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Delhi may soon get
cheaper tomatoes

A stomato prices skyrocket,
[ \the consumer affairs mi-
nistry directed government-
owned cooperatives to procu-
rethe vegetablefrom Andhra,
Karnatakaand Maharashtra.
It said these tomatoes will be
made available to markets
where prices are high, like in
Delhi, by Friday. P7

Downloaded from
Internal (for authorised circulation only) sAMvA D



Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Centre tells cooperatives to buy
tomatoes from Andhra, K’taka

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: As tomato prices continue to
rise to touch Rs 150 a kg in Delhi on Wed-
nesday with the national average price
hovering at Rs 112 a kilo, the consumer af-
fairs ministry directed government-ow-
ned cooperatives — NAFED and NCCF —
to procure the key kitchen item from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra. It said the procured tomatoes
will be made available to retailers in mar-
ketswherepriceshavespiked, particular-
ly in Delhi-NCR by Friday:.

On Wednesday; the National Agricul-
tural Cooperative Marketing Federation
(NAFED) started transportation of 20
tonnes of tomatoes from Andhra Pra-
desh to Bihar.

Officials said the two agri cooperati-
ves will move as much tomatoes as requi-
red to cool down prices.

Union consumer affairssecretary Rohit
Kumar Singh said, “It will be sold ata consi-
derable discount compared to the locally
prevailing price at the particular location.”

Inthe pastone month, tomato prices ha-
ve spiked across the country and on Wed-
nesday it was selling at a maximum price
of Rs 203 in Bhatinda in Punjab. In Mum-
bai, Kolkataand Chennai, the perkilo price
was Rs139, Rs137and Rs 123 respectively.

The consumer affairs ministry said
the centres and cities for release of the to-
matoes procured by NAFED and NCCF

have been identified on the basis of abso-
lute hike in retail prices over the past one
month. The scale of consumption has al-
so been considered for this.

Officials said while tomatois produced
in nearly every state, the southern and
westernregionsaccountfor nearly 60% of
the country’s total production. “The pro-
duction seasons are also different across
regions. The peak harvesting season oc-
curs from December to February. The pe-
riods during July-August and October-No-
vember are generally the lean production
months for tomatoes,” the ministry said.

Officials said July coinciding with
monsoon season, adds to further chal-
lenges related to distribution and increa-
sed transit losses adding to the price rise.
“Thecycleof plantingand harvestingsea-
sons and variation across regions are pri-
marily responsible for price seasonality
in tomatoes. Apart from the normal price
seasonality, temporary supply chain dis-
ruptions and crop damage due to adverse
weather conditions etc. often lead to sud-
denspikes in prices,” the ministry said.

As per the official statement, tomato
supplies are currently coming in from
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Andhra Pradesh. Delhi and nearby
citiesarereceivingstocksfrom Himachal
Pradesh and from Karnataka. New crop
arrivals are expected soon from Maha-
rashtraand Madhya Pradesh arrivalsare
alsoexpected tostart.
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Govt to procure
tomato from AP,
Maha & K’'taka

I n a move to cool down tom-
ato prices, the consumer
affairs ministry hasdirected
government-owned cooper-
atives NAFED and NCCF to
procure the vegetable from
Maharashtra, AP and Karn-
atakaand supply it inmarke-
ts where prices have soared.
It will be sold at a considera-
ble discount compared to the
locally prevailing rate. On
Wednesday, 20 tonnes were
sentfrom APtoBihar P11
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Centre asks co-ops to procure Maha &
Andhra tomatoes, send to Delhi-NCR

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Astomatoprices
continue to rise to touch
Rs 150 a kg in Delhi on Wed-
nesday with the national av-
erageprice hoveringat Rs112
a kilo, the consumer affairs
ministry directed govern-
ment-owned cooperatives-
—Nafed and NCCF—to pro-
cure the key kitchen item
from Andhra Pradesh, Kar-
nataka and Maharashtra. It
said the procured tomatoes
will be made available to re-
tailers in markets where pri-
ces have spiked, particularly
in Delhi-NCR, by Friday.

On Wednesday, the Natio-
nal Agricultural Cooperati-
ve Marketing Federation
(Nafed) started transporta-
tion of 20 tonnes of tomatoes
from Andhra Pradesh to Bi-
har. Officials said the two ag-
ri cooperatives will move as
much tomatoes as required
tocooldown prices.

Union consumer affairs
secretary  Rohit Kumar
Singh said, “It will be sold at
aconsiderablediscount com-
pared to the locally prevai-
lingpriceattheparticularlo-
cation.” The consumer affa-
irs ministry said the centres
and cities for release of the
tomatoes procured by Nafed
and NCCF have been identi-
fied on the basis of absolute
hike in retail prices over the
pastone month.

Officials said the sout-
hernand westernregionsac-
count for nearly 60% of the
country’s total production.
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Prices spike, Centre to buy
tomatoes from K'taka, AP

To Be Sold At
Discounted Rates
In Other States

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: As tomato prices
continue to rise to touch Rs
150 a kg in Delhi on Wednes-
day with the national average
price hovering at Rs 112 a kilo,
the consumer affairs minis-
try directed government-
owned  cooperatives
NAFED and NCCF — to pro-
cure the key Kitchen item
from Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh and Maharashtra. It
said the procured tomatoes
will be made available to re-
tailers in markets where pric-
es have spiked, particularly
in Delhi-NCR by Friday.

On Wednesday, the Na-
tional Agricultural Coopera-
tive Marketing Federation

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

(NAFED) started transporta-
tion of 20 tonnes of tomatoes
from Andhra Pradesh to Bi-
har. Officialssaid thetwoagri
cooperatives will move as
much tomatoes asrequired to
cool down prices.

Union consumer affairs
secretary Rohit Kumar Singh
said, “It will be sold at a con-
siderable discount compared
to the locally prevailing price
at the particularlocation.”
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In the past one month, to-
matoprices have spiked across
thecountry and on Wednesday
it was selling at a maximum
price of Rs 203 in Bhatinda in
Punjab. In Bengaluru, per
kilo tomato price was Rs 118
on Wednesday In Mumbai,
Kolkata and Chennai, the per
kiloprice wasRs139, Rs137and
Rs 123 respectively.
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‘Tomato supplies
currently coming
in from Guj, MP,
Maharashtra, AP’

» Continued from page 1

r | The consumer affairs min-
istry said the centres and
citiesfor release of the to-

matoes procured by NAFED
and NCCF have been identified
on the basis of absolute hike in
retail prices over the past one
month. The scale of consump-
tion has also been considered
for this. Officials said while to-
mato is produced in nearly ev-
ery state, the southern and
western regions account for
nearly 60% of the country’sto-
tal production. “The produc-
tion seasons are also different
across regions. The peak har-
vesting season occurs from
December to February. The
periods during July-August
and October-November are
generally the lean production
months for tomatoes,” the
ministry said.

Officials said July coinei-
ding with monsoon season,
adds to further challenges re-
lated to distribution and in-
creased transit losses adding
to the price rise. “The cycle of
planting and harvesting sea-
sons and variation across re-
gions are primarily respon-
sible for price seasonality in
tomatoes. Apart from the nor-
mal price seasonality, tempo-
rary supply chaindisruptions
and crop damage due to ad-
verse weather conditions etc.
often lead to sudden spikes in
prices,” the ministry said.

As per the official state-
ment, tomato supplies are cur-
rently coming in from Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharash-
tra and Andhra Pradesh. Delhi
and nearby cities are receiving
stocks from Himachal Pradesh
and from Karnataka. New crop
arrivals are expected soon
from Maharashtra and Mad-
hya Pradesh arrivals are also
expected to start.
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Centre orders
distributiono
tomatoes at

reduced price
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HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 12

WITHTHE all-India average retail
price of tomato rising to more
than Rs 100 per kg, the Centre on
Wednesday directed the National
Agricultural Cooperative Mark-
eting Federation (NAFED) and
National Cooperative Consumers
Federation (NCCF) to immedi-
ately procure tomatoes from
mandis in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Maharashtra for
simultaneous distributionin ma-
jor consumptions centres, includ-
ing the Delhi-NCR region, where
retail prices have recorded most
increase in the past one month.

“The stocks of tomato will be
distributed through retail outlets
at discounted prices to the con-
sumers in Delhi-NCR region by
Friday this week,” said the
Department of Consumer
Affairs, which issued the direc-
tion to the NAFED and NCCE.

“The targeted centres for re-
lease have beenidentified on the
basis of absolute increase in re-
tail prices over the past one
monthin centres where prevail-
ing prices are above the all-India
average. Key consumption cen-
tres in states having higher con-
centration of the identified cen-
tres are further selected for the
intervention,” the department
said in a statement.

The Centre has decided to
sell the tomatoes at 25-30%

ALL-INDIA DAILY AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES

% VARIATION OVER

1Month 1Year
295.5% | 173.16%

40.83 282

lower than the prevailing rates
at these centres, a source told
The Indian Express.

According todataavailableon
the website of the Department of
Consumer Affairs, the all-India
daily average retail price of
tomato was recordedatRs 111.53
per kg on Wednesday, which is
17316 percent higher thanayear
ago. Itiseven higher when com-
pared to tomato prices a month
ago. As per the data, tomato
prices have increased by 295.5
per cent toRs 111.53 per kg from
Rs 28.2 per kga month ago.

Consumer Affairs Secretary
Rohit Kumar Singh told The
Indian Express, “We have identi-
fied places where prices are cur-
rently exceptionally high.So, the
procured quantity will be sup-
plied at these places ata consid-
erable discount.”

Explaining the current steep
prices, the department in its
statement said, “Tomato is pro-
ducedalmostinall statesin India,
though in varying quantities.
Maximum production is in
southern and western regions of
India, contributing 56%-58% of
all-India production. Southern
and Western regions being sur-
plus states, feed to other markets
depending on production sea-
sons. The production seasons are
alsodifferentacross regions... july
coinciding with monsoon sea-
son, adds to further challenges
related to distribution, adding to
the price rise.”

PricesinRs/Kg

12/07/2022  12/06/2023

12/07/2023
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Centre to buy
tomatoes from
south and west

NEW DELHI

As tomato prices rose to 200
a kg in some cities, the Centre
on Wednesday decided to use
its agencies to procure stocks
from Karnataka, Maharashtra
and Andhra Pradesh and sell
them at a discount in areas
with high prices. » Page 12
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Centre to buy tomatoes from south
and west to sell in northern cities

Stocks from Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra to be procured for distribution through retail outlets at a

discount to consumers in the Delhi-NCR region by tomorrow; Bathinda in Punjab records the highest price of Y203 a kg

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

fter tomato prices
A rocketed to 3200 a
kg in some cities,

the Centre decided on
Wednesday to use its agen-
cies to procure stocks from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnata-
ka and Maharashtra and
sell them at a discount in
areas where prices re-
mained high.

Rain and floods in Hima-
chal Pradesh have caused
transportation disrup-
tions, pushing up the price
of tomato further in north-
ern cities. Bathinda in Pun-
jab recorded the highest
price — %203 a kg — in the

In demand: The Centre will distribute stocks in cities where the
retail prices have recorded the biggest increase. M. MOORTHY

country on Wednesday.
The national average price
of the day was 111.71. Last
year, on the same date, the
price was 340.83.

The Department of Con-
sumer Affairs directed the
National Agricultural

Cooperative ~ Marketing
Federation (NAFED) and
the National Cooperative
Consumers  Federation
(NCCF) to immediately
procure tomatoes from
markets in Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka and Maha-

rashtra for distribution in
major consumption
centres where retail prices
have recorded the biggest
increase in the past one
month. “The stocks of to-
mato will be distributed
through retail outlets at
discounted prices to the
consumers in Delhi-NCR
region by Friday,” a go-
vernment release said.
According to data
shared by the Ministry, Hi-
machal Pradesh is the only
State where tomatoes are
harvested in July. The Mi-
nistry had said earlier that
the increase in price is sea-
sonal and would come
down when stocks from Hi-
machal Pradesh reached

vegetable markets in the
northern parts of the coun-
try. “The prices will stay
high for the next 1520
days. It will not go higher,”
the official said.

The Ministry said south-
ern and western regions of
the country contribute
56% to 58% of the all-India
production.

“Southern and western
regions being surplus
States, feed to other mar-
kets depending on produc-
tion seasons,” the Ministry
said. It added that supplies
are coming mostly from
Maharashtra’s Satara, Na-
rayangaon and Nashik
areas and stocks are ex-
pected to last till July-end.
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tomatoes from
south and west

NEW DELHI

As tomato prices rose to 3200
a kg in some cities, the Centre
on Wednesday decided to use
its agencies to procure stocks
from Karnataka, Maharashtra
and Andhra Pradesh and sell
them at a discount in areas
with high prices. » Page 12
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Centre to buy tomatoes from south
and west to sell in northern cities

Stocks from Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra to be procured for distribution through retail outlets at a

discount to consumers in the Delhi-NCR region by tomorrow; Bathinda in Punjab records the highest price of 203 a kg

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

fter tomato prices
A rocketed to 3200 a
kg in some cities,

the Centre decided on
Wednesday to use its agen-
cies to procure stocks from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnata-
ka and Maharashtra and
sell them at a discount in
areas where prices re-
mained high.

Rain and floods in Hima-
chal Pradesh have caused
transportation disrup-
tions, pushing up the price
of tomato further in north-
ern cities. Bathinda in Pun-
jab recorded the highest
price — 3203 a kg — in the

country on Wednesday.
The national average price
of the day was 111.71. Last
year, on the same date, the
price was 340.83.

The Department of Con-
sumer Affairs directed the
National Agricultural
Cooperative ~ Marketing
Federation (NAFED) and
the National Cooperative
Consumers Federation
(NCCF) to immediately
procure tomatoes from
markets in Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra for distribution in
major consumption
centres where retail prices
have recorded the biggest
increase in the past one
month. “The stocks of to-

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

In demand: The Centre will distribute stocks in cities where the
retail prices have recorded the biggest increase. M. MOORTHY

mato will be distributed
through retail outlets at
discounted prices to the
consumers in Delhi-NCR
region by Friday,” a go-
vernment release said.
According to data
shared by the Ministry, Hi-

SAMV:-D

machal Pradesh is the only
State where tomatoes are
harvested in July. The Mi-
nistry had said earlier that
the increase in price is sea-
sonal and would come
down when stocks from Hi-
machal Pradesh reached

Downloaded from

vegetable markets in the
northern parts of the coun-
try. “The prices will stay
high for the next 1520
days. It will not go higher,”
the official said.

The Ministry said south-
ern and western regions of
the country contribute
56% to 58% of the all-India

production.
“Southern and western
regions being surplus

States, feed to other mar-
kets depending on produc-
tion seasons,” the Ministry
said. It added that supplies
are coming mostly from
Maharashtra’s Satara, Na-
rayangaon and Nashik
areas and stocks are ex-
pected to last till July-end.
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Centre to buy
tomatoes from
south and west

NEW DELHI

As tomato prices rose to 3200
a kg in some cities, the Centre
on Wednesday decided to use
its agencies to procure stocks
from Karnataka, Maharashtra
and Andhra Pradesh and sell
them at a discount in areas
with high prices. » Page 12
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Centre to buy tomatoes from south
and west to sell in northern cities

Stocks from Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra to be procured for distribution through retail outlets at a

discount to consumers in the Delhi-NCR region by tomorrow; Bathinda in Punjab records the highest price of 3203 a kg

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

fter tomato prices
A rocketed to 3200 a
kg in some cities,

the Centre decided on
Wednesday to use its agen-
cies to procure stocks from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnata-
ka and Maharashtra and
sell them at a discount in
areas where prices re-
mained high.

Rain and floods in Hima-
chal Pradesh have caused
transportation disrup-
tions, pushing up the price
of tomato further in north-
ern cities. Bathinda in Pun-
jab recorded the highest
price — 3203 a kg — in the

country on Wednesday.
The national average price
of the day was 111.71. Last
year, on the same date, the
price was 340.83.

The Department of Con-
sumer Affairs directed the
National Agricultural
Cooperative ~ Marketing
Federation (NAFED) and
the National Cooperative
Consumers  Federation
(NCCF) to immediately
procure tomatoes from
markets in Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra for distribution in
major consumption
centres where retail prices
have recorded the biggest
increase in the past one
month. “The stocks of to-

-

In demand: The Centre will distribute stocks in cities where the

-~

retail prices have recorded the biggest increase. M. MOORTHY

mato will be distributed
through retail outlets at
discounted prices to the
consumers in Delhi-NCR
region by Friday,” a go-
vernment release said.
According to data
shared by the Ministry, Hi-

machal Pradesh is the only
State where tomatoes are
harvested in July. The Mi-
nistry had said earlier that
the increase in price is sea-
sonal and would come
down when stocks from Hi-
machal Pradesh reached

vegetable markets in the
northern parts of the coun-
try. “The prices will stay
high for the next 15-20
days. It will not go higher,”
the official said.

The Ministry said south-
ern and western regions of
the country contribute
56% to 58% of the all-India
production.

“Southern and western
regions being surplus
States, feed to other mar-
kets depending on produc-
tion seasons,” the Ministry
said. It added that supplies
are coming mostly from
Maharashtra’s Satara, Na-
rayangaon and Nashik
areas and stocks are ex-
pected to last till July-end.
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Centre to buy tomatoes from south
and west to sell in northern cities

Stocks from Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra to be procured for distribution through retail outlets at a

discount to consumers in the Delhi-NCR region by tomorrow; Bathinda in Punjab records the highest price of 3203 a kg

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

fter tomato prices
A rocketed to 200 a
kg in some cities,

the Centre decided on
Wednesday to use its agen-
cies to procure stocks from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnata-
ka and Maharashtra and
sell them at a discount in
areas where prices re-
mained high.

Rain and floods in Hima-
chal Pradesh have caused
transportation disrup-
tions, pushing up the price
of tomato further in north-
ern cities. Bathinda in Pun-
jab recorded the highest
price — 3203 a kg — in the

In demand: The Centre will distribute stocks in cities where the
retail prices have recorded the biggest increase. M. MOORTHY

country on Wednesday.
The national average price
of the day was Z111.71. Last
year, on the same date, the
price was 340.83.

The Department of Con-
sumer Affairs directed the
National Agricultural

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Cooperative ~ Marketing
Federation (NAFED) and
the National Cooperative
Consumers  Federation
(NCCF) to immediately
procure tomatoes from
markets in Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka and Maha-

SAMV:-D

rashtra for distribution in
major consumption
centres where retail prices
have recorded the biggest
increase in the past one
month. “The stocks of to-
mato will be distributed
through retail outlets at
discounted prices to the
consumers in Delhi-NCR
region by Friday,” a go-
vernment release said.
According to data
shared by the Ministry, Hi-
machal Pradesh is the only
State where tomatoes are
harvested in July. The Mi-
nistry had said earlier that
the increase in price is sea-
sonal and would come
down when stocks from Hi-
machal Pradesh reached

Downloaded from

vegetable markets in the
northern parts of the coun-
try. “The prices will stay
high for the next 1520
days. It will not go higher,”
the official said.

The Ministry said south-
ern and western regions of
the country contribute
56% to 58% of the all-India
production.

“Southern and western
regions being surplus
States, feed to other mar-
kets depending on produc-
tion seasons,” the Ministry
said. It added that supplies
are coming mostly from
Maharashtra’s Satara, Na-
rayangaon and Nashik
areas and stocks are ex-
pected to last till July-end.
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Centre to buy tomatoes from south
and west to sell in northern cities

Stocks from Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra to be procured for distribution through retail outlets at a

discount to consumers in the Delhi-NCR region by tomorrow; Bathinda in Punjab records the highest price of 3203 a kg

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

fter tomato prices
A rocketed to 200 a

kg in some cities,
the Centre decided on
Wednesday to use its agen-
cies to procure stocks from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnata-
ka and Maharashtra and
sell them at a discount in
areas where prices re-
mained high.

Rain and floods in Hima-
chal Pradesh have caused
transportation disrup-
tions, pushing up the price
of tomato further in north-
ern cities. Bathinda in Pun-
jab recorded the highest
price — 3203 a kg — in the

In demand: The Centre will distribute stocks in cities where the
retail prices have recorded the biggest increase. M. MOORTHY

country on Wednesday.
The national average price
of the day was 111.71. Last
year, on the same date, the
price was 340.83.

The Department of Con-
sumer Affairs directed the
National Agricultural

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Cooperative ~ Marketing
Federation (NAFED) and
the National Cooperative
Consumers Federation
(NCCF) to immediately
procure tomatoes from
markets in Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka and Maha-

SAMV:-D

rashtra for distribution in
major consumption
centres where retail prices
have recorded the biggest
increase in the past one
month. “The stocks of to-
mato will be distributed
through retail outlets at
discounted prices to the
consumers in Delhi-NCR
region by Friday,” a go-
vernment release said.
According to data
shared by the Ministry, Hi-
machal Pradesh is the only
State where tomatoes are
harvested in July. The Mi-
nistry had said earlier that
the increase in price is sea-
sonal and would come
down when stocks from Hi-
machal Pradesh reached

Downloaded from

vegetable markets in the
northern parts of the coun-
try. “The prices will stay
high for the next 1520
days. It will not go higher,”
the official said.

The Ministry said south-
ern and western regions of
the country contribute
56% to 58% of the all-India
production.

“Southern and western
regions being surplus
States, feed to other mar-
kets depending on produc-
tion seasons,” the Ministry
said. It added that supplies
are coming mostly from
Maharashtra’s Satara, Na-
rayangaon and Nashik
areas and stocks are ex-
pected to last till July-end.
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Govt tells NAFED,

NCCF to procure

tomatoes from

southern states

NEW DELHI, JULY 12

The Centre on Wednesday
directed the National Agricul-
tural Cooperative Marketing
Federation (NAFED) and
National Cooperative Con-
sumers Federation (NCCF) to
immediately procure tomatoes
from Andhra Pradesh, Kar-
nataka and Maharashtra.

Following the disruption in
the supply chain from
Himachal Pradesh (HP), the
prices of tomatoes have
increased exponentially in the
north region, forcing the Cen-
tre to step in.

As of Wednesday, vendors
were selling tomatoes for Rs 240
per kg in national Capital. At
present, the arrivals in Delhi-
NCR are mainly from
Himachal Pradesh and some
quantity comes from Kolar in
Karnataka. In Punjab too,
tomatoes are being sold above
Rs 200 per kg in many districts.

According to the Ministry of
Food and Public Distribution,
tomatoes are produced in 19
states across India (in varying
quantities). — TNS
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Centre intervenes to
cool off tomato price

New Delhi, July 12: The
Union government on
Wednesday directed coop-
eratives National
Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing  Federation
(NAFED) and National
Cooperative Consumers
Federation (NCCF) to pro-
cure tomatoes from
Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and
Maharashtra for distribu-
tion in major consump-
tion centres, where retail
prices have recorded max-
imum increase in the last

one month.

The stocks of tomato will
be distributed through
retail outlets at discount-
ed prices to the con-
sumers in Delhi-NCR
region from July 14, the
consumer affairs ministry
said in a statement.

Retail prices of tomatoes
have soared up to Rs 200
per kg in several parts of
the country due to supply
disruption caused by
heavy rains in the coun-

try.
mP5
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Centre intervenes to
cool off tomato price

FROM PG 1

According to the min-
istry, the targeted cen-
tres for release of toma-
toes have been identi-
fied on the basis of
absolute increase in
retail prices over the
past one month in cen-
tres where prevailing
prices are above the all-
India average. Key con-
sumption centres in
states having higher
concentration of the
identified centres will
be further selected for
the intervention, it said.

The ministry men-
tioned that the periods
during July-August and
October-November are
generally the lean pro-
duction months for
tomatoes.

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

“July coinciding with
the monsoon season,
adds to challenges relat-
ed to distribution and
increased transit losses
adding to price rise,” it
said.

Currently, the supplies
coming to markets in
Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh and some other
states are mostly from
Maharashtra especially
Satara, Narayangaon,
and Nashik, which is
expected to last till this
month-end, it said.

Madanapalle
(Chittoor) in Andhra
Pradesh also has contin-
ued arrivals in reason-
able quantities. The
arrivals in Delhi-NCR
are mainly from
Himachal Pradesh and
some quantity comes

Downloaded from

SAMV:-D

from Kolar in

Karnataka, it added.
The ministry said the

new crop arrivals are

expected soon from
Nashik district.
Furthermore, in

August, additional sup-
ply is expected to come
from the Narayangaon
a n d
Aurangabad
belt. Madhya
Pradesh
arrivals are
also expect-
ed to start.

“Prices are
anticipated
to cool down
in the near
future,
according-
ly,” the min-
istry noted.
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CENTRE TO SELL
TOMATOES AT
DISCOUNT IN
SOME REGIONS

DC CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, JULY 12

The Centre will sell
tomatoes at discounted
prices in retail markets,
starting from Friday.
The National Agricultu-
ral Cooperative Market-
ing Federation (NAFED)
and National Cooperat-
ive Consumers Federati-
on (NCCF) will underta-
ke the sale of tomatoes.
The discounted toma-
toes will be available in
Delhi-NCR, Uttar Prade-
sh, Bihar, and West Ben-
gal, with cities such as
Patna, Varanasi, Kanp-
ur, and Kolkata being
included in the scheme.

According to consumer
affairs secretary Rohit
Kumar Singh, the toma-
toes will be sold at prices
at least 30 per cent lower
than the prevailing mar-
ket rates in the respec-
tive areas. Both NAFED
and NCCF will procure
the perishable commodi-
ty from key producing
centres in Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, and
Maharashtra. The toma-
toes will then be sold in
major consumption cen-
tres, where retail prices
have seen the highest
increase in the past
month.

Singh acknowledged
the challenges associat-
ed with selling tomatoes
in retail markets.
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To curb rising

price, govt to

sell tomatoes
at discount

To procure from Karnataka, AP
&sellin northern cities

v

AJITH ATHRADY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

ith tomato prices soar-
ingtoover Rs200 akg
in some parts of the

country, the Centrehasdecided
to procure them from key pro-
ducing centres of Karnataka,
AndhraPradeshand Maharash-
tra and sell them at discounted
ratestoconsumersfromFriday.

According to the Consumer
Affairs Ministry, the govern-
ment plans to sell it at 30% dis-
counted rates in retail markets
in Delhi and other cities where
pricesare high.

Thisisfor thefirsttime central
agencieswillbeselling tomatoes
toretail consumersthoughthey
had earliersold onionsand puls-
esatdiscounted prices.

The sale of tomatoes will be
undertaken by the National
Agricultural Cooperative Mar-
ketingFederation (NAFED) and
National Cooperative Consum-
ersFederation, saidthe Ministry.

Tomatoes will be sold at dis-
counted rates in Delhi-NCR,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West
Bengal. Itwill be available in cit-
ies, including Patna, Varanasi,
KanpurandKolkata, Consumer
Affairs Secretary Rohit Kumar
Singhsaid here.

The ministry plans to sell to-
matoes ata discount till the first
weekofnextmonthwhenprices
may cool down, said the official.

Theministry said the centres
for therelease of tomatoes have
been identified on the basis of
absoluteincrease inretail prices
over the past one month where
the prevailing prices are above
theall-Indiaaverage.

Officials in the Food Ministry
insisted that there will not be
much of arise in prices at grow-

Costly affair ‘-',1
Avg all-India

retail price

Rs111.71 per kg
Maximum = Minimum
price: rate:
Rs203perkg | Rs34 per
inBathinda : kgin Bidar
(Puniab) __  (Kamnataka)

: Rs 150 per kg
Mumbai, Kolkata:

Rs 137 per kg

Chennai: Rs 123 per kg
Bengaluru: Rs 95-118/kg
Gurugram and Patna:

Rs 140/kg

Jammu: Rs 147/kg

ing centres due to the central
agencies’ procurement since a
sizable quantity of farm produce
isavailable there. Currently, the
high prices are mainly due to
disruption in procurement,
transport and distribution due
tomonsoon, said the officials.

According to the ministry’s
data, the averageall-India retail
priceoftomatowasRs111.71akg
onWednesday.

The maximum increase in
retail price was Rs 203 per kgin
Bathinda, Punjabwhile the min-
imum rate was Rs 34 per kg in
BidarinKarnataka. Among the
metros, theretail priceoftomato
is quoted highest in Delhi at Rs
150 per kg, followed by Mumbai
at Rs 137 per kg. The arrivals
in Delhi-NCR are mainly from
Himachal Pradesh and some
quantity comes from Kolar in
Karnataka,it added.

Maximum production is in
southern and western regions,
contributing 56-58% of all-India
production.
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Centre to sell tomatoes at discounted
rates in national Capital, other cities

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHLI: In a first, the
Centre will start selling toma-
toes at discounted rates in
retail markets in the national
Capital and few other cities
from Friday to provide reliefto
the consumers as the price of
the kitchen staple is ruling high
at over Rs 200 per kilogram in
some parts of the country.

Announcing the decision,
the Consumer Affairs Ministry
on Wednesday said the sale of
tomatoes will be undertaken
by the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Fed-
eration (NAFED) and National
Cooperative Consumers Fed-
eration (NCCF).

Tomatoes will be sold at
discounted rates in Delhi-NCR
(National Capital Region),

Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
West Bengal. It will be avail-
able in cities, including Patna,
Varanasi, Kanpur and Kolkata,
Consumer Affairs Secretary
Rohit Kumar Singh said.
“Tomatoes will be sold at
a considerably lesser rate than
the prevailing price in that
area. It will be at least 30 per
cent lower than the prevailing
market rate on that given day.

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Tomatoes will be
sold at discounted
rates in Delhi-NCR
(National Capital
Region), Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and
West Bengal

The idea is to give relief to con-
sumers,” he said.

Both NAFED and NCCF
will procure the perishable
commodity from key pro-
ducing centres of Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra, and sell it in major
consumption centres, where
retail prices have recorded the
maximum increase in the last
one month, the ministry said

in a statement.

Singh said: “It will be for
the first time that we are going
to procure and sell tomatoes
in retail markets. We have
done that for onion. It is going
to be a challenging task as
tomato is a highly perishable
commodity”

In Delhi-NCR, NCCF will
sell tomatoes through its own
outlets, mobile vans, Mother
Dairy’s Safal and Kendriya
Bhandar outlets.

In other cities, both
NAFED and NCCF will sell the
kitchen staple at discounted
rates through their own outlets
or will have local tie up for the
same, Singh said.

According to him, the sale
of tomatoes at discounted rates
will continue till prices cool
down, which is likely at the
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beginning of August.

‘The ministry said the cen-
tres for release of tomatoes
have been identified on the
basis of absolute increase in
retail prices over the past one
month where the prevailing
prices are above the all-India
average.

Key consumption centres
in states having a higher con-
centration of the identified
centres will be further selected
for the intervention, it said.

As per the ministry’s data,
the average all-India retail
price of tomato was Rs 111.71
per kg on Wednesday.

The maximum increase in
retail price was Rs 203 per kg
in Bathinda, Punjab while the
minimum rate was Rs 34 per
kg in Bidar in Karnataka.

Continued on P4
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Tomatoes

Among the metros, retail
price of tomato was quoted
highest in Delhi at Rs 150 per
kg, followed by Mumbai at Rs
137 per kg, Kolkata at Rs 137
per kg and Chennai at Rs 123
per kg on Wednesday.

Other cities where prices
are ruling high are Bengaluru
(Rs 95-118/kg), Gurgaon and
Patna (Rs 140/kg), Jammu (Rs
147/kg), Kanpur (Rs 120/kg),
and Varanasi (Rs 120/kg).

Tomato prices normally
come under pressure dur-
ing July-August and October-
November period, which are
generally the lean produc-
tion months. Supply disrup-
tion caused due to monsoon
has led to further spike in the
rates.

“July coinciding with the
monsoon season, adds to chal-
lenges related to distribution
and increased transit losses
adding to price rise,” the min-
istry said.

Currently, the supplies
coming to markets in Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh and some
other states are mostly from
Maharashtra, especially Satara,
Narayangaon, and Nashik,
which is expected to last till
this month-end, it said.

Madanapalle (Chit-
toor) in Andhra Pradesh
also has arrivals in reason-
able quantities. The arrivals in
Delhi-NCR are mainly from
Himachal Pradesh and some
quantity comes from Kolar in
Karnataka, it added.

‘The ministry said the new
crop arrivals are expected soon
from the Nashik district.

In August, additional sup-
ply is expected to come from
the Narayangaon and Aurang-
abad belt. Arrivals from Mad-
hya Pradesh are also expected
to start.

“Prices are anticipated to
cool down in the near future,
accordingly,” the ministry said.
Tomato is produced almost in
all the states in varying quan-
tities. Maximum production
is in Southern and Western
regions of India, contribut-
ing 56-58 per cent of all-India
production.

Southern and Western
regions being surplus states,
feed to other markets depend-
ing on production seasons.
The peak harvesting season
occurs from December to Feb-
ruary. The cycle of planting
and harvesting seasons and
variation across regions are
primarily responsible for price
seasonality in tomatoes, the
ministry said.

Apart from the normal
price seasonality, the ministry
said temporary supply chain
disruptions and crop damage
due to adverse weather con-
ditions often lead to sudden
spikes in prices. WITH AGENCY INPUTS

Downloaded from

SAMV:-D




Publication
Edition
Date

CCM

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Financial Express

New Delhi
13/07/2023
58.21

Language
Journalist

Page no

@ RAINS IN HILLS COMPOUND SUPPLY CONSTRAINT

Nafed, NCCF told to help
reduce tomato prices

Agencies to procure
vegetable from AP,
Karnataka & Maha

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, July 12

THE GOVERNMENT ON
Wednesday directed farmers’
cooperatives ~ Nafed and
National Cooperative Con-
sumers Federation (NCCF) to
procure tomatoes from mandis
in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka
and Maharashtra for distribu-
tion in Delhi-NCR region at dis-
counted price from Friday.

The move comes at a time
when tomato prices have been
atanelevated level sincethelast
week of June,due tolowerarrival
from key producing states of
Karnataka and Maharashtra.

RELIEF IN SIGHT

B Since the last week
of June, retail modal
prices of the vegetable
have started to
increase and hit
%100/kg on June 30

B Tomato prices at
Azadpur Mandi rose to
%2,500 per 25 kg bag
on Tuesday against
%2,000/bag last week

Since the last week of June,
retail modal prices of the veg-
etable have started to increase
and hit ¥100/kg on June 30,a
4009% increase from the price
prevailed a week ago. On
Wednesday, the modal prices of
tomato continue to be at
%100/kg although in Delhiand
Mumbai retail markets, prices

have crossed ¥150/kg.

“The targeted centres for
release of tomatoes have been
identified on the basis of
absoluteincreaseinretail prices
over the past one month where
prevailing prices are above the
all-India average,” the depart-
ment of consumer affairs said.

Officials told FE that the
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delayinarrival in monsoon and
higher-than-normal tempera-
ture that prevailed in April and
May in Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra had impacted output.
The supply constraintwas com-
pounded by the surplus rainfall
in the hilly states of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, key
producers of the vegetable.

At Delhi's Azadpur mandi,
the largest wholesale market
for fruits and vegetables in
Asia, tomato prices rose to
32,500 per 25 kg bag on Tues-
day against ¥2,000/bag pre-
vailed a week ago. The current
supplies coming to markets in
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and
some other states are mostly
from Maharashtra, especially
Satara, Narayangaon and
Nashik and these supplies are
expected tolast till this month
end, a statement said.

English

Sandip Das
5



Publication

Edition

Date
CCM

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Business Standard

New Delhi
13/07/2023
47.28

Language
Journalist

Page no

Centreplansto
sell tomatoes
atdiscounted

ratesin Deli

SEEING RED

Tomato retail price &/kg) during the last

few days

mJul1,'23 ®Jul12,'23 &% change

Delhi Patna [Bangaluru*| Chennai |Gurugram

*Urban

Source: Department of Consumer Affairs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 12 July

In a first, the Centre will start
selling tomatoes at discounted
rates in retail markets in the
national capital and few other
cities from Friday to provide
relief to the consumers as the
price of the kitchen staple is
ruling high at over ¥200 per
kilogram in some patrts of the
country.

Announcing the decision,
the Consumer Affairs Ministry
on Wednesday said the sale of
tomatoes will be undertaken
by the National Agricultural

Cooperative Marketing
Federation (NAFED) and
National Cooperative
Consumers Federation
(NCCF).

Tomatoes will be sold at
discounted rates in Delhi-NCR
(National Capital Region),
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West
Bengal. It will be available in
cities, including Patna,
Varanasi, Kanpur and Kolkata,
Consumer Affairs Secretary
Rohit Kumar Singh told PTL

“Tomatoes will be sold at a
considerably lesser rate than
the prevailing price in that

area. It will be at least 30 per
cent lower than the prevailing
market rate on that given day.
The idea is to give reliefto con-
sumers,” he said.

Both NAFED and NCCF
will procure the perishable
commodity from key produc-
ing centres of Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh and
Maharashtra, and sell it in
major consumption centres,
where retail prices have
recorded maximum increase
in the last one month, the
ministry said in a statement.

Singh said, “It will be for
the first time, we are going to
procure and sell tomatoes in
retail markets. We have done
that for onion. It is going to be
achallenging task as tomato is
a highly perishable commod-
ity.”

In Delhi-NCR, NCCF will
sell tomatoes through its own
outlets, mobile vans, Mother
Dairy’s Safal and Kendriya

Bhandar outlets.
In other cities, both
NAFED and NCCF will sell the

kitchen staple at discounted
rates through their own outlets
or will have local tie up for the
same, Singh said.
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Central Agencies to Procure Tomatoes
from 3 States, Sell at Discounted Rates

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The central government
has directed the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federation (Na-
fed) and the National Cooperative Con-
sumers Federation (NCCF) to procure
tomatoes from Andhra Pradesh, Karna-
taka and Maharashtra and distribute
them in major consumption centres.

Themoveisaimedat cooling the price
of the vegetable that has soared in the
past one month.

Tomatoes will be distributed in areas
where the retail prices have gone past
the all-India average.

Distribution will be done through reta-
il outlets at discounted prices in Delhi-

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

NCR region by July 14, the Department
of Consumer Affairssaid inastatement.
The prices will stabilise next month
when the new crop comes from Maha-
rashtraand Madhya Pradesh, it said.
The price of tomatoes on average has
increased 326% inthe last onemonth, ac-
cording to government data. The situa-
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tion has been worsened due to incessant
rains in the hilly states such as Hima-
chal Pradesh which is the primary supp-
lier of tomatoes and other vegetables to
the national capital and nearby areas.

Tomato is produced in almost all the
states in India, though in varying qu-
antities.
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Central Agencies to Procure Tomatoes
from 3 States, Sell at Discounted Rates

OurBureau

New Delhi: The central govern-
ment has directed the National Ag-
ricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation (Nafed)and the National
Cooperative Consumers Federation
(NCCF) to procure tomatoes from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and
Maharashtraanddistributethemin
major consumption centres.

The move is aimed at cooling the
price of the vegetable that has soa-
red in the past one month.

Tomatoes will be distributed in
areas where the retail prices have
gone past the all-India average.

Distribution will be done through
retail outlets at discounted prices in
Delhi-NCR region by July 14, the De-
partment of Consumer Affairs said
in a statement. The prices will stabi-
lise next month when the new crop
comes from Maharashtra and Mad-
hya Pradesh, itsaid.

The price of tomatoes on average
has increased 326% in the last one
month, according togovernment da-
ta. The situation has been worsened

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

due to incessant rains in the hilly
states such as Himachal Pradesh
which is the primary supplier of to-
matoes and other vegetables to the
national capital and nearby areas.
Tomato is produced in almost all
the states in India, though in var-
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ving quantities.

The highest production is in the so-
uthern and western regions, which
contribute 56%-58% of the count-
ry’s production. The two regions fe-
ed other markets depending on pro-
duction seasons. The production se-
asons are also different across re-
gions. The peak harvestingseason is
from December to February.

The periods during July-August
and October-November are gene-
rally the lean production months
for tomatoes, witnessing high pri-
ces due to the rains which disturb
the distribution network and in-
crease transit losses.
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Buy tomatoes and

sell at reasonable

rates: Centre tells

Nafed, NCCF

|

Our Bureau

New Delhi

The Centre on Wednesday
swung into action, directing
apex cooperative bodies —
National Agricultural Co-
operative Marketing Federa-
tion (Nafed) and the Na-
tional Cooperative
Consumers’ Federation
(NCCF) — to buy the veget-
able in the producing States
and distribute them in the
consuming centres at reas-
onable rates.

Prices are anticipated to
cool once arrivals increase,
the government said.

Report p8
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Centre asks Nafed,
NCCF to supply
tomatoes at discount

—
Our Bureau
New Delhi

The Department of Consumer
Affairs has directed the Na-
tional Agricultural Cooperat-
ive Marketing Federation
(Nafed) and the National Co-
operative Consumers’ Federa-
tion (NCCF) to immediately
procure tomatoes from mandis
(agriculture market yards) in
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka
and Maharashtra, and simul-
taneously distribute them in
the major consumption
centres, where retail prices
have risen sharply in the last
one month.

The Government asked
them distribute tomatoes at
reasonable rates. Prices are an-
ticipated to cool down once ar-
rivalsincrease, it said.

“Tomato stocks will be dis-
tributed through retail outlets
at discounted prices to con-
sumers in the Delhi-NCR re-
gion by Friday (July 14),” the
Consumer Affairs Ministry
said in a statement. Tomato
prices have risen to ¥160-170/
kginNCR.

Centres identified for re-
lease are ones that have recor-
ded prices above the all-India
average. Key consumption
centres in States have been se-
lected for the intervention, the
statement said.

SUPPLY SIDE ISSUES
Though tomato is produced in
almost all the States, 56-58 per
cent is contributed by the
southern and western regions.
The country’s tomato produc-
tion is pegged at 20.62 million
tonnes (mt) for the 2022-23
crop year (July-June) against
20.69 mt in the previous year,
the Agriculture Ministry said
on June 26, releasing the first
estimate of horticulture crops.
The southern and western
regions being surplus States,
supply to other markets de-
pendingon productionseasons
that vary across regions. The

peak  harvesting  season
(December  to  February)
provides the maximum quant-
ity in a year, while July-August
and October-November are
generally considered the off-
season for tomato.

The monsoon in Julyadds to
challenges in the supplies chain
and increased transit losses,
adding to the price rise, the
Ministry said. However, prices
this year are exceptionally
higher than that in the same
monthinthepast.

Currently, supplies to mar-
kets in Gujarat, Madhya Pra-
deshand some other States are
mostly from Maharashtra, es-
pecially Satara, Narayangaon,
and Nashik, which is expected
to continue until July-end.
Madanapalle (Chittoor) in
Andhra Pradesh is witnessing
continued arrivals in reason-
able quantities. Arrivals in
Delhi-NCRare mainlyfrom Hi-
machal Pradesh, while some
quantity from Kolar in
Karnataka.

New arrivals are expected
soon from Nashik district. Fur-
ther,additional supplies are ex-
pected from the Narayangaon
and Aurangabad belt in August.
Arrivals in Madhya Pradesh are
expected tocommence.

“As a player in the farm-to-
table industry, we see this as an
encouraging development that
further motivates us to con-
tinue our efforts in providing
farm-fresh fruits and veget-
ables to our customers,” said
Varun Khurana, founder and
CEO of Otipy, a B2C platform,
mainly of agri produce.
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