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Shah rolls out Rs 223 cr plan to digitise cooperatives

Shah rolls out3225 crplan
to digitise cooperatives

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 30
Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation Amit
Shah on Tuesday launched a
Rs 225-crore computerisation
scheme for the offices of the
Registrar of Cooperative Soci-
eties and Agriculture and Rur-
al Development Banks
(ARDBsS) of states.

The Computerisation Project
for Agricultural and Rural

Development Banks aims to
computerise 1,851 units of
ARDRB:s in 13 states and UTs.
The government is also consid-
ering linking all Primary Coop-
erative Agriculture and Rural
Development Banks and State
Cooperative Rural Develop-
ment Banks with NABARD’s
national software. This will
strengthen the linkage of agri-
cultural loans. — TNS
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Amit Shah launches %225 crore projects to
computerise ARDBs, RCSs in cooperative sector

NEW DELHI: Union Coop-
eration Minister Amit Shah on
Tuesday launched computeri-
sation programmes for agri-
culture and rural development
banks and Registrar of Coop-
erative Societies at an estimated
cost of Rs 225 crore and said
the digitisation efforts will help
improve efficiency, transpar-
ency and accountability in their
working.

The launch of computeri-
sation projects for Agriculture
and Rural Development Banks
(ARDBs) and Registrar of
Cooperative Societies (RCSs)
of states and Union Territo-
ries was organised by Ministry
of Cooperation in collabora-
tion with National Coopera-
tive Development Corporation
(NCDQ).

Shah said the projects will
modernise and enhance the
efficiency of the cooperative
sector by bringing the entire
cooperative ecosystem on a

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Union Cooperation Min Amit Shah

digital platform.

“This will help in improving
transparency and accountabil-
ity in the cooperative sector,”
the minister said. Shah said the
total cost of computerisation
will be Rs 225 crore, of which
Rs 95 crore would be spent on
computerisation of RCSs.

The computerisation of
ARDBs will help farmers get
medium and long-term loans,
the minister said, adding the
long-term finance was neces-
sary to modernise the agricul-
ture sector.

Shah said the plan is to link

these ARDBs to PACSs to facil-
itate long-term loans to farmers
smoothly.

Under the first initia-
tive, as many as 1,851 units of
ARDBs in 13 states/UTs will
be computerised and linked
to National Bank for Agricul-
ture and Rural Development
(Nabard) through a common
national software.

Shah pointed out that
ARDBs are present only in 13
states/UTs and said there is a
need to expand it to other states
as well.

The initiative will increase
the operational efficiency,
accountability and trans-
parency in ARDBs by stan-
dardising business procedures
through a Common Account-
ing System (CAS) and Man-
agement Information System
(MIS).

Furthermore, the initiative
aims at reducing transaction
costs, facilitating loan distribu-
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tion to farmers, and enabling
real-time data access for better
monitoring and assessment of
schemes.

The move will benefit small
and marginal farmers con-
nected with ARDBs for credit
and related services through
Primary Agriculture Credit
Societies (PACSs).

Under the second major
initiative, the aim is to comput-
erise offices of RCSs in states
and Union Territories.

It will motivate RCS offices
for paperless functioning and
to implement an IT-oriented
workflow in accordance with
the cooperative acts and reg-
ulations of states and Union
Territories.

The computerisation will
also lead to better efficiency,
accountability and transpar-
ency in RCS offices, setting up
analytics and MIS and ensur-
ing linkage with the national
database. Pl
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BOOSTING COOPERATIVES

@ BOOSTING COOPERATIVES

Amit Shah, Union cooperation minister

B el ¥ This (launch of computerisation projects for
@ 3 agriculture and rural development banks and
{ - registrar of cooperative societies) will help in
improving transparency and accountability in the
cooperative sector
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Digital drive among agri banks, primary co-ops kicked off

Digital drive among agri banks,
primary co-ops kicked off

Our Bureau
New Delhi

The Centre has launched
computerisation pro-
grammes for agriculture
and rural development
banks (ARDBs) and offices
of the Registrar of Cooper-
ative Societies (RCS) at an
estimated cost of 225
crore.

Speaking at the launch
event, Cooperation Minis-
ter Amit Shah said that di-
gitisation efforts will help
improve efficiency, trans-
parency and accountability
in the working of ARDBs
and offices of RCS.

The minister said that the
computerisation  projects
will modernise and enhance
the efficiency of the cooper-
ative sector by standard-
ising business procedures
through a Common Ac-
counting System and Man-

agement Information Sys-
tem and bringing the
ecosystem on a digital plat-
form. Shah said the plan is
to link these ARDBs to
PACSs to facilitate long-
term loans to farmers
smoothly. The computer-
isation of 63,000 PACS has
been going on under the su-
pervision of the National
Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development
(Nabard). Out X225 crore,
as much as 95 crore has
been earmarked for the
computerisation of RCS of-
fices and remaining for
ARDBs.

He added after computer-
isation, ARDBs will be able
tohelp farmers get both me-
dium and long-term loans.

Under the first phase,
1,851 branches of ARDBs
will be computerised and
linked to Nabard through
common software. He sug-
gested expansion of ARDBs
to other states as well.
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The mantra of prosperity through cooperation changed the lives of 60 crore
marginalized people: Shah
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Digital cooperation to villages: Shah
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Rural development banks will be digital: Shah
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Amit Shah launches computerization scheme for offices of RCSs

Amit Shah launches

computerization scheme
for offices of RCSs
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Mew Delni; The Union Home  long-standing demand of the
Minister and Minister of people associated with oo
Cooperation 5hri Amit Shah  operatives by establishing an
launched the computeriza-  independent ministry of coop-
tion scheme for the offices of  eration, He said that 10 years
the Registrar of Cooperative  of Modi government are about
Societies (RCSs)and Agriculture o be completed and in these
and  Rural  Development 10 years, Modi ji has done two
Banks (ARDBs) of the states important things fof the wil-
in New Delhi ., On this  lages, poor and farmers of the
occazion, Union Minister of  country, Shr Shah said that
State for Cooperation Shri BL  under the leadership of Modi
Verma, Secretary, Ministry of i, the Covernment of India has
Cooperation and many dignitar-  raised the standard of living
ies were present, of crores of poor people of the

In his address, Shri Amit  country, due towhich about 23
Shah said that under the lead-  crore people have come above
ership of Prime Minister Shri  the poverty line, He said that
Marendra Modi, today we are  Prime Minister Shri Marendra
taking another step forward  Modi has created a robust sys-
in the direction of realiz- tem to connect crores of people
ing the vision of "Sahkaar Se | with self-emplovment through
Samriddhi, He said that Prime  cooperatives, He said that
Minister Modi has fulfilled the through | Moereen 9
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Modi Govt laid foundation of strong rural development in last 10 yrs: Amit Shah

Modi Govt laid foundation
of strong rural development
inlast10 yrs: Amit Shah
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New Delhi, Jan 30: As
Prime Minister Narendra
Modiled central govern-
ment is to complete its 10
yvearsin May, Union Home
Minister and Minister
of Cooperation AmitShah
on Tuesday said it laid
thefoundation ofa “strong
rural development™.
Shah's statement came
after he launched the
computerization project
of Agriculture and Rural
Development Banks(AR-
DBz} and the Registrar of
Cooperative Societies
(RC3s) of all States and
Union Territories here in
the national capital.
Speaking at the event, the
Minister zaid that the Modi
government of Bharativa
Janata Party (BJP) is to
complete its 10 years in
May.

“Inthelast 10 vears, Modi
government hasdone two
major works—one tobring
23 crore people of the coun-
try out of poverty and pro-

viding facilities like elec-
tricity as well as a free
ration toé0crore poor, and
thesecond 15 the establish-
ment of Ministry of Coop-
erative to bring self-em-
ployment,” said Shah.
“BJP’s Modi government
has laid the foundation of
a strong rural develop-
ment,” he added.
Shahszaid the computeriza-
tion of ARDE and RCS of.
fices of all States and UTs
is one of the several im-
portant steps taken by the

il .l||_rf .
]

Ministry of Cooperation
towards realizing Prime
Minister Modi's vision of
“Bahkar Se Samriddhi™.
The project, under the ae-
gis of the Ministry of Co-
operation, Shah said, shows
thecommitmentoftheModi
government to modernize
the cooperative sectorand
enhance efficiency by
bringing the entire coop-
erative ecosystem on a
digital platform.

The Computerization Proj-
ect of ARDEs aims at

B Contdon | Page04
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