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Amit Shah launches portal developed by NAFED, NCCF

Amit Shah launches portal
developed by NAFED, NCCF

Union Home Minister and Minister of
Cooperation, Amit Shah, launched the portal
developed by National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federation of India
Ltd. (NAFED) and National Cooperative
Consumers' Federation of India Limited
(NCCF) for registration, procurement and
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pavment of tur dal producing farmers in New
Delhi. Shah addressed the national symposium
organised on 'Self-reliance in Pulses'. Union
Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,
Arjun Munda; MoS for Consumer Affairs,
Ashwini Choubey; MoS for Cooperation, B. L.
Verma, and other dignitaries were present on
the occasion. Shah said that the initiative will
facilitate the farmers in selling fur dal by
registering in advance through NAFED and
NCCF and they will be able to get payment at
MSP or more than MSP at market price
through DBT.
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MOC's conclave highlights the empowerment of PACS

MOC’s conclave highlights the

In a conclave organised themed
after “Sahakar-se-Samriddhi,” the
Ministry of Cooperation show-
cased its initiatives and progress.
The newly adopted model bylaws

empower Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS) to extend
their scope beyond agricultural
credits, including the opening of
Jan Aushadhi Kendras.
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Focus on best practices as global
meet on pulses returns to India

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

About 800 representatives
of governments, as well as
commercial and non-profit
organisations involved in
the production and pro-
cessing of pulses, will at-
tend the Global Pulse Con-
vention to be held here in
February. Jointly organised
by the National Agricultu-
ral Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India Ltd.
(NAFED) and the Global
Pulse Confederation
(GPC), the conference will
see experts in the field
sharing their views and ex-
periences with various sta-
keholders and
policymakers.

Union Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit Kumar
Singh said that pulses pro-
duction has increased in
India and the government
is keen to learn and share
practices globally. “It’s a
tricky task to keep the ba-
lance between the interest
of the domestic farmers
and the consumers. Des-
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For better connect: Pulses put on display for sale at a wholesale

grocery market in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

pite the weather differenc-
es, we managed to keep
the prices reasonably low,”
Mr. Singh said, addressing
a press conference on the
event to be held between
February 14 and 17. He ad-
ded that India’s lentil pro-
duction this year will be
the highest globally.

The 2023 convention
was held in Sydney. Organ-
isers said that more than
40 countries will partici-
pate in the conference this
year.

GPC president Vijay

Iyengar said that the con-
vention would amplify the
message of pulses as smart
crops.

“Pulses are vital in the
development of sustaina-
ble food systems and key
players when it comes to
food security and nutrition
in India. The time and
place of GPC’s New Delhi
convention this year
couldn’t be more apt as we
look at bringing the global
pulses industry together to
connect and collaborate,”
Mr. Iyengar said, adding
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that India has done tre-
mendously well to en-
hance its domestic produc-
tion.

‘Superfood’

Talking to The Hindu, Mr.
Iyengar said that India was
the biggest producer and
consumer of pulses world-
wide, adding that the GPC
was bringing the global in-
dustry to India.

“This conference is be-
ing held in India after 18
years. We are hoping to
dispense some knowledge
to the Indian industry and
at the same time learn the
best practices here,” he
said, adding that pulses
contribute to the reduction
of greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

“We feel that pulses
help in diversifying the
production, as they can be
grown in arid conditions
with less water. It is a su-
perfood in a way, as it is nu-
tritious and healthy. It
gives nitrogen for soil. It’s
ideally suited for Indian
consumption,” he said.
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India may emerge top producer of lentil globally

India may emerge top producer of lentil globally

Our Bureau
New Delhi

India is set to be the world’s
largest producer of lentil
(masur) this year on the back
of an expected surge in pro-
duction estimated at about
1.6 million tonnes (mt), Con-
sumer Affairs Secretary Ro-
hit Kumar Singh said on Fri-
day. Lentil production in
Canada, the top player in the
global market, is projected at
around 1.5 mt and in Aus-
traliaat 1.4 mt, he said.

Sources in the Agriculture
Ministry said the lentil out-
put in 2023-24 may rise to a
record. The previous high
was in 2017-18, when India
had produced 1.62 mt.

“Our lentil production this
year, we believe, would be the

highest in the world,” Singh
said, addressing a Road Show
to promote Pulses24 Con-
vention, to be hosted by In-
dia. The convention will be
jointly organised by Global
Pulse Confederation (GPC)
and Nafed in Delhi from Feb-
ruary 14to 17.

The market price of lentils
is currently around %6,100-
6,125, which is below the
MSP whereas it was around
X7,500-8,000 a few months
ago.

In the ongoing season, len-
til acreage was 19.45 lakh
hectares (lh) as of January
12, which is 6 per cent more
than 18.39 lh in the corres-
ponding period last year.

Lentil  production in
Canada was initially projec-
ted at around 1.67 mt, but it
has been scaled down by

about 30 per cent, trade
sources said.

Singh further said India is
pitching for making the
country self-sufficient in
pulses by December 2027,
but it can’t be ignored that
the country needs imports
fora while.

GHG EMISSIONS
“In chana, which has more
than half of the share in total
pulses grown in the country,
our production is more than
consumption. But in the case
of urad and tur, we produce
less but consume more, and
we also need to keep an eye
on the global production
trends to fill the gaps,” Singh
said.

Addressing the event, Vi-
jay Iyengar, President of
Global Pulse Confederation

(GPC), said since India is the
biggest producer and con-
sumer of pulses, bringing the
global stakeholders to India
will make a connecting link.
Itis being done after 18 years
since GPC started organising
this annual event, he said.
Iyengar, also Chairman
and Managing Director of
Singapore-based  Agrocorp

International, said pulses
contribute a lot to the reduc-
tion of greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions as well as
providing nitrogen to the
soil. He said GPC has already
called for doubling pulses
consumption by 2028 from
the 2023 level. Currently, the
global output is about 60 mt.
“We are on the path to self-
sufficiency, and as the Home
Minister has said, if a farmer
grows pulses, he will have a
full fertilizer factory in his
field due to the inherent be-
nefits of the crop, and we
firmly believe in the same,”
Nafed Managing Director
Ritesh Chauhan said. Nafed’s
additional MD SK Singh said
for the first time in India this
event is being organised after
the cooperative took the ini-
tiative to partner with GPC.
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The compulsion to import pulses will end
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