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Govt launches 'Bharat Atta' at subsidised rate of Rs 27.50/kg

Govt launches ‘Bharat Atta’ at
subsidised rate of Rs 27.50/kg

Will be sold through cooperatives NAFED, NCCF and
Kendriva Bhandar via 8oo mobile vans & 2K outlels

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Ahead of Diwali
festival, the Centre on Monday
formally launched the sale of
wheat flour at a subsidised rate
of Rs 27.50 per kg under the
brand name ‘Bharat Atta’ across
the country to provide relief to
consumers from high prices.

‘Bharat Atta’ will be sold
through cooperatives NAFED,
NCCF and Kendriya Bhandar
via 800 mobile vans and 2,000-
odd outlets spread across the
country.

The subsidised rate is lower
than the prevailing market rate
of Rs 36-70 per kg, depending
on the quality and location.

In February, the govern-
ment had carried out a pilot
sale of 18,000 tonnes of ‘Bharat
Atta’ at Rs 29.50 per kilo-
gramme through these coop-
eratives in few outlets as part
of the Price Stabilisation Fund
scheme.

Flagging off 100 mobile
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Piyush Goyal hands over a packet
to a heneficiary at the launch of
‘Sale of Bharat Atta’ in New Delhi
on Monday PTI

vans of ‘Bharat Atta’ at the Kar-
tavya Path here, Union Food
and Consumer Affairs Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal said: “Now
that we have tested and been
successful, we decided to do
a formal launch so that every-
where in the country can get
atta at Rs 27.50 per kg”

The sale of wheat flour dur-
ing the test run was less as it
was retailed only through a few
outlets. However, there will be
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a better pick up this time as the
product will be sold via 800
mobile vans and 2,000 outlets
of these three agencies across
the country, he said.

Goyal said about 2.5 lakh
tonnes of wheat will be allo-
cated from the Food Corpora-
tion of India (FCI) at Rs 21.50
per kg to Nafed, NCCF and
Kendriya Bhandar. They will
convert it into wheat flour and
sell it at Rs 27.50 per kg under
the brand ‘Bharat Atta.

The minister further said
that the government’s inter-
vention of selling few essen-
tial commodities -- chana dal,
tomato and onion -- at a sub-
sidised rate is yielding good
results in controlling the price
rise.

Consumer Affairs Secre-
tary Rohit Kumar said out of
total 2.5 lakh tonnes of wheat,
about one lakh tonnes each will
be offered to Nafed and NCCE,
while 50,000 tonnes to Kend-
riya Bhandar.
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Relief: Central government started selling cheaper India flour at the rate of Rs 27.50
per kg
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Shah will address seminar on organic products
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Amit Shah will address Nat'l Symposium on POP today

Amit Shah will address Nat'l
Symposium on POP today

BE NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi.Nov 6: Union Home

Minister and Minister of Coop-
eration, Amit Shah will address
Mational Symposium on Promotion
of Organic Produce, organised by
Mational Cooperative Organics
Limited (MCOL), at ICAR Conven-
tion Centre, Pusa, New Delhi on
Wednesday, 08th November, 2021,
Amit Shah will also launch the
logo, websiteand brochureof NCOL
and distribute the membership
certificates to NCOL members.
During the one-day symposium,
ohjectives of NCOL, importance
of organic produce along with role
of cooperative societies in the
uplifiment of small and margin-
al farmers will be discussed.

In linewith the Prime Minister
Marendra Modi ji's vision of “Sa-
hakar e Samriddhi”, NCOLhas
been established as a national-
level multi-state cooperative so-
ciety tomake India global leader
in organic products. Under the
leadershipof Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and able guidance
of Minister of Cooperation, Amit
Shah, Ministry of Cooperation
has taken 5 initiatives in the last
27 months to strengthen coop-
erative movement in the country.
Establishment of a national-level
Cooperative to promote organic
products is & significant step to-
wards boosting rural economy,
promotingMake in India” along
with paving way for “Aatmanirb-
harBharat™ and*Local to Global ™.

MCOL aims at increasing the
return on produce while giving
organic farmer and producer or-
ganisations direct access to the

market. By having access to na-
tional and international market
under a strongbrand, the members
will get better return for their
organic produce. NCOL will act
as an umbrella organisation by
managing the entire supply chain
of organic products produced by
various cooperative societiesand
related institutions across the
country inesllaboration with the
concerned Ministries of the Gov-
ernment of India, following the
"Whale of Government Approach’.
Itwillundertake and promote the
aggregation, branding and mar-

F

keting of organic products pro-
duced by cooperatives. Any Co-
operative Society or an association
of persons (as may be permitted
by the Central Registrar) can be-
come 3 member of NCOL. As on
date, around 2,000 cooperative
societies have already become
member of NCOL or applied for
its membership.

The ohjective of NCOL will be
achieved through the facilitation
of various activities, including
creation of 8 knowledge reposi-
tory and conducting research &
development. NCOL will also

provide support to the cooperative
sector and associated companies
involved in the production of or-
ganic produocts. This will include
financing, capacity building,
technical puidance, establishment
and maintenance of market intel-
ligence systems, among others.

The Symposium will also have
technical sessions on topics like
Organic Production - need of the
hour, certification process and
criteria fororganic products, im-
portanceof organic certification
laboratories ete. More than 1000
participants are going to attend
the Symposium, including mem-
bers of NCOL, officials from Gov-
ernment of ]ndia.-’StI!.tes.-'U'Ts,
MSCS/Fls/Cooperative Unions.
District Cooperative Unions/Or-
ganic Certification Bodies and
testing laboratories, experts from
organic sector and other stake-
holders from across the country.
Large number of participantswill
also join the event through vir-
tual medium.

NOOL was registered under the
Multi-State Cooperative Societies
Act, 2002 on 25 January, 2023,
Three major cooperative societies
of twhe country- Mational Coop-
erative Consumers’ Federation
of India Lud (NCCF), Gujarat Co-
operative Milk Marketing Fed-
eration Led (GCMMF) and Na-
tional Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India
Lid (NAFED) and two major
statutory bodies of Government
ofIndia National Dairy Develop-
ment Board (NDDB) and Mation-
al Cooperative Development Cor-
poration (NCDC) have jointly
promaoted NCOL.
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