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Ready to collaborate on G2G deals, procure from FPOs, rice exporters tell Co-op
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Exporters of non-Basmati rice
have requested the govern-
ment to identify those firms
who have consistently paid
Minimum  Support Price
(MSP) to paddy farmers and
declare them as the “preferred
counterparties”forexportcol-
laborations.

The request has come after
the Centre appointed the
newly-created National Co-
operative Exports Ltd as the
canalising agency for govern-
ment-to-government deals.

In a letter to the Coopera-
tion Ministry, The Rice Ex-
porters Association (TREA)
said it appreciates the govern-
ment’s initiative in promoting
rice exports, which are under
prohibition, through Cooper-

atives for other countries’ re-
quirements. However, as
millers and exporters have
made significant investments
in creating manufacturing fa-
cilities, they too want to be
considered in execution of the
overseasorders.

The association said it is
readytosourcericefromfarm-
ers’ producers organisation in
view of the Centre’s objective
of allowing NCEL to handle
government-to-government
(G2G) deals. “We are eager to

collaborate and actively parti-
cipate inthe execution of these
overseas orders. If acceptable,
we are opento signing back-to-
back contracts with an over-
riding commission to cooper-
atives, similar to the practice
with other state-run organisa-
tions,” TREA said in a letter to
Union Cooperation Secretary
GyaneshKumar.

WORKERS HURT

The exporters’ body has pro-
posed a joint meeting of re-
lated agencies/organisations
such as APEDA and the Co-
operation Ministry with its
members to take the initiative
forward.

“Such a meeting would
provide an opportunity for
open dialogue, collaboration,
and establishment of a clear
path forward that aligns with
the goalsofall stakeholders,”it
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said. Highlighting that the ex-
porters and millers employ
thousands of workers in each
major unit, the current ban on
non-Basmati exports is im-
pactinglakhs of workers.

The government has al-
lowed only parboiled rice in
the non-Basmati category
with 20 per cent export duty;
which recently got extended
untilMarch 31,2024.

The industry body has also
said its members have consist-
entlyexportedanaverage of 10
million tonnes annually over
the past five years, whereas co-
operatives, collectively, have
not achieved even 10,000
tonnesannually.

“For the efficient distribu-
tion of overseas orders, it
seems logical and fair to con-
sider past performance as the
basis,” TREA President BV
Krishna Rao said in the letter.
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Liquid urea will increase crop production by 24%, conventional 70% is wasted
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