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Promote e-hiz for
cooperatives: Min
to nat’l dairy body

Ahmedabad: Union homeand
cooperation minister Amit
Shah on Saturday urged the
National Coope-
rative Dairy Fe-
4 deration of In-
dia (NCDFI) to
promote e-busi-
ness for coope-
ratives. Delive-
ring the keynote address at
NCDFTI e-market awards cere-
mony in Gandhinagar, Guja-
rat, Shah said NCDFImembers
must move towards e-business.

“Every G20 delegate, who
cametoIndia, wasinaweof the
extent of digital transactions
taking place in India. India is
among the fastest-growing di-
gital economies in the world. I
urge the NCDFI members to
move 100% towards e-busi-
ness,” he said.

“Cooperation among coo-
peratives is crucial for the pro-
gress of the cooperative sector.
We have begun with a small pi-
lot project by giving Kisan Cre-
dit Cardstoeach farmerinaco-
uple of districts in Gujarat. If
this is implemented across In-
dia, it will bring about a huge
change to further accelerate di-
gitaleconomy;” hesaid. Tnn
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Shah pushes for 100% e-biz
transition for cooperatlves

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Union home and
cooperation minister Amit Shah on
Saturday urged the National Coop-
erative Dairy Federation of India
(NCDFT) to promote e-business for
cooperatives. Delivering the key-
note address at NCDFI e-market
awards ceremony in Gandhinagar,
Shah said NCDFI members must
move towards e-business.

“Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di brought about the digital revolu-
tion in India. Every G20 delegate,
whocametoIndia, wasinaweof the
extent of digital transactions tak-
ing place in India. India is among
the fastest-growing digital econo-
mies in the world. I urge the NCDFI
members to move 100% towards e-
business,” hesaid.

The minister also emphasised
onforgingcooperationamongvar-
ious cooperative institutions.

“Cooperation among coopera-
tives is important for progress of
cooperative sector. We have begun
with a small pilot project by giving
Kisan Credit Cards to each farmer
inacoupleof districts in Gujarat it-
self. Each farmer’s account is being
transferred to a cooperative bank.
Milk payments are being trans-
ferred into their bank accounts. If
this model is implemented across
the country, it will bring about a
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Umon home minister Amlt Shah attends Smriti Mahotsav at the Swaminarayan
Gurukul Vishwavidya Pratishthanam in Ahmedabad on Saturday

huge change to further accelerate
India’s digital economy;,” Shah said.

The Union home minister also
emphasised on promotion of natu-
ral farming and adopting a multi-
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dimensional approach to achieve
this. He encouraged cooperatives
to set up cow dung collection cen-
tres, from where the same can be
sent to biogas and manure plants.
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Must push e-biz for cooperatives: Shah

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Union home
and cooperation minister
Amit Shah on Saturday
urged the National Coopera-
tive Dairy Federation of India
(NCDFI) to promote e-busi-
ness for cooperatives. Deliver-
ing the keynote address at
NCDFI e-market awards cere-
mony in Gandhinagar, Shah
said NCDFI members must
move towards e-business.
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“Prime
Minister Na-
rendra Modi
brought about
the digital rev-
olution in In-
dia. Every G20
delegate, who came to India,
was inaweof theextentof dig-
ital transactions taking place
in India. India is among the
fastest-growing digital econo-
mies in the world. I urge the
NCDFI members to move

100% towards e-business,” he
said. The minister also em-
phasised on forging coopera-
tion among various coopera-
tive institutions.
“Cooperation among
cooperatives is important for
the progress of the coopera-
tive sector. We have begun
with a small pilot project by
giving Kisan Credit Cards to
each farmer in a couple of
districts in Gujarat itself.
Each farmer’s account is be-
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ing transferred to a coopera-
tive bank. Milk payments are
being transferred into their
bank accounts. If this model
is implemented across the
country, it will bring about a
huge change to further accel-
erate India’s digital econo-
my,” Shah further said.

The home minister also
emphasised on promotion of
natural farming and adopt-
ing a multidimensional ap-
proach toachieve this.
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Amit Shah urgesdairy
cooperatives tomake 100 percent
transitiontoe-business

Gandhinagar, Dec 30:
Union Home and Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah
on Saturday said dairy co-
operatives in the country
should "move 100 percent
towards e-business”, anda
pilot project undertaken by
the district dairy coopera-
tives in Panchmahal and
BanaskanthainGujaratin
this regard should be rep-
licated elsewhere,

He was speaking here af.
ter virtually laying the
foundation stone of the Na-
tional Cooperative Dairy
Federationof India's{NCD-
FIyheadquartersat Anand
in Gujarat.

"I urge NCDFI members
tomove 100 percent towards
e-business. We have begun
with a small pilot project
by giving KCC cardstoeach
farmerinacoupleof districis
in Gujarat itself. Each
farmer's account is being
transferred toa cooperative
bank. The milk payments
are being transferred into
theirbank accounts. Ifthis
model is implementedacross
the country, it will bring
about a huge change and
further accelerate India's

digital economy,” Shah told
the gathering.

As part of the initiative,
the district dairy coopera-
tives in Panchmahal and
Banaskanthaare providing
Rupay cardstofarmers with
the help of the state coop-
erative bank, setting up
ATMs invillagesand trans-
ferring money in farmers’
ACCOUNtS.

In Banaskantha district
alone, Rs200crore have been
deposited in farmers’ ac-
countssofarand 193 ATMs

set up, and 96 percent of

farmers have got Rupay
cards.

"The cooperative sector
cannot develop unless there
is cooperation between co-
operatives,” Shah said.

"If we decide that the ac-
counts of tehsil cooperative
societies, farmers, business-
men and APMCs(Agricul-
ture Produce Marketing
Committees) should all be
in cooperative banks, and
if Amulidairy product brand
ofthe Gujarat Cooperative
Milk Marketing Federatiomn)
takes loans from the Guja-
rat State Cooperative Bank,
then cooperation betwesen
cooperatives will give the
sector great sirength,” he
added.

Hehasrequestefl the chair-
man of the Gujarat State
Cooperative Bank Ajay
Patel to implement the
maodel in every district of
the state by opening ac-
counts of every farmer and

dairy cooperative society
in the respective district
cooperativebank, Shahsaid.

"That way, they will not
be required to take money
outof their pockets but will
use a Rupay card,” he said.

Farmers do not want to
evade tax, but end up fa-
cilitating the same by mak-
ing payments in cash, the
Unionministersaid,adding
that cash transactions en-
courageinformal economy.

Shah also said that when
cooperativesstay awavirom
the milk business, the sec-
tor does not grow beyond
milk producers, middlemen
and consumers.

When the cooperative sec-
worenters themilk business,
it provides multidimen-
sional benefits to the local
community, agriculture,
village milk producersand
ultimately the country,
somethingwhich Indiahas
seen for the last 50 years,
Shah said.

"When the cooperative
sectoris involved inthe milk
business, the first benefi-
ciary is the milk producer
who issaved from exploita-
tion," he added. PTI
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