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Rural poor can have access to drugs at cheaper rates: Shah
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cheaper rates: Shah

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Primary Agri-
cultural Credit Societies
(PACS) can expand their
business activities to open
‘Jan Aushadi Kendras’
across the country under
model bye-laws and the
move will ensure rural
poor and farmers too avail
thebenefit of generic medi-
cines at affordable rates
like their urban counter-
parts, said Union home and
cooperation minister Amit
Shah on Monday while
pitching for expanding
roles of cooperatives.

“The confluence of
cooperation and ‘Jan Aush-
adi Kendras’ is a con-
fluence of prosperity and
good health,” said Shah,
noting that the affordable
and quality medicines
available in such Kendras
largely in the cities will
now be accessed by every
village through PACS.

Addressing a conclave
on ‘PACS as Pradhan Mantri
Bharativa Jan Aushadhi
Kendra (PMBJKs)', he un-
derlined that the Modi gov-
ernment’s steps to stream-
line Jan Aushadi Kendras
has already helped the poor
save an estimated around Rs
26,000 crore on medicines in
thelast nine years.

The PMBJKs provide
quality generic medicines

Amit Shah during the ‘National
PACS Mega Conclave’ on Monday

to the general public,
which cost 50-90% less than
the branded medicines
available in the open mar-
ket. More than 2,000 types
of generic medicines and
around 300 surgical items
aremadeavailable through
these Kendras to common
citizens at affordable pric-
es. Since most such Ken-
dras are currently located
inurbanareas, the move by
PACs could help expand
their reach inrural areas.

Shahsaid4,470 PACSap-
plications have been re-
ceived from 34 states and
UTs, out of which 2,373
have been fully approved in
thelast six months.

Henoted that a target of
creating 2 lakh new PACS
in the next five years will
ensure one such credit so-
ciety in every panchayat of
every village in the coun-
try, providing multiple ser-
vices to people.
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Jan Aushadi stores to help save health care costs: Shah

Jan Aushadi stores to help
save health care costs: Shah

Zia Haq
zia.haq@htlive.com

NEW DELHI : The Centre will facili-
tate the setting up of one coopera-
tive society in every village, which
can now enter the retail pharma
business and bridge health care
gaps in rural India by dispensing
inexpensive generic medicines,
Union home and cooperation min-
ister Amit Shah said on Monday.

India will have nearly 200,000
primary agricultural cooperative
societies or PACS in the next five
years, up from about 63,000
now, which will act as business
centres and boost the rural econ-
omy, Shah said, launching a
national conclave of cooperative
societies with representatives
from five states.

Shah said 241 PACS have so far
opened Jan Aushadi Kendras, or
state-backed generic drug stores,
across the country that will
“ensure rural poor and farmers
avail the benefits of generic medi-
cines at affordable rates”.

Opening Jan Aushadi Kendras
through PACS would “strengthen
PACS as cooperative organisations,
besides expanding the reach of
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Amit Shah

quality and affordable medicines”,
said Union health and fertilisers
minister Mansukh Mandaviya,
who also addressed the event.

The Modi government had
passed the Multi-State Cooperative
Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2022
in August last year to modernize
the country’s nearly 100-year-old
cooperative sector.

A cooperative is a business
jointly owned by members of the
entity who share profits and
losses. India’s largest dairy
brand Amul for instance runs on
a cooperative model. There are
over 800,000 cooperatives in the
country, out of which 63.000
operate as PACS.

“So far, the government’s Jan
Aushadi Kendras were largely in
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cities benefiting the urban poor.
Now this benefit is being extended
to the poor,” Shah said.

Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Jan
Aushadi Kendras provide generic
medicines which cost 50-90% less
than their branded versions.

“Inlast six months, 4,470 appli-
cations from PACS were received.
Out of these, in-principle approval
has been given to 2,373 PACS.
Around 241 of them have started
operating Jan Aushadi Kendras,”
he said. Shah said despite India
being a top global supplier of med-
icines, about 600 million poor peo-
ple can’t afford medicines. “How-
ever, the Modi government
streamlined Jan Aushadi Kendras
toensure the poor get medicines at
a lower price.”

“In the past 9 years, the poor
have been able to save approxi-
mately 326,000 crore through the
Jan Aushadhi Kendras,” Shah
said. “Our PACS now runs a com-
mon service centre, which offers
facilities such asrail ticket reserva-
tions. We are also running a Jan
Aushadhi store from this month,”
said Vimal Pradhan, a PACS presi-
dent from Himachal Pradesh, who
attended the event.
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AFFORDABILITY OF GENERIC DRUGS

AFFORDABILITY OF GENERIC DRUGS

Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya and MoS Home Ajay
Mishra ata conclave on ‘Primary Agricultural Credit Societies as PM Jan Aushadhi Kendra’, in
New Delhi, Monday. They distributed Jan Aushadhi store codes to PACS from 5 states/ UTs.
Shah said about 241 PACS have opened such Kendras, which will ensure rural poor and
farmers avail benefits of generic medicines at affordable rates. ANI
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New Delhi, Jan. 8:
Cooperation minister
Amit Shah on Monday
said around 241 primary
agricultural credit soci-
eties (PACS) have opened
jan aushadi Kkendras
across the country that
will ensure rural poor and
farmers too avail the bene-
fit of generic medicines at
affordable rates.

So far, the government’s
jan aushadi kendras were
largely opened in cities
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benefiting the urban poor.
Now this benefit is being
extended to the rural poor,
he said addressing an
event here.

Shah, who also gave
away the jan aushadi
kendra ‘store code’ certifi-
cates to five eligible PACS,
said the PACS could expa-
nd their business activi-
ties to open jan aushadi
kendras due to changes
made in their byelaws.

Pradhan mantri bhara-

tiya jan aushadi kendras
(PMBJKs) provide quality
generic medicines to the
general public, which cost
50-90 per cent less than the
branded medicines avail-
able in the open market.
More than 2,000 types of
generic medicines and
around 300 surgical items
are made available thro-
ugh these kendras to citi-
zens at affordable prices.
“In the last six months,
4,470 applications from
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PACS were received. Out
of these, in-principle appr-
oval has been given to
2,373 PACS. Around 241 of
them have started operat-
ing the kendras,” he said.

With these outlets being
opened in rural areas, peo-
ple there can now buy
generic medicines at affor-
dable rates.

Shah said about 40 field
officers have been deputed
to help PACS in running
these kendras. — PTI
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More than 2,300 applications for opening Jan Aushadhi Kendras okayed: Mandaviya
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More than 2,300 applications for opening
Jan Aushadhi Kendras okayed: Mandaviya

—
Our Bureau
Mumbai

The Department of Pharma-
ceuticals has approved more
than 2,300 applications
from Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS) to
open Jan Aushadhi Kendras
in the country, said Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya, on the efforts to
expand access to these
centres that sell generic
drugs at cheaper rates.

“In the first phase, 2,000
Jan Aushadhi Kendras are
planned to be opened
through PACS,” said the
Minister, adding that of the
applications approved, 500
are already functional.
Opening these Kendras
through PACS “will
strengthen PACS as a co-
operative organisation, be-
sides expanding the reach of
quality and affordable medi-
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HEALTH FOR ALL. Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
addresses the ‘PACS as Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Jan Aushadhi
Kendra’ conclave, in New Delhi, on Monday srikanT singH

cines in the country”, said
Mandaviya, who is also
Union Minister for Chemic-
alsand Fertilisers.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Pointing out that the
kendras offer affordable
medicine and employment
opportunities, he  said:
“More than 10,500 Jan Aus-

hadhi Kendras are operating
in the country, which
provide overl,965 high-
quality medicines and 293
surgical and other products
at 50 to 90 per cent of the
cost of branded medicines
available in the market.” He
was addressing a conclave
on ‘PACS as Pradhan Mantri
Bharatiya Jan Aushadhi
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Kendra.” Union Minister for
Home Affairs and Coopera-
tion, Amit Shah, said: “In
the last nine years, approx-
imately 26,000 crore of
poor people’s money have
been saved through the Jan
Aushadhi Kendras.” Generic
medicines are being made
available at 50-90 per cent of
market prices at these
Kendras, he added. “Medi-
cines for dialysis that cost
%65 are available for %5 in
Jan Aushadhi Kendras,” he
said.

Following the new model
by-laws adopted by the Min-
istry of Cooperation, the
scope of PACS had been
widened beyond the original
function of dealing with ag-
ricultural credits at the
grassroot level. “PACS are
now empowered to access
many other avenues like
opening of Jan Aushadhi
Kendras,” according to the
official note.
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Amit Shah distributed store codes, cheap medicines are available in villages even from
Jan Orshadhi Kendra: Shah
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Two lakh new Jan Aushadhi centers will open
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Village people will also get cheap medicines through packs: Amit Shah
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Home Minister Amit Shah, Dr Mansukh Mandaviya Address National Mega Conclave on

PACS as PMBJAK

Home Minister Amit Shah, Dr Mansukh Mandaviya

n  HT Maws Matwark

Mew Delhi Shri Amit
Shah, Union Minister for
Home Affairsand Coopera-
tionand Dr MansukhMan-
daviya, Union Minister of
Chemicals and Fertilizers
& Health and Family Wel-
fare addressed the Nation-
al MegaCondave on"PACS
as Pradhan Mantri Bharati-
¥a Jan Aushadhi Kendra®,
here today, Shri B LVerma,
Minis ter of State, Ministry
of Cooperation Was also
present The conclave was
organiszd with the motto
*Sahakar-se- Samriddhi"
to highlight the major ini-
tiatives taken by the Min-
istry of Cooperation and
progresachieved so far, As
per thenewmodel byelaws
adopted by the Ministry of
Cooperation, the scope of
Primary Agricultural Cred-
itSoceties [ PACS) hasbeen
widened beyond their
orginal function of dealing
with agricultural creditsin
the grassroot level, PACS
are now empowered to
access many other aveniies
like opening of Jan Ausha-
dhi Kendras ShriAmitShah
highlighted that “the ben-
efitsaf the decision to allow
PACS h:u:-penﬂanﬂu shadhi
Kendras will not only be
accessed bythecooperative
sodetiesbutwill flow down

to the lowest strata of the
comminity”, He pointed
out that in the last 9 years,
approtimately Bs, 26,000
crores of poor people’s
money have been saved
through the Jan Aushadhi
Kendras, Ceneric medi-
cines are available at
50-00% of marketprices at
these Kendras, ensuring
affordable healtheare,
ShriAmitShahal soshed
light on other important
initiativesof the Uinion Gov-
ernment like the Ayush-
man Bharat initiative, Mis-
sion Indradhanush, Jal
Jeevan Mission, Digital
Health,MalariaElimination
Mission, TB Mukt Bharat
Initiative etc, He said that
theszinitiatives have trans-
formed the healthcare
landscape of the country,
He highlighted thatbesides
improving healthcare
infrastructure inthe coun-
trythrough PM-ABHIM and

providingfree healthinsur-
ance for the poor through
AB-PMJAY, the government
has also substantially
reduced the over-the-coun-
ter costof buying medicines
by the expanding the net-
wiorkof Jan Aushadhi Ken-
dras and ensuringthe avail-
ability of diverse
high-quality medicines in
these centres, *Medicines
fordialysis that costsRs, 65
are available for only Bs, 5
in Jan Aushadhi Kendras",
he stated, Addressing the
gathering, Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya informed that
“in the first phase, 2,000
Jan Aushadhi Kendras are
planned to be opened
through PACS", He alsao
informed that the Dept, of
Pharmaceuticals have
already approved more
than 2,300 applications
from PACS for opening Jan
Aiishadhi Kendras,

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Downloaded from

SAMV:-D



Publication Srinagar Observer Language English
Edition Srinagar Journalist

Date 09/01/2024 Page no 1
CCM N/A

Govt

transformed healthcare landscape of country: Amit Shah

Govt transformed
healthcare landscape of
country: Amit Shah

Addresses conclave on “PACS as Pradhan
Mantri Bharatiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra”™

50 NEWS DESE

New Delhi Jan 08: Union
Mimater for Home Affaira and
Cooperation Amif Shah and Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya, Umion

Mmuaster of Chemacals and Fer-

tilizers & Health and Famaly
Welfare addressed the Hafional
Mega Ceonelave on “PACS as
Pradhan Mantrn Bharatiya
Jan Aushadm Eendra” hers
on Monday. B L Verma, Mirs-
ter of State, Muousiry of Coop-
eration was also presant.

The conclave was organ-
1sed with the metto “Sahaloar
- ge — Samniddhi” to highhght
the major inatiatives taken by
the Mimstry of Cooperation
and progress achisved so far.
Ag per the new model brelaws

like opening of Jan Aushadhi
Eendraa.

Amit Shah highlizhted that
“the benefits of the decizion to
allowr PACS to open Jan Aus-
hadhi Eendras will not cnby be

accessed by the cooperative so- -

ciatiss bt will flow down to the
lowest atrata of the
Contimed on page 2

Shah’s visit to J&R
deferred due to
inclement weather

AGEMCIES

New Delhi Jan 08: Undon
Home Mimister Amiat Shah's

Yatra', a Cenfral povernment
programme, m Jammu and
inaugurate projects worth Ra
1,370 erore, meludmg E-buses

adopted by the Mimishy of | wvisit to Jammu and Eashmir  and lay the foundation stone of
Cooperatiors, the scope of Pri- | on Tuesday has beent deferred  projects worth Re 2,348 erore.
mary Agricultural Credit Soct- | in view of the prevailmg m- The home minister was also
etieg (PACS) has beeny widenied clement weather conditons — scheduled to undertake a re-
beyond their origmal fonetion and forecast, officials eaid e view of the security and dewvel-
of dealmg with agreulfural Monday. opmedt of Jammu and Eashmr
credits m the grassroot level Shah was scheduled o vizit  and planmed to travel to Dera K1
PACS are now empowered fo the Umion Territory to attennd  Gali m Poonch sector and meet
access many Ofher avenues the “Vikmt Bharat Sankalpa Confinmed on page 2
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