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RS passes multi-state coop
bill after opposition walkout

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The Rajya Sabha on Tues-
day passed the Multi-State Co-oper-
ative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2023
to amend the Multi-State Co-operative
Societies Act, 2002, and the Biological
Diversity (Amendment) Bill-2023,
which has provisionsforsharingbene-
fits of biodiversity commerce with lo-
cals and decriminalises biodiversity-
related offences even as the opposition
staged a walkout before the bills were
taken up for discussion. The bills were
cleared by the Lok Sabha earlier.

The Housealso passed by voice vote
the Mediation Bill, 2021, which halves
the maximum time for completing
mediation proceedings to 180 days.

Meanwhile, opposition continued
to disrupt the House over Manipur vio-
lence demanding a discussion on the
issue and the presence of the Prime
Minister. When the proceedings began
after the pre-noon adjournment, oppo-
sition partiesresumed theirsloganeer-
ing, but chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar

continued with the Question Hour de-
spite thedin. Finally, the opposition IN-
DIA bloc staged a walkout.

Stating that the demand for the
PM’s statement in the House was con-
stitutionally “ill-premised”, Dhank-
har said: “I urge members to serious-
ly introspect and not surrender the
space of dialogue, discussion and de-
liberation, as the same will not serve
the essence of the oath the members
of thisaugust house have taken.”

In theafternoon, junior ministerfor
cooperation, B L Vermamoved the Mul-
ti-State Cooperative Societies (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2023 for consideration and
passage. The bill, which had been ap-
proved by Lok Sabha on July 25, was
passed in Rajya Sabha by voice vote in
the absence of the opposition parties,
who had staged a walkout earlier.

Replyingtothe concernsraised by
members during the discussion on
the bill, Verma said that the bill pro-
vides for norms for appointment of
employees, which ensures that there
isnoscope for nepotism.
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Oppn walks out, RS clears
co-op & bio diversity bills

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday passed the Multi-State Co-
operative Societies (Amendment)
Bill, 2023—which seekstoestablish
a ‘Cooperative Election Authority’
with a view to introduce electoral
reforms in the cooperative sector
—and the Biological Diver-
sity (Amendment) Bill,
2023— which has provisions
for sharing benefits of bio-
diversity commerce with lo-
cals and decriminalises bio-
diversity-related offences
—even as the opposition staged a
walkout before the bills were taken
up for discussion. The bills were
cleared by the Lok Sabha earlier.
The RS also passed by voice vote
the Mediation Bill, which halves the
maximum time for completing me-
diation proceedings to 180 days.
Meanwhile, the opposition conti-
nued to disrupt the House over the

Manipur violence, demanding a dis-
cussion on the issue and the the
PM’s presence. When the procee-
dings began after the pre-noon adjo-
urnment, opposition parties resu-
med their sloganeering, but chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankhar continu-
ed with the question hour. Finally,
the INDIA bloc staged a walkout.

Stating that the demand

: =Nal forthePM’sstatementin the

House was constitutionally
“ill premised”, Dhankhar
said: “I urge members to se-
riously introspect and not
surrender the space of dia-
logue, discussion and deliberation,
asthesame willnot serve the essen-
ce of the oath the members of this
august House have taken.”

“...We have plunged this institu-
tion... into virtual irrelevance. It do-
esnotgel withlogicand [a] rationale
approach that for over the last eight
days, the House is being disrupted
over the same issue,” he said.
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Rajya Sabha passes

multi-state co-op bill

New Delhi: The Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday passed the Multi-State
Co-operative Societies
(Amendment) Bill, 2023 to
amend the Multi-State
Co-operative Societies Act, 2002,
and the Biological Diversity
(Amendment) Bill-2023, which
has provisions for sharing
henefits of biodiversity
commerce with locals and
decriminalises
hiodiversity-related offences
even as the oppositionstageda
walkout before the bills were
taken up for discussion. The bills
were cleared by the Lok Sabha
earlier. Tn
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Cooperative societies
bill gets Parl clearance

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday passed the Multi-State
Cooperative Societies (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2022 through voice
vote amid empty Opposition
benches following a walkout.
The bill was cleared by the Lok
Sabha on July 25.

Minister of state for coopera-
tion BL Verma moved the Multi-
State Cooperative Societies
(Amendment) Bill, 2022 for con-
sideration and passage in the
Upper House, which was fol-
lowed by speeches from mem-
bers from treasury benches on
the merits of the bill.

The Opposition continued its
demand for a discussion on the
Manipur ethnic violence. House
chairman Jagdeep Dhankar said
he had given a ruling for a short-
duration discussion on the issue
but the Opposition insisted on a
debate under a separate rule.

Replying to queries on the bill,
minister Verma said it provided
for “far-reaching reforms” in the
cooperative sector. “60% of the
rural economy is dependent on
cooperatives. Farmers’ welfare is
at the heart of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. This bill is the
soul of the sector and will trans-
form the rural economy,” he
said. The bill will bring transpar-
ency in the governance of coop-
eratives, which will be a key

THE GOVT SAID
THAT THE BILL
PROVIDED FOR
FAR-REACHING
REFORMS’ IN
COOPERATIVE
SECTOR

driver of economic growth,
including the GDP target of $5
trillion, Verma said. A “coopera-
tive election authority” to bring
electoral reforms and prevent
malpractices in the cooperative
sector is being established for
the first time, he added.

“There are over 800,000 coop-
eratives in the country, out of
which 63,000 are active village-
level primary agricultural coop-
eratives (PACS). The bill will ena-
ble them to become multi-di-
mensional and diversify their
business,” Verma said.

PACS will now be able to take
up a range of economic activi-
ties, from LPG dealerships to set-
ting up farmer producer organi-
sations, he said.

In a short speech, fisheries
minister Parshottam Rupala
said India’s cooperative sector
was unique in the world. “In Sab-
arkantha, the Bal Gopal Bank, a
cooperative, is run by children. It
has savings totaling %16 crores,
which will fund their education,”
he said.
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Rajya Sabha
passes the
Multi-State
Cooperative
Societies Bill

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha passed
the Multi-State Cooperative
Societies  (Amendment)
Bill, 2023, on Tuesday as
INDIA members walked
out.

The Opposition has
been demanding a discus-
sion on the Manipur ethnic
violence since the mon-
soon session began. Rajya
Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankar said he has given
a ruling for a short-dura-
tion discussion on the is-
sue but the Opposition has
been insisting the debate
under a different rule.
They have demanded that
the Prime Minister make a
statement in the House.

Minister of State Coop-
eration B.L. Verma moved
the Multi-State Cooperative
Societies  (Amendment)
Bill, 2023, for considera-
tion and passage in Rajya
Sabha.

The Bill, which had
been approved by Lok Sab-
ha on July 25, 2023, was
passed in Rajya Sabha by
voice vote.

While replying to quer-
ies on the Bill, Mr. Verma
said that the Bill provides
norms for appointing em-
ployees, ensuring no nepo-
tism practices exist.

The Bill seeks to esta-
blish a ‘Cooperative Elec-
tion Authority’ with a view
to introducing electoral re-
forms in the cooperative
sector.
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Rajya Sabha clears tweaks to Bill
for co-opsocieties’ transparency

TheRajyaSabhaon Tuesdaygaveits
greenlight tothe Multi-State
Cooperative Societies (Amendment)
Bill2023. This Bill introduces
significant amendments to the Multi-
State Cooperative Societies (MSCS) Act.

These modificationsaimto
enhance thetransparencyand
accountability of these cooperatives’
operationsin abid toimprove
governance.

The MSCS Acthasnotseen changes
since 2002, makingthese updates
noteworthy. The Lok Sabha had
previously approved the Bill.

Indiais home toaround 1,500 multi-
state cooperative societiesand the
majority of them are in Maharashtra.
Creditsocieties constitute amajority of
these multi-state cooperatives.

One ofthe key provisionsinthe
amendments empowers the Centre to
suspend a MSCS Board ifit failstomeet
withina prescribed time frame. The
Union governmentalso establishesa
process for the liquidation of such
cooperatives. To improve multi-state
cooperative societies’ governance, the
Billincludes provisions for the creation
of acooperative election authority,
cooperative information officer,and a
cooperative ombudsman.

LS passes Bill to give production
lease for offshore minerals

ABillto provide a fixed 50-year

production lease for offshore minerals
waspassed by Lok Sabha on Tuesday
amid protestsby the Opposition over
thesituationin Manipur.

Replying toabrief discussioninthe
House, Coal and Mines Minister
Pralhad Joshisaid under the Offshore
Areas Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Amendment) Bill, 2023,
the government seeks to introduce
auction as the route to award produ-
ctionlease for offshore minerals.
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Parliament passes a Bill to
strengthen cooperatives
I

New Delhi: Parliament on
Tuesday passed the Multi-State
Cooperative Societies
(Amendment) Bill 2023, which
seeks to strengthen
cooperatives by making their
functioning more transparent,
introducing a system of regular
elections and prohibiting the
appointment of related
persons. The bill, approved by
the Lok Sabha on July 25 was
passed in the Rajya Sabha by
voice vote as the opposition
staged a walkout earlier. e
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