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Shah to take stock of generic drug plan

Shah to take stock of generic drug plan

More than 2,000 types of generic medicines and about 300 surgical items are available at affordable prices in rural areas through the Primary

Agricultural Credit Societies, now rebranded as Jan Aushadi Kendras; drug prices are 50%-90% lower than branded counterparts at these outlets

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

s the Primary Agri-
A cultural Credit So-
cieties (PACS) are
set to operate as Jan Ausha-
di Kendras, Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah on
Monday will take stock of
the new initiative at the
“National PACS Mega Con-
clave” to be held here in
the national capital.
Pradhan Mantri Bharti-
ya Jan Aushadhi Kendras
(PMBJKs) provide quality
generic medicines to the
general public, which cost
50-90% less than the
branded medicines availa-

ble in the open market.
More than 2,000 types
of generic medicines and
about 300 surgical items
are made available through
the kendras to common ci-
tizens at affordable prices.
The conclave, organised
by the Ministry of Coopera-
tion in collaboration with
National Cooperative De-
velopment  Corporation
(NCDC) at Vighyan Bha-
‘wan, will see participation
of central and state officials
from the the cooperation
ministry; registrars  of
cooperative societies of all
states; chairpersons, secre-
taries and pharmacists of
those PACS, which have
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More in store: Over 2,300 cooperative societies have already got
initial approval to function as Jan Aushadhi Kendras. THE HINDU

obtained drug licences for
operating Jan Aushadhi
Kendras, an official state-
ment said.

PACS were recently al-
lowed to operate Pradhan
Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aush-
adhi Kendras. Within a few
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months, more than 4,400
PACS/cooperative societies
from 34 states/UTs have
submitted their online ap-
plications on the Govern-
ment of India’s Depart-
ment of Pharmaceuticals
portal for this initiative.

“Out of which, more
than 2,300 cooperative so-
cieties have already re-
ceived initial approval and
149 of them are ready to
function as Jan Aushadhi
Kendras,” according to an
official statement.

Diversification scope

This initiative will provide
new opportunities to PACS
for diversification and ex-

pansion of their economic
activities, thus leading to
an increase in the incomes
of millions of small and
marginal farmers associat-
ed with them, it said.

“More rural jobs’
It will also help create em-
ployment opportunities in
rural areas, it said.

At present, there are
about 63,000 functional
PACS in the country.

The government has ta-
ken several steps to streng-
then the PACS including
their computerisation, di-
versify their business activ-
ities, and put in place mo-
del bye-laws.



Publication The Pioneer Language English
Edition New Delhi Journalist Bureau
Date 07/01/2024 Page no 2
CCM 39.15

PM Jan Aushadhi Kendras find takers

PM Jan Aushadhi Kendras find takers

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B NEW
DELHI

he Governments decision

to allow  Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS) to function as Pradhan
Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi
Kendra (PM-BJAK ) is finding
huge takers.
More than 4400 such entities
from across the country have
submitted online applications
showing their keenness to take
up the initiative which was
approved last year.
In fact, more than 2300 coop-
erative societies have already
received initial approval and
146 of them are ready to func-
tion as Jan Aushadhi Kendras,
said an official from the
National Cooperative
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Development Corporation
(NCDQ).

Encouraged at the response, the
Union Ministry of Cooperation
in collaboration with the
NCDC is organizing a mega
conclave here on Monday to
deliberate threadbare about the
potentials and challenges like-
ly to be faced by the PACS who
have taken such an initiative.
The conclave will be chaired by
Union Home and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah. The deci-
sion to permit PACS to open
PM-BJAKs was taken in a
meeting between Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah and
Chemicals and Fertilisers
Minister =~ Mansukh S
Mandaviya last year with an
aim to increase the income of
PACS, creating job opportuni-

ties, and providing affordable
medicines, especially in rural
areas. Mandaviya, along with
Minister of State for
Cooperation and Development
of North Eastern Region
(DONER) BL Verma, are also
likely to address the conclave.
The Jan Aushadhi Kendras are
already operational across the
country, offering a variety of
medicines and medical devices
at significantly lower prices (50
to 90 per cent cheaper) com-
pared to branded alternatives.
More than 2000 types of gener-
ic medicines and around 300
surgical items are made avail-
able through these Kendras to
common citizens at affordable
prices.

However, allowing PACS as
PMBJAKS will provide new
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opportunities to PACS for
diversification and expansion of
their economic activities, thus
leading to increase in the
incomes of millions of small
and marginal farmers associat-
ed with them.

Moreover, the network of the
PMBJAKS will also expand.
“More than 4400
PACS/Cooperative Societies
from 34 States/UTs have sub-
mitted their online applications
on the Government’s
Department of
Pharmaceuticals portal for this
initiative, out of which, more
than 2300 cooperative societies
have already received initial
approval and 146 of them are
ready to function as Jan
Aushadhi Kendras,” said an
official from the NCDC.
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Amit Shah to chair national agriculture event on Monday

Amit Shah to chair national
agriculture event on Monday

AS THE PRIMARY Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS) are set to
operate asJan Aushadi Kendras,
cooperation ministerAmit Shah
on Mondaywill take stockof the
new initiative at the "National
PACS Mega Conclave"tobe held
here in the national capital.
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Jan Aushadhi Kendras (PMB-
JKs) provide quality generic
medicines to the general pub-
lic, which cost 50-90% less
than the branded medicines
available in the open market.
More than 2,000 types of
generic medicines and around
300 surgical items are made

available through these kendras
to common citizens at afford-
ableprices.The conclave, organ-
ised by the Ministry of Cooper-
ation in collaboration with
National Cooperative Develop-
ment Corporation (NCDC) at
Vighyan Bhawan, will see par-
ticipation of central and state
officials from the the coopera-
tion ministry; registrars of
cooperative societies of all
states; chairpersons, secre-
tariesand pharmacists of those
PACS, which have obtained
drug licences for operating Jan
Aushadhi Kendras, an official
statement said. —PTI
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PEX Mega Conclave tomorrow in Delhi under the chairmanship of Shah
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Cheap medicines will be available from Pax operated medicine centers
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