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New Delhi: Union home and
cooperation minister Amit
Shah on Thursday launched
a national level multi-state
seed cooperative society, and
pitched for working towards
substantially increasing In-
dia’s share in the global seed
export market from its exist-
ing share of less than 1%
through a time-bound target.
He also appealed to stake-
holders to increase share of
cooperatives in the country’s
overall seed production, and
expressed his confidence
that the multi-state seeds
cooperative — Bharatiya
Beej Sahkari Samiti Limited
(BBSSL) — would fulfil these
objectives, benefitting small
farmers, including women,
through profit sharing.
Addressing here a nation-
al symposium on production
of improved and traditional
seed through cooperative sec-
tor, Shah said the entire profit
of theseed cooperative society
would go directly into the
bank accounts of the seed pro-
ducing farmers and this is the
cooperative’s basic mantra.
The BBSSL, set up under
Multi State Cooperative Socie-
ties Act 2022 through a cabinet
decision taken in January,
will act as an apex organisa-
tion for production, procure-
ment, processing, branding,
labelling, packaging, storage,
marketing and distribution of
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Amit Shah felicitates a woman of
a Sahakari Samiti at the ‘National
Symposium on Production of
Improved and Traditional Seeds
through Cooperative Sector' in
New Delhi on Thursday

quality seeds. It will also do
strategic research & develop-
ment, and developasystem for
preservation and promotion
of indigenous natural seeds
through various cooperative
societies across the country.
Shah said, “One of the big-
gest objectives is also to con-
serve traditional seeds.”
Since traditional seeds are
available to every farmer in
lakhsof villages, collectingits
data, enhancing it, analysing
it and preparing a data bank
of itspositiveaspectsisahuge
task which the government
would do, added the minister.
Heunveiled alogo, website
and brochure of BBSSLwhich
has been jointly promoted by
three major cooperative socie-
ties of the country — IFFCO,
KRIBHCO and NAFED —and
two major statutory bodies —
National Dairy Development
Board (NDDB) and National
Cooperative Development
Corporation (NCDC).
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Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah...
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= Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah addressed
the ‘National Symposium on Cooperative Exports’ organised by the Na-

tional Cooperative Exports Limited (NCEL) in New Delhi. Shah also re-
leased the logo, website and brochure of NCEL.
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India set to increase scientifically made seeds for farmers, to boost exports: Shah

India set to increase scientifically made
seeds for farmers, to boost exports: Shah

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR @ New Delhi

INDIA is heralding a change in
crop production with quality
seeds, and to set a global bench-
mark in quality seed produc-
tion, the government has estab-
lished a new cooperative society
with the aim of providing certi-
fied and scientifically prepared
seeds to each farmer in the
country, said Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday.

At a national symposium on
‘Production of Improved and
Traditional Seeds Through Co-
operative Sector’, Shah said
that the Bharatiya Beej Sa-
hakari Samiti Limited (BBSSL)
has been established to boost
domestic production as well as
export of certified seeds.

Outlining the government’s
priorities on seed production
for farmers, the minister said
that the Indian Farmers Ferti-
lizer Cooperative Ltd (IFFCO),
Krishak Bharati Cooperative
Ltd (KRIBHCO), National Agri-
cultural Cooperative Market-
ing Federation of India
(NAFED), National Dairy De-
velopment Board (NDDB) and
National Cooperative Develop-
ment Corporation (NCDC) have
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Home Minister Amit Shah unveils the logo of BBSSL along with its president

Yogender Kumar at a national symposium in New Delhi on Thursday | pmi

jointly promoted BBSSL.
Dwelling upon the seed pro-
duction and its contribution to
the agricultural revolution,
Shah said, “The traditional In-
dian seeds have to conserved
and passed onto the coming
generations, so that the produc-
tion of healthy grains, fruits
and vegetables continues. This
would be done by the BBSSL.”
He said that if the farmers do
not get certified seeds, it would
certainly have impact on the
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country’s production of food
grains.

He said that the government
initiatives through cooperative
have made a new beginning in
the field of cooperative move-
ment, farmer’s welfares and
food production in the country.
“The BBSSL will have a huge
contribution in making India
self reliant in the field of seed
conservation, promotion and
research in the coming days,”
the minister said.
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New co-op to give scientifically produced seeds to farmers: Shah

New co-op to give scientifically
produced seeds to farmers: Shah

Union Cooperation Minister Amit Shah on Thursday stressed

onthe need to provide quality seeds to farmers for increasing

crop production and said a new cooperative society, BBSSL,

has been established to boost domestic production as well as
exports of certified seeds. PTI
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Amit Shah floats seed cooperative, eyes bigger share in global trade

Amit Shah floats seed cooperative,
eyes bigger share in global trade

CHANGE TAKES ROOT. Beej Sahakari Samiti will develop new, high-yielding varieties with health benefits

Our Bureau
New Delhi

Stressing on the need to
provide farmers with quality
seeds, Union Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday said the govern-
ment aims to develop new
varieties using traditional
seeds to ensure they are not
only on par with the world’s
highest yielding varieties, but
also contain health benefits.

Launching the newly es-
tablished Bharatiya Beej
Sahakari Samiti Ltd (BBSSL),
which was approved by the
Cabinet in January, Shah said
the share of India in the
global seed tradeislessthan 1
per cent and that he was con-
fident the seed cooperative
would strengthen the coun-
try’s position.

AID TO SMALL FARMERS

The BBSSL has an authorised
share capital of 500 crore
and has been established with
an initial paid-up share cap-
ital of 250 crore, shared
equally by IFFCO, Kribhco,
Nafed, National Co-operat-
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SOWING OPPORTUNITIES. Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah unveils the logo of Bharatiya Beej
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Sahakari Samiti Ltd with Union Minister of State for Cooperation BL Vermaand Cooperation Secretary

Gyanesh Kumar in New Delhi pti

ive Development Corpora-
tion (NCDC), and National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB). The rest will be held
by primary agricultural credit
societies (PACS) and other
cooperatives once they be-
come members.

Shah unveiled the logo,
website and brochure of
BBSSL and distributed mem-
bership certificates.

The Minister said that
BBSSL has made a small be-
ginning but is set to make a
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major contribution in India’s
seeds production, conserva-
tion, promotion and research
efforts.

He said small farmers, who
are left out of privately con-
trolled seed chain develop-
ment, can benefit by becom-
ing members of local PACS,
which will be roped in by
BBSSL for seed production.
“The entire profit made by
this cooperative will be dis-
tributed among farmers dir-
ectly into their bank ac-

counts,” he announced.

Of the 787 lakh quintal
seeds required annually, only
372 lakh quintal is available
through organised retail,
leaving an untapped poten-
tial for 415 lakh quintal (es-
timated value of 40,000
crore), for which farmers rely
on their own crops and that
of their neighbours.

Highlighting the potential
of the cooperative sector in
the seed business, he said it
should aim to grow its share
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from less than one per cent of
certified seeds production to
33 percent.

BBSSL will work in collab-
oration with ICAR, IARI,
central and State agriculture
universities, and  Krishi
Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) as
there is no competition with
these organisations, the Min-
ister said.

PROMOTING LOCAL R&D
He said seed production in
India is by and large based on
the technology of other coun-
tries and was confident that
Indian agriculture scientists,
if given a good platform, will
develop varieties having the
highest yield in the world.
The BBSSL will also work in
R&D of seeds, headded.

He pointed out that lack of
access to scientifically pro-
duced certified seeds affected
not only farmers but also the
country’s foodgrain
production.

BBSSL will also focus on
production, testing, certifica-
tion, processing, storage, la-
belling, packaging and ex-
ports of seeds
simultaneously, he said.
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The aim is to make India the world's largest seed exporter: Shah
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Central government will promote certified seeds: Shah
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New cooperative society will provide quality seeds: Shah
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Amit Shah comits to make India self reliant in production of improved, traditional seeds

Amit Shah commits
to make India self
reliant in production
of improved,
traditional seeds

New Delhi, Oet 26 : Union
Home Minister and Minis-
terof Cooperation Amit Shah
on Thursday committed to
makinglndia'Atmanirbhar
{self-reliant) in the produc-
tion of improved and tradi-
tional seeds.

Addressing the national
symposivmon " Prodoction
of Improved and Tradition-
al Sesdsthrough Cooperative
Sector”, Shah said there is
ahigh possibility that India
willbe'Atmanirbhar’in the
production of improved and
traditional seeds and that
thecooperative sectorwould
play a major role in achiey-
ing the goal.

Shah said that Bharativa
Beej Sahakari 3amiti Lim-
ited (BBSSL)would makea
hugecontribotion tomaking
[ndiaperfectinthree fiekds-
seed conservation, seed

promotion, and seed re-
search.

*Today, I wanit to tell you
with great confidence that
in the coming days, this
organization (BBSSL)is go-
ingto makeas huge coniribu-
tion inmaking India's three
fleld s of seed conservation,
sead promotion, and seed
research perfect,” the Home
Minister =aid after he for-
mally unveiled the lopgo,
website, and brochure of the
HBSSL and alsodistriboted
membershipcertificates to
the membersof the commit-
tee,

The Minister assured that
Indiawill work simultane-
ously on the production,
processing, branding, label-
ling, and export of seeds
through the cooperative
sector and it would be with
a world-class system.

“The world market iswait-
ingfior us and we are poing
to et proper targets inthis
direction,” he said.

Union Home Ministersaid
that he has a firm belief in
BHSEL that the committes
will help in assistance to
cooperatives across the
couniry in demand-basexd
seed production, develop-
ment of infrastructure for
storage, processing, and
packagingofzeads, logistics
support, quality enhance-
ment and standardization,
requisite certification and
marketingofthe seeds pro-
duced.

Resides, Shah assured the
farmersconnected with the
committess in this sector
will get direct benefit from
the profit earmed and itwill
bedirectly credited to their
bank accounts. ANI
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