will
nothave to buyakilo of pulses
from other nations,” Shah said
at the launch event of ‘e-sam-
ridhiportal’.

ernment was crafting a
scheme (Bharat Dal Utpadan
Swavlamban Abhiyan, or the
Indian mission for self-suffi-
ciency in pulse production) to
lift production, meet buffer
norms and end import
dependency.

Currently, India produces
27 million tonnes of pulses
againstadomestic demand of
28 mt. In calendar year 2023,
India imported 2.9 mt of tur,
urad and masur, marking a
39.7% increase from the 2 mt

or market price, whicheveris | Pulse missiont “It is the responsibility of | imported a year earlier.
higher. . - . | output, buffersoon the Modi government to pur- The portal will stre‘amlian
A similar facility will be | (. oo picsming ssures 3 chase your pulses on MSP, the entire process for ‘tur dal

launched soon for other farm
produce, he said, adding that
the farmers will have direct
benefit transfer benefits.
About 6.8 million has already
been transferred to 25 farmers
toward payment for sale of tur
via the portal, he added.
Nafed and NCCF will under-
take procurement of pulses on
behalf of the government to
maintain a buffer stock.
“Produce pulses and make
the country self-reliant in this

THE NEWS

sector. It isnecessary to make
India self-reliant in pulses pro-
duction. I assure you that by
December 2027, India will
become self-reliant in the pro-

Shah said, adding that the tur
dal MSP has risen 65% to
7,000 per quintal from
34,350 in 2014-15.

“If the priceis higher in the
open market, we will even pur-
chase farmers’ produce at that
rate. Register first before you
start cultivation and later you
can decide whether to sell
your produce to the govern-
ment or in the open market,”
Shah added.

Though the procurement

growers in Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Guyjarat, Karnatakaand Jhark-
hand, simplifying the registra-
tion, procurement and pay-
ment processes.

The portal aims to reduce
dependence on imports by
purchasing 80% of the buffer
stock directly from farmers.
This will not only secure food
production but also ensure the
nation’s future food security,
Shah said.
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Amit Shah launches guaranteed price scheme for tur farmers

Amit Shah launches
guaranteed price

scheme for tur farmers
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PROCUREMENT BOOST. Home Minister Amit Shah being
felicitated by Nafed Chairman Bijender Singh. “We will not import
even one kilo of pulses from January 2028,” Shah said ani

—
Our Bureau
New Delhi

Cooperation minister Amit
Shah on Thursday asked
farmers to take a pledge to
make the country At-
manirbhar in pulses before
2028.

Launching a portal where
farmers can register them-
selves if they want to get as-
sured price, he said co-oper-
atives such as Nafed, NCCF
would buy the pulses at guar-
anteed price. Initially, the
portal will be only for tur
crop, but later on it would be
extended to all pulses (except
gram and green gram) as well
as to maize.

The minister also trans-
ferred via Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) about 68
lakh to 25 farmers registered
with Nafed and NCCF to-
wards payment for sale of tur
through the multi-lingual
portal.

MSP ASSURANCE

After the launch, Shah said
before the sowing operation,
tur farmers can register on
the portal to sell their pro-
duce at minimum support
price (MSP). But farmers are
free to sell anywhere even
after registration and they
will not be forced to sell to
the agencies if they get higher

rates in the market. The re-
gistered tur farmers will re-
ceive an average rate in case
the open market price re-
mains higher than the MSP
and that will be arrived
through a “scientific for-
mula”, the minister said. The
payment will be done through
DBT, he added.

Shah further said more
farmers were not taking up
pulses farming in the country
because prices were not
assured.

“By December 2027, the
country should become self-
reliant in pulses. We will not
import even one kilo of pulses
from January 2028,” Shah
said adding the aim should be
to make India a net exporter
of pulses.

From 2.56 million tonnes
(mt) in 2025-16, tur produc-
tion surged to a record 4.87
mt in 2016-17, before coming
down to 3.31 mt in 2022-23.
But, the agriculture ministry
has estimated 2023-24 output
at 3.42 mt, despite lower
acreage.

Stating that maize field will
be similar to oil field, Shah
said soon the portal will allow
maize farmers to register and
link them with some ethanol
producing company who will
be purchasing the crop at
MSP through the portal and
transfer the money into the
bank accounts of farmers.
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Government will buy pulses from farmers even before production
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Taar dal procurement portal made, target of self-reliance in pulses sector by 2027
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Modi Guarantee: Government will buy 100% pulses of farmers from the portal
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Amit Shah launches tur dal procurement portal; sets 2027 as target to become self-

reliant in pulses

Amit Shah launches tur dal procurement portal;

sets 2027 as

NEW DELHI: Aiming to make India self.
reliant in pulses by 2027, Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday launched a tur dal
procurement portalthrough which farmerscan
register and sell their produce to NAFED and
NCCF at a minimum support price or market
price.

A similar facility will be unveiled in future
for urad and masoor farmers as well as maize
farmers, he said.

The minister also transferred via Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) about Rs 62 lakh to 25
farmersregistered with NAFEDandNCCFtowards
payment for sale of tur via themultilingual portal

The National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing FederationofIndia Ld (NAFED) and
the Natioal Cooperative Consumers' Federation
of India (NCCF) are two central nodal agencies
thatundertake pulses procurement on behalfof
the government for maintaining a buffer stock.
They &lso buy pulses under the Price Support
Scheme when the rates fall below the MSP.

After thelannch, Shahsai ethesowing
Operation, tur farmerscan register onthe portal
0 sell their produce to NAFED and NCCF at
minimum support price (MSP).

Theregistered tur farmers willhavean option
to sell either to NAFED/NCCF or in the open
market. Suppose the open market price of tur
remains higher than the MSP at the time of
harvesting, in that case an average rate will be
arrived through aformula, he said, adding that
the payment will be done through DET.

Shah further said more farmers were not
takingup pulsesfarming in the country because
prices were not assured.

‘Withprocurement via the portal, the initiative
will bringamajor reformin theagricultresecior
and helpachieve self-reliance in pulses production,

he said.
*“Tur will be procured from farmers and it
isPrime Minister Narendra Modi's guarantee,”

e added.

Timay be noted that the tur dal procurement
portal comes at a time when the domestic tar
output in the2022-24 kharifseason is anticipated
0 be lower for the second siraight year in view
offall in acreage and the central nodal agencies
PR t0 procTre max ityfor maintain
sufficient buffer and keepalidon retail inflation
ahead of general elections.

Tur production had touched a record of 4.87
million tonnes in 201617 kharif season and in
the consecutive years theoutput fell and reached
as low as 3.31 million tonnes in 2022-23. As per
the initial estimate of the agriculture ministry,
£UIT output is pegged at 3.42 million tonnes for
2023-24 kharif season.

(Currently, harvesting of tur - a main kharif
pulse crop - is still underway in some parts of
the country.

(Going forward, Shah said a procurement
portal will be launched for the benefit of urad
and masoor farmers also. Urad and masoor are

W0 other pulsas thacounsry depends on imports
and assured procurement will help boost the
production.

Since the government ispushingfor ethanal
Hlendingwith petrol and redocing crude oil imparts,
the minister said maize is being promoted for
ethanol making and a portal will be launched
wherein farmers can sell their produce.

Stating that the countryisstill dependent on
importof some varieties of pulsesexcept forchana
and moong, the Minister stressed on the need to
grow more pulses as majority of the population
in [ndia are vegetarians for whom pulses are a
major souree of protein.

‘That apart, the pulses crops which can be
grown with less water have the ability toprovide
30-40 kg of nitrogen in one hectare of land and
saves farmers from spraying the same, he said.

*Grow pulses, don't worry about prices. We

target to become self-reliant in pulses

will procure at MSP,” the minister assured the
farming community.

“ByDecember 2027, the country should become
selfreliant in pulses. We will not import even

tating that the country

is still dependent on
import of some varieties
of pulses except for chana
and moong, the Minister
stressed on the need to
grow more pulses as
majority of the population
in India are vegetarians
for whom pulses are a
major source of protein.

onekiloof pulsesfrom January 2028," he added.

He appealed to Primary Agriculture Credit
Societies(PACS), Farmer Producers Organisations
(FPOs) and progressivefarmers i create Swareness.
about the portal and encourage farmers to take
advantage of this facility.

Pulses production has increased in the last
ten years to 26.05 million tonnes in 2022-23 from
19,9 million tonnes in 2012-14 crop year (July-
June), due 1o more than two times increase in
the minimum sapport price, he said.
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