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Shah bats for
stronger agri
credit societies

‘Key To Success
Of Cooperative
Movement’

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Union home
and cooperation minister
Amit Shah on Friday
stressed on strengthening
Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS) for
the success of the coopera-
tive movement.

Shah also pitched for
more and more PACS to
function as Common Ser-
vice Centres (CSC) which
are delivery points of gov-
ernment and public servic-
es for people in rural, semi-
urban and urban areas.

He was speaking at the
inaugural function of
launching of CSC by PACS
atanational mega conclave
here. The CSC is one of the
flagship programmes un-
der the Digital India mis-
sion to deliver public ser-
vices. At present, there are
over 5,20,000 CSCs function-
ing across the country. It is
expected that delivery of
CSCservices through PACS
in rural areas will not only
increase employment op-
portunities but also speed
up publicservice delivery.

So far, 17,176 PACS have

Amit Shah said the onboarding
of more than 17,000 PACS ina
short span of two months was
a huge achievement

been registered in CSC.
“Coming on-board of more
than 17,000 PACS in a short
span of two months is a
huge achievement,” said
Shah while noting that
about 6,670 of them have
started functioning and the
remaining would also start
inthe next15days.

“This will provide em-
ployment to 14,000 youths
who will work to strengthen
the rural economy,” he said,
noting that over 300 small
beneficiary schemes of cen-
tral and state governments
have already been integrat-
ed with CSC. He said soon all
95,000 PACS will be on-board-
ed tostart CSC operation.

Shah said there can be no
better means than PACS to
deliver CSC services to the
poorest of poor in villages
and among the landless agri-
cultural labourers and Dalit
and tribal communities.
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5 lakh registered on

Sahara refund portal
in two days: Shah

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

UNION HOME and Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah on Friday said 5 lakh people have registered
on the Central Registrar of Cooperative Societies
(CRCS)-Sahara Refund Portal, which was
launched by the government two days ago to fa-
cilitate depositors of four Cooperative Societies
of Sahara Group so that they can submit their
claims online to get their money back.

After inaugurating a national seminar on de-
livery of Common Service Center (CSC) services
through Primary Agricultural Credit Society
(PACS), Shah said: “The money of many citizens
of the country was stuck in Sahara. The legal
complexity was such that no way could be found.
The Ministry of Cooperation along with all the
ministries concerned of the Government of India
filed an appeal in the Supreme Court and the
Supreme Court passed an order.”

“Only two days before, |
launched a portaland Iam happy
to share that 5 lakh people have
registered on the portal so far,
and this is the beginning of re-
turning their money,” Shah said.

“This is a big example, which
shows if a government acts
proactively, even most complex
problems can be solved,” he said.

Shah said 17,176 PACS have
registered with the CSCtill July 20,
of which 6,670 have begun trans-
actions. About 13,000-14,000
youths will get employment
through this initiative, he said.

Referring to his conversation
with IT and Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw, who was also
presenton the occasion, Shahssaid:

“Ashwinijihas said at thedais that
he is ready to give work of train
bookings to PACS. In the coming
months, these 17,000 PACSwill be
able to do the reservation, for
which theywill getacommission.”

Shah further said that his
ministry is in communication
with the department concerned
for allowing the PACS to provide
air booking services.
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17,176 PACS registered as common
service centres in two months Shah

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

nion Cooperation

Minister Amit Shah
announced on Friday that
17,176 Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS) have
been registered as Common
Service Centres (CSCs) in less
than two months. These CSCs
will provide over 300 services
to rural citizens, including 130
million farmers in India. The
services offered include bank-
ing, insurance, and Aadhaar
enrollment.

In June, the Ministry of
Cooperation signed an MoU
with the Ministry of Electronics
and IT, NABARD, and CSC e-
governance services to enable
PACS to work with CSCs effec-
tively. With approximately
95,000 PACS spread across the
country, the goal is to onboard
all of them for CSC operations.

Apart from essential ser-
vices like banking and insur-
ance, PACS will also offer

Internal (for authorised circulation only)
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health services, legal assis-
tance, and various Pradhan
Mantri Welfare Schemes to
rural citizens.

At the inauguration of the
mega national conclave on
CSC services through PACS,
Minister Amit Shah expressed
his appreciation for the efforts
of the Ministry of Cooperation
and the entire team for the sig-
nificant achievement of
onboarding more than 17,000
PACS within a short span of
two months.

Minister Shah emphasized
that out of one lakh existing
PACS, 17,000 have already reg-
istered themselves as CSCs,
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with 6,670 PACS already car-
rylng out transactions. He
believes that the remaining
registered PACS will also begin
transactions in the coming
weeks. This achievement will
generate employment for
around 14,000 rural youth,
who will contribute to
strengthening the rural econ-
omy and facilities in villages.

Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Minister of Communications,
Electronics & Information
Technology, also present at the
event, noted that the number of
active CSCs has increased from
83,000 in 2014 to an impressive
519,000.

Minister Shah outlined the
objective of making PACS
affordable for all entities at the
rural level, aiming to establish
around 300,000 new PACS in
the next few years. He believes
that CSCs are the key to achiev-
ing “minimum government,
maximum governance with
last-mile delivery but without
corruption.”
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Over 17,000 PACS Start Working
as Common Service Centres: Shah

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: Union cooperation mi-
nister Amit Shah said on Friday that
17,176 primary agricultural credit so-
cieties (PACS) have been registered to
function as common service centres
(CSC)forhelpingtherural population
with services including banking, in-
surance and Aadhaar enrolment.
Addressing the public at Vigyan Bha-
wan in Delhi, Shah said the PACS will

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

MAXIMUM POTENTIAL
Morethan 300
schemeshave
been com-
bined with CSCs give
new energy to the rural
economy
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provide services offered by CSCs
across the country. He said there are
around 95,000 PACS across the country
and soon all will be on-boarded to start
CSC operations. The PACS will offer
more than 300 services such as health
services, legal services and Pradhan
Mantri Welfare Schemes to the rural
citizens, including130 million farmers
in India, said Shah. He also emphasi-
sed that out of 100,000 existing PACS,
17,000 have already registered them-
selvesas CSCs.
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Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah on Friday announced
that very soon those
Primary Agricultural Credit
Societies (PACS) which
have registered to function
as Common Service Centres
(CSCs) would start offering
railway reservation service,
which may help people in
rural areas to get train ticket
done at their doorsteps.

Announcing that 17,176
PACS have already been re-
gistered to function as
CSCs, out of which 6,670
PACS have already started
transactions, Shah said in
next 7-15 days many more
PACS would be joining the
programme to offer various
services.

This will provide employ-
ment to about 13,000-
14,000 youths as operators,
he added.

These PACS are now al-
lowed to offer over 300 ser-

New Delhi
22/07/2023
53.27

Cooperation Minister Amit Shah

vices like banking, insur-
ance and Aadhaar
enrolment in rural India. It
is estimated that over one
lakh PACS are functioning
in the country. The number
of active CSCs has reached
5.19 lakh now from 83,000
in 2014.

NEW POWER TO RURAL
The minister also said that
around 3 lakh new PACS will
be established in the next
few years which will provide
these services from the very
beginning itself.
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“Today both PACS and
CSCs are getting united.
This will not only increase
the facilities of the poor, but
also will give new energy
and new strength to the
rural economy,” Shah said
while appealing those PACS
not to take it as a business
opportunity rather think it
as an instrument for serving
the poor.

In February, a Memor-
andum of Understanding
(MoU) was signed between
NABARD and CSC e-Gov-
ernance Services India to
enable PACS to provide ser-
vices offered by CSC.

MORE SERVICES
As more than 300 services
will be made available to the
rural population including
13 crore farmer members of
PACS, turnover of PACS will
also increase and many loss
making cooperatives will
also be able to become self-
sustaining economic
entities.

These PACS will be able
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PACS, CSCs integration to fire up rural economy

to provide all the services
listed on the digital seva
portal of CSC scheme to cit-
izens, including banking, in-
surance, Aadhaar enrol-
ment/update, legal services,
agri-inputs like farm equip-
ment, PAN card, IRCTC,
rail, bus, and air ticket-re-
lated services, etc.

Shah said, “If the cooper-
ative movement is to be
strengthened, then its smal-
lest unit, PACS, has to be
strengthened first.”

He cited many govern-
ment’s initiatives including

computerisation pro-
gramme to make PACS
stronger.

Shah highlighted that the
government has approved
computerisation of PACS
with the objective of in-
creasing the efficiency of
PACS, bringing transpar-
ency and accountability in
their operations, besides fa-
cilitating PACS to diversify
their business and under-
take multiple
activities/services.
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Print Media Conversations
Period of Analysis: 22-07-2023 to 22-07-2023

Sr. No. Date Headline Publication Edition Page Journalist CCM
no
1 22nd Jul |UNION MIN AMIT | The Times Mumbai 9 Bureau 12.93
2023 SHAH BATS FEE of India
CREDIT
SOCIETIES FOR
SUCCESS OF
COOPERATIVE
MOVEMENT
2 22nd Jul |[Shah bats for| The Times | Ahmedabad 8 Vishwa 82.39
2023 stronger agri of India Mohan
Credit societies
3 22nd Jul |[Shah stresses on| The Times Kolkata 8 Vishwa 2717
2023 need for stronger of India Mohan
agri credit
societies

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Downloaded from

SAMV:-D




T A DR,
PRESS INFORMATION B g
Eic]

Publication The Times of India Language English
Edition Mumbai Journalist Bureau
Date 22/07/2023 Page no 9
CCM 12.93

UNION MIN AMIT SHAH BATS FOR STRONGER AGRI CREDIT
SOCIETIES FOR SUCCESS OF COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT
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Shah bats for
stronger agri
credit societies

Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Union home and :
cooperation minister Amit :
Shah on Friday stressed on

strengthening Primary Agri- :
cultural Credit Societies :

(PACS), for the

,“. success of the :

" cooperative i

i movement. :
J‘ Shah also i

W f | pitched for :

¢ D | l more and more :
PACS to function as Common
Service Centres (CSC) which :
are delivery points of govern- :
ment and public services for :
people in rural, semi-urban :
and urbanareas. i
He was speaking at the in- :
augural function of launch- :
ing of CSC by PACS at a na- :
tional mega conclave here. :
The CSC is one of the flagship :
programmesunderthedigital :
India mission to deliver pub- :
lic services. At present, there
are over 5,20,000 CSCs func- :
tioning across the country. It :
is expected that delivery of :
CSCservicesthrough PACSin :
rural areas will not only in- :
crease employment opportu- i
nities but also speed up public :
service delivery.
So far, 17,176 PACS have :
beenregisteredin CSC. “Com- :
ing on-board of more than :
17,000 PACS ina short spanof :
two months is a huge achieve- :
ment,”said Shah whilenoting :
that about 6,670 of them have :
started functioning and the :
remaining would also startin :
the next15days. :
“This will provide employ- :
ment to 14,000 youths who will :
work to strengthen the rural :
economy,” he said, noting :
that over 300 small benefici- :
ary schemes of central and :
state governments have al- :
ready been integrated with
CSC. He said soon all 95,000 :
PACS will be on-boarded to
start CSC operation. i
Shah said there can be no :
better means than PACS tode- :
liver CSC services to the poor- :
est of poor in villages and :
among the landless agricultu- :
ral labourers and Dalit and :
tribal communities. :
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Shah stresses on need for
stronger agri credit societies

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Union home and
cooperation minister Amit
Shah on Friday stressed on
strengthening Primary
Agricultural Credit Socie-
ties (PACS) for the success of
the cooperative movement.
Shah also pitched for
more and more PACS to func-
tion as Common Service
Centres (CSC) which are de-
livery points of government
and public services for peo-
ple in rural, semi-urban and
urban areas.
Hewasspeakingatthein-
augural function of launch-
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ing of CSC by
PACS at a na-
tional mega
conclave
8| here. The
| CSCis one of
= the flagship
programmes under the Digi-
tal India mission to deliver
public services. At present,
there are over 5,20,000 CSCs
functioning across the coun-
try. It is expected that deliv-
ery of CSC services through
PACS in rural areas will not
only increase employment
opportunities but also speed
up public service delivery.
So far, 17,176 PACS have
been registered in CSC.

KKK K KKk K

Downloaded from

SAMV:-D

“Coming on-board of more
than 17,000 PACS in a short
span of twomonthsisahuge
achievement,” said Shah
while noting that about 6,670
of them have started
functioning and the remain-
ing would also start in the
next15days.

“This will provide em-
ployment to 14,000 youths who
will work to strengthen the
rural economy,” he said, not-
ing that over 300 small benefi-
ciary schemes of central and
state governments have al-
ready been integrated with
CSC. He said soon all 95,000
PACS will be on-boarded to
start CSC operation.
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