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Coop sector not irrelevant, was hit by political interference: Shah

Coop sector not irrelevant, was
hit by political mterfrence° Shah

‘Modi Infused
Fresh Life Into
The Movement’

Mumbai: Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah on Saturday
said the cooperative sector is
not irrelevant even today, but
itwas hurtby political interfe-
rence in the pastand its future
is bright. Delivering the Lax-
manrao Inamdar Memorial
Lecture at Mumbai Universi-
ty , the Union home minister
said that Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi infused fresh life
in the cooperative movement
by carving out a separate
cooperation ministry.

Shah assumed charge as
the first cooperation minis-
ter in 2019. Cooperative move-
ment is the only economic
model where “the smallest of
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Amit Shah with Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde and deputy CM
Devendra Fadnavis at the Lalbaughcha Raja Ganesh pandal on Saturday

the smallest person” can con-
tribute to the development of
the country with the least

amount of capital, hesaid.
“Do not even by mistake
assume that cooperative (sec-
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tor) has become irrelevant. |
can say this with confidence
that cooperative (sector’s) fu-
tureis bright,” Shah said.

The sector wasonceadriv-
er of rural and agricultural
growth in the country, he
noted. “But after 1960 and es-
pecially after1967, political in-
terference started increasing
in the cooperative sector....the
country’s economy got some
jolts, there were downturns,
which hurt the cooperative
movement,” Shah added.

He listed a series of steps
the new ministry has taken.

Earlier in the day, Shah vis-
ited the Lalbaughcha Raja Ga-
nesh pandal and also offered
prayers to the Ganesh idols in-
stalled at ‘“Varsha’ and ‘Sagar’,
the official residences of Mah-
arashtra chief minister Ek-
nath Shinde and deputy chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis,
respectively. ei
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India set to get its 1st cooperative sector university, says Shah
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MUMBAI: India is set to get its
first university dedicated to the
cooperative sector, Union home
and cooperation minister Amit
Shah said on Saturday, adding
the initiative aims at cultivating a
new generation of professionals
specialized in the field.

Delivering the Laxmanrao
Inamdar Memorial Lecture at the
University of Mumbai, Shah cred-
ited Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for infusing fresh life in the
cooperative movement by carving
outa separate cooperation minis-
try. Shah heads the ministry since
its inception in 2019.

The Union minister described
the cooperative movement as the
“only human-centric economic
model where individuals with
minimal capital can contribute to
the development of the country”
with the least amount of capital.

“The cooperative sector is not
irrelevant even today, but it was
previously hindered by political
interference,” Shah said. “T can say
this with confidence that coopera-
tive (sector’s) future is bright.”

The proposed cooperative sec-
tor-dedicated university, which is
still in works, Shah said, would
strengthen the sector by providing
skilled manpower. The lecture
was organised by Mumbai Univer-

ik | 4
Union home minister Amit

Shabh visits Lalbaugcha Rajain
Mumbai on Saturday. PTI

sity in association with Sahakar
Bharati — a pan-India organisa-
tion of Co-Operators and Co-Oper-
atives— founded by Inamdar, who
was one of the founding fathers of
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) — the ideological fountain-
head of BJP —in Gujarat.

Reflecting on Inamdar’s contri-
butions to the cooperative sector,
Shah said, “I had the privilege of
following Vakil Saheb’s [as Inam-
dar is popularly known] ideology.
He envisioned cooperatives as the
catalyst for Sahakar Bharati,
enlightening the masses about the
benefits of the cooperative move-
ment.” Governor Ramesh Bais and
chief minister Eknath Shinde also
attended the event.
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Home Minister Amit Shah with Maharashtra CM Eknath
Shinde and Governor Ramesh Bais at Mumbai University.

Cooperatives to play
key role in economic
development: Shah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 23

INDIA'S FIRST ‘cooperative uni-
versity',whichis coming up soon,
is set to organise the sector with
specialised professional training
for young talent, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said Saturday.

Reiterating the Centre's plan,
Shah, who also holds the portfo-
lio of co-operation, said the aim of
theBJP governmentis torevitalise
the cooperative sector in India.

He was speaking at the sec-
ond Laxmanrao Inamdar
Memorial Lecture at Mumbai
University's Sir Cowasjee
Jehanghier Convocation Hall on
Saturday evening. Shah said
Inamdar, founder of Sahkar
Bharati, played a pivotal role in
encouraging and organising the
cooperative movement which
originally began inIndiain 1904.
“But it was damaged due to po-
litical interference during the
1960s,” he said.

The memorial lecture, which
was organised by Mumbai
University in association with
Sahkar Bharati, was alsoattended
by Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde and Governor
Ramesh Bais along with some
other ministers from the state.

Speaking about the coopera-
tive movement, Shah said: “Many
believe that cooperatives have be-
come irrelevant. But it is going to

contribute to theeconomicdevel-
opment of the country... By hav-
ing a separate department for it,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has revitalised the movement.”
Shah cited examples of suc-
cessful cooperative movements
suchas Amul and Lijjat. The pro-
posed cooperative university
will create a professionally
trained manpower to strengthen
the cooperative sector, he said.
Shah also highlighted the
Modi-led government's various
schemes while sharing that 60
crore new Indians are now look-
ing at contributing to the main-
stream economy of the country,
with their basic necessities ful-
filled. “These are people who did
not have bank accounts before
2014. Butwith efforts of the Modi
government they not only have
bankaccounts now butalso have
their basic necessities fulfilled
such as house, electricity, toilets
and even free ration per month."
"If all these individuals have
to be made part of the economic
development, if women-led de-
velopmenthastobeencouraged;
cooperative is the only model
whichwill allow eachindividual
to begin with small investments
and create big enterprisesin their
contribution toward the coun-
try's economy,” he said.
Further emphasizing the
need for the cooperative sector
to flourish, Shah said, "India
needs mass production but at
the same time production by
masses isimportant to ensure
employment. The govern-
mentenvisions providing ad-
equate skilled manpower
through the university.”
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Cooperative movement can never become irrelevant in India: Shah
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'Employment will be created by linking cooperation with technology'
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Politics harms co-operative sector: Shah
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Cooperative sector harmed due to political interference: Shah
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