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Centre intervenes to
cool tomato prices,
sells them at ¥90/kg

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government ow-
ned consumer cooperative,
NCCE sold nearly 18 tonnes of to-
mato in Delhi and Noida on Fri-
day. Top officials in the consumer
affairs ministry, which directed
the NCCFand NAFED toprocure
and sell tomatoes at discounted
price, said this will continue till
retail prices come down.

The National Cooperative
Consumers’ Federation of In-
dia (NCCF) sold tomatoes at Rs
90perkgwhiletheretail price of
the key kitchen commodity in
DelhiwasRs178akiloon Friday.
A consumer affairs ministry of-
ficial said that on Saturday mo-
bile vans selling tomato will be
deployed at Bata Chowk in Fari-
dabad; IFFCO and Hero Honda
Chowk in Gurgaon and 17 other
locations in Delhiincluding Laj-
pat Nagar, Greater Kailash,
North and South Avenue, May-
ur Vihar, Mayapuri, Pitampura,
Timarpur, Trilokuri, Dwarka,
Nangloi and Shalimar Bagh.
The sale will startfrom11am.

From Sunday onwards, the
NCCF will also start selling to-
matoes through 100-odd Kend-
riya Bhandar outlets in the na-
tional capital. The NCCF is al-
so in talks with Mother Dairy
about the sale of tomatoes at
discounted rates through their
400-odd Safal retail outlets in

Delhi-NCR so that “the outre-
ach can be extensive and pur-
chasing of tomatoes would be
easy for the consumers”.

On the first day of market in-
tervention by the central govern-
ment to bring some relief to con-
sumers,about20mobile vans we-
redispatched toareassuch as Ka-
rol Bagh, Patel Nagar, Pusa Road,
CGO Complex, Nehru Place, Go-
vind Lal Shika Marg, Adarsh Na-
gar, JJ Slum at Wazirpur, and
Dhodhapur Shivmandir. In Noi-
da, three mobile vehicles were
deployed in Noida Sector- 78 and
Pari Chowk near Greater Noida.

Officials said the quantity
will be increased to more than
20 tonne on Saturday.

As per the government data,
theaverageall-Indiaretail price
of tomatoes was at Rs 117 per kg
on Friday and the maximum ra-
te was Rs 244 a kilo in Hoshiar-
pur in Punjab. The prices were
lowest at Rs 40 a kg in South Sal-
mara Mankachar in Assam.

Meanwhile, the National Ag-
ricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India(NAFED)also
began selling tomatoes at a disco-
untedrateof Rs90perkginPatna.
NAFED brought a truckload of 20
tonne of tomatoes from Chittoor
district in Andhra Pradesh. Tho-
ugh the procurement and trans-
portation cost is around Rs 121 a
kg, the agency is selling the kit-
chen item atRs 90 akilo.
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'Tomato trauma: B'lureans get creative with
recipes, guide cooks to use them sparingly

Yashaswini.Sri
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: How many toma-
toes are too many tomatoes?
That'sthe chatter ineverykit-
chen these days.

Such is its versatility that
itcanlift the taste of most dis-
hes by its sheer presence. But
the once-modest tomato has
gained name and fame for the
price tag it comes with now.
Homemakers across the city
arethinkingupingeniouswa-
ys to combat the price surge
and choosing to go either to-
mato-less or use them as spa-
ringly as possible.

Ratnamala, 24, wholives in
JP Nagar, shared one of her
disaster experiments to repla-
ce tomatoes. “T have been try-
ing to stop using tomatoes as
much as possible. So one time,
when my husband asked me to
make tomato saaru (broth)
and rice for lunch, I thought
why not experiment with
other items toreduce use of to-
matoes. As I searched online
for ideas, I read an article
which said vinegar can be a
great option as it can provide
the same texture as tomatoes
in a curry. I knew I had to try
this. So,  made a curry using

TOMATOES ARE THE TALK OF THE TOWN. THE KITCHEN STAPLE HAS GROWN SO EXPENSIVE THAT YOU
COULD ACTUALLY TRADE THEM FOR OTHER DAILY EXPENSES, ESSENTIAL OR NOT. HERE'S HOW...
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one tomatoand lots of vinegar.
It did smell nice, like an aut-
henticsaar. What Ididn’tknow
was that there were guests co-
ming over, and they were plan-
ningtohavelunch withus. The
saaru turned out to be so aw-
ful, we couldn’t even have a
spoonful of it. In fact, my hus-
band gave mean earful for was-
tingone wholetomatoon this.”

Experimenting with a re-
cipe is not new in Indian hou-

seholds. Every now and then,
whenaningredientortwoare
missing, there will besomeal-
ternative to reach out for.
Arathi Jain, a resident near
City Market, said she started
toreplace tomatoes with dahi
(curd) in almost everything.
“Earlier, we would use a kilo
of tomatoes daily. Now, we use
just one to two of them and at
least half akgof curd.”
Shahida, a resident of

BTM Layout, has replaced to-
matoes with onions and garlic
in every dish she makes.
“Even these itemsare expensi-
ve but we cannot afford toma-
toesonadaily basis,” she said.

However for Lily Mary, 46,
despite the soaring prices, at
least a few tomatoes daily are
indispensable.

Such is the effect of the
price spike that many women
are personally monitoring

how much tomatoes their co-
oks are tossing intodishes. In
many households, tomatoes
have dropped off the must-
buy list. From how many kilo-
grams of tomatoes to pick,
how to slice and dice them for
optimal use and literally kee-
ping a close count, homema-
kers are leaving no stone un-
turned to ensure the daily-ne-
ed pricey fruit doesn’t burn a
deep hole in their pocket.
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FFarm cooperatives step
tackle surging tomato prices

Prices have spiked to
180 per kg in Delhi,
up from 320-30 per
kg on June 24

Puja Das

puja.das@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Farm cooperatives
are scrambling to procure toma-
toes directly from farmers wher-
ever it is available to sell them at
discounted prices at major con-
sumption centres where prices
of the kitchen staple have gone
through the roof.

In an interview, National
Agricultural Cooperative Mar-
Kketing Federation (Nafed) chair-
man Brijendra Singh said this is
in addition to purchases from
traders, middlemen and mar-
kets.

“We will try to not only pur-
chase it from the mandi, where
traders and middlemen are
involved but also directly from
farmers. If required, we will also
purchase tomatoes from adja-
cent states and distribute them
across Delhi and the National
Capital Region (NCR) from dif-
ferent points,” Singh said. “Pri-
ces of perishable commodities
like tomatoes go high because of
middlemen, but farmers do not
even get10% of it.”

The government is starting with 90 a kg, which could be revised
depending on how policy intervention affects the marketrate.  Hr

This comes after the depart-
ment of consumer affairs
(DoCA) on Wednesday directed
Nafed and the National Coopera-
tive Consumers’ Federation
(NCCF) to immediately start buy-
ing tomatoes from Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka and Maharash-
tra, and simultaneously distrib-
ute them in consumption
centres, including Delhi, where
retail prices have recorded maxi-
mum increase in the last one
month.

In Delhi, tomato prices have
spiked to X180 per kg, even

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

touching %280 a kg for some
varieties, up from ¥20-30 a kg on
June 24. In many other cities and
states, including Tamil Nadu and
Kerala, tomatoes now cost over
180 a kg. Due to floods and
damage to crops in the plains of
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and
Punjab, the regular supply of
tomatoes to Delhi may remain
disrupted for some time. In the
meantime, the supply of toma-
toes at a discounted rate is
expected to moderate prices and
provide relief to common peo-
ple.

“Nafed officials have already
started their work, and they will
see where Nafed can get toma-
toes from and explore the points
from where it can distribute the
procured tomatoes from Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra,” Singh said, expressing
confidence about the federa-
tions’ ability to follow the gov-
ernment assignment.

Since the directive came only
on Wednesday, it is too early to
comment on the procurement
target, procurement area, or dis-
tribution area, Singh added.

Separately, an NCCF truck
carrying 25,000 kg of tomatoes
arrived in Delhi on Thursday
night from Andhra Pradesh, and
the quantity was procured at the
market prevailing rate. In
Andhra Pradesh, good-quality
tomatoes are being sold at
R120-130 a kg. The quantity
NCCF brought to Delhi is being
sold at a discounted rate of 390 a
kg in Delhi NCR at all major
locations with high-density pop-
ulations, two government offi-
cials said on condition of ano-
nymity.

The government is starting
with 90 a kg, which could be
revised depending on how the
policy intervention affects the
market rate, one of the two offi-
cials said. “If the market prices
start falling, 390 will be revised
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downwards.”

“To distribute the quantity,
more than 20 mobile vans have
been deployed,” the other gov-
ernment official said. “Initially,
the plan was to deploy 30 mobile
vans to dispose tomatoes at the
discounted price, which has not
been possible as one-third of
Delhi is submerged in water.”

Some consumer cooperatives
from Dwarka near Delhi have
also requested NCCF to supply
some stock from Thursday's
arrival. From now on, tomato-
laden trucks will keep rolling
into Delhi. The government
plans to sell tomatoes at dis-
counted rates by Safal and Ken-
driya Bhandar, along with NCCF
and Nafed mobile vans, begin-
ning Saturday, the official said.

While supplies reaching Delhi
will also serve Haryana’s Guru-
gram and Noida, separate trucks
are also heading for Uttar Pra-
desh and Rajasthan from the tar-
geted procurement centres in
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, and
Maharashtra. While Uttar Pra-
desh will cover Lucknow, Alla-
habad, and Kanpur, among oth-
ers, Rajasthan will supply them
in populous regions with soaring
prices.

Queries sent to the spokesper-
son for the consumer affairs
ministry remained unanswered
till press time.

English

Puja Das
23



Publication
Edition
Date

CCM

Hindustan Times
Mumbai
15/07/2023

89.72

Language
Journalist

Page no

Farm cooperatives step
tackle surging tomato prices

Prices have spiked to
180 per kg in Delhi,
up from 20-30 per
kg on June 24

Puja Das
puja.das@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Farm cooperatives
are scrambling to procure toma-
toes directly from farmers wher-
ever it is available to sell them at
discounted prices at major con-
sumption centres where prices
of the kitchen staple have gone
through the roof.

In an interview, National
Agricultural Cooperative Mar-
keting Federation (Nafed) chair-
man Brijendra Singh said this is
in addition to purchases from
traders, middlemen and mar-
kets.

“We will try to not only pur-
chase it from the mandi, where
traders and middlemen are
involved but also directly from
farmers. If required, we will also
purchase tomatoes from adja-
cent states and distribute them
across Delhi and the National
Capital Region (NCR) from dif-
ferent points,” Singh said. “Pri-
ces of perishable commodities
like tomatoes go high because of
middlemen, but farmers do not
even get 10% of it.”

The government is starting with ¥90 a kg, which could be revised
depending on how policy intervention affects the marketrate.  HT

This comes after the depart-
ment of consumer affairs
(DoCA) on Wednesday directed
Nafed and the National Coopera-
tive Consumers’ Federation
(NCCF) to immediately start buy-
ing tomatoes from Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka and Maharash-
tra, and simultaneously distrib-
ute them in consumption
centres, including Delhi, where
retail prices have recorded maxi-
mum increase in the last one
month.

In Delhi, tomato prices have
spiked to X180 per kg, even
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touching 280 a kg for some
varieties, up from ¥20-30 a kg on
June 24. In many other cities and
states, including Tamil Nadu and
Kerala, tomatoes now cost over
180 a kg. Due to floods and
damage to crops in the plains of
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and
Punjab, the regular supply of
tomatoes to Delhi may remain
disrupted for some time. In the
meantime, the supply of toma-
toes at a discounted rate is
expected to moderate prices and
provide relief to common peo-
ple.

“Nafed officials have already
started their work, and they will
see where Nafed can get toma-
toes from and explore the points
from where it can distribute the
procured tomatoes from Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra,” Singh said, expressing
confidence about the federa-
tions’ ability to follow the gov-
ernment assignment.

Since the directive came only
on Wednesday, it is too early to
comment on the procurement
target, procurement area, or dis-
tribution area, Singh added.

Separately, an NCCF truck
carrying 25,000 kg of tomatoes
arrived in Delhi on Thursday
night from Andhra Pradesh, and
the quantity was procured at the
market prevailing rate. In
Andhra Pradesh, good-quality
tomatoes are being sold at
R120-130 a kg. The quantity
NCCF brought to Delhi is being
sold at a discounted rate of 390 a
kg in Delhi NCR at all major
locations with high-density pop-
ulations, two government offi-
cials said on condition of ano-
nymity.

The government is starting
with %90 a kg, which could be
revised depending on how the
policy intervention affects the
market rate, one of the two offi-
cials said. “If the market prices
start falling, Y90 will be revised
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downwards.”

“To distribute the quantity,
more than 20 mobile vans have
been deployed,” the other gov-
ernment official said. “Initially,
the plan was to deploy 30 mobile
vans to dispose tomatoes at the
discounted price, which has not
been possible as one-third of
Delhi is submerged in water.”

Some consumer cooperatives
from Dwarka near Delhi have
also requested NCCF to supply
some stock from Thursday’s
arrival. From now on, tomato-
laden trucks will keep rolling
into Delhi. The government
plans to sell tomatoes at dis-
counted rates by Safal and Ken-
driya Bhandar, along with NCCF
and Nafed mobile vans, begin-
ning Saturday, the official said.

‘While supplies reaching Delhi
will also serve Haryana’s Guru-
gram and Noida, separate trucks
are also heading for Uttar Pra-
desh and Rajasthan from the tar-
geted procurement centres in
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, and
Maharashtra. While Uttar Pra-
desh will cover Lucknow, Alla-
habad, and Kanpur, among oth-
ers, Rajasthan will supply them
in populous regions with soaring
prices.

Queries sent to the spokesper-
son for the consumer affairs
ministry remained unanswered
till press time.
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LUCKNOW, KANPUR TODAY, PATNA TOMORROW

Centre begins sale of tomatoes at
discounted Rs 90 a kg in Delhi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 14

THECENTRE on Friday began sale
of tomatoes ata“discounted” rate
of Rs 90 per kg in Delhi, with 17
tonnes sold on the first day:.
Inview of rising tomato prices,
the Centre has roped in two coop-
eratives—the National
Cooperative Consumers
Federation and NAFED—to dis-
tribute tomatoes ata “discounted”
rate. Taking to Twitter, Consumer
Affairs Secretary Rohit Kumar
Singh said, “Discounted tomatoes
sale @Rs 90 per kg through NCCF
started at Karol Bagh, Patel Nagar,

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Pusa Road, Nehru Place CGO,
Sector78 Noida, Pari Chowk,
Greater Noida and Rajnigandha
Chowk. Another 13 vans are get-
tingloaded.”

Singh also shared pictures of
people buying tomatoes being
sold at discounted rates by the
NCCF invarious parts of Delhi.

According to Singh,a quantity
of 17 tonnes of tomatoes was sold
on Friday and the government
plans to raise it to 40 tonnes in a
couple of days.

From Saturday, sales will be-
gin at Lucknow and Kanpur with
15 mobile vans each - from 11 am
onwards, he said, adding that the
sale of tomatoes will begin on
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Sunday in Patna. “Government is
committed to providerelief tothe
consumers,” Singh said.

With the all-India average re-
tail price of tomato tripled to over
Rs 100 per kg, the Centre swung
intoaction on Wednesday, and di-
rected the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing
Federation (NAFED) and the
National Cooperative Consumers
Federation (NCCF)toimmediately
procure tomatoes fromMandisin
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and
Maharashtra for simultaneous
distribution in major consump-
tion centres where retail prices
have recorded maximum in-
crease in the last one month.
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Central agencies start tomato
salesin Delhi-NCR, Patna
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Facility to be
available in Lucknow,
Kolkata, Chandigarh
and Jaipur soon

—v—

AJITH ATHRADY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

o provide relief to con-

I sumers from soaring

prices of tomatoes, Co-
operatives NCCF and NAFED
on Friday started selling the
key kitchen staple at a dis-
counted rate of Rs 90 per kgin
Delhi-National Capital Region
and Patna.

Both the agencies in associ-
ation with state government
agencieswereexpected tostart
selling in other citiesincluding
Lucknow, Kolkata, Chandi-
garh and Jaipur in a couple of
days.

The cooperative has pro-
cured tomatoes at Rs 115 per
kg from Chittoor district of
AndhraPradesh as harvesting
of farm produce started in the

Krishi Bhavan in New Delhi on Friday. eI

state. The central agencies is
also planning to procure it
from Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra in the coming days
once harvesting start there.
National Cooperative Con-
sumers’ Federation of India
(NCCF) and National Agricul-
tural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India (NAFED)
are selling tomatoes on behalf
of the Centre. The central gov-
ernment earlier announced
thatsale of tomatoes to contin-
ue tillthe prices stabilise.
About 80% of 17,000 kg to-

matoes were sold till evening
on Friday. “We will increase
the reach and the quantity
from Saturday onwards in
Delhi-NCR,” NCCF Managing
Director Anice Joseph Chan-
drasaid.

Response from retail con-
sumers were very good and
large number of people were
seen buying the products, she
added.

About 25 mobile vans were
despatchedindifferentparts of
Delhiand NCR. Duetoflooding

could notreach several places.
Officials of NCCF hopingtoar-
range more vans by Saturday.

Since last few weeks, the re-
tail price of tomatoes has risen
sharplyand wasruling as high
as Rs 244 per kg on Friday in
several parts of the country
owing to the lean season plus
heavyrain.

“We are selling tomatoes of
‘A’ grade export quality. The
quantity will be increased to
more than 20,000 kgs from
Saturday. From Sunday on-
wards, NCCF will also start
selling tomatoes through 100-
odd KendraBhandar outletsin
the national capital,” she said.

NCCF is also in talks with
Mother Dairy about the sale of
tomatoes at discounted rates
through their 400-0dd Safal
retail outlets in Delhi-NCR,
sheadded.

On the other hand, NAFED
also began selling tomatoes at
adiscounted rate of Rs 90 per
kginPatna, Bihar.

“A truckload of 20 tonne of
tomatoes reached Patna. We
are selling at a government
fixed rate of Rs 90 per kg
there,” NAFED Chairman Bi-

of manyareasin Delhi,thevans _jendra Singh said.
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Govt taps farmers as
tomato prices soar

Tomato supply at discounted rates to help moderate prices

Puja Das
puja.das@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

arm cooperatives are

scrambling to procure

tomatoes directly from

farmerswhereveritisavail-

able to sell them at dis-
counted prices at major consump-
tion centres where prices of the
kitchen staple have gone through
theroof.

Inaninterview, National Agricul-
tural Cooperative Marketing Feder-
ation (Nafed) chairman Brijendra
Singh said thisisin addition to pur-
chasesfrom traders, middlemen and
markets.

“Wewill try tonot only purchase it
from the mandi, where traders and
middlemen are involved but also  py ANS are afoot to
directly from farmers. Ifrequired, we
will also purchase tomatoes from
adjacent states and distribute them
across Delhiand the National Capital
Region (NCR) from different points,”
Singh said. “Prices of perishable
commodities like tomatoes go high
because of middlemen, but farmers
do not even get10% of it.”

Thiscomesafter thedepartmentof
consumer affairs(DoCA) on Wednes-
day directed Nafed and the National
Cooperative Consumers’ Federation
(NCCF) to immediately start buying

- THE govt wasbuying - THE tomatoes are to
also buy tomatoes . at¥90akg, which . besold at lower rates
from nearby states * could be revised * by Safal, other outlets

TURN TO PAGE 13
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tomatoes from Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Maharashtra, and
simultaneously distribute them
inconsumption centres, includ-
ing Delhi, where retail prices
have recorded maximum
increasein the lastone month.

InDelhi, tomato prices have
spiked to 180 per kg, even
touching 3280 a kg for some
varieties, up from320-30 akg
on 24-June. Inmany other cities
and states, including Tamil
Nadu and Kerala, tomatoes
now costover3180 akg. Due to
floods and damage to crops in
the plainsof Himachal Pradesh,
Haryanaand Punjab, the regu-
lar supply of tomatoes to Delhi
may remain disrupted forsome
time.Inthe meantime, the sup-
ply oftomatoesata discounted
rate is expected to moderate
prices and provide relief to
common people.

“Nafed officials have already
started their work, and they will
see where Nafed can get toma-
toesfromand explore the points
fromwhereit candistribute the
procured tomatoesfrom Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra,” Singh said, expressing
confidence about the federa-
tions’ ability to follow the gov-
ernment assignment. Since the
directive came onlyon Wednes-

In Delhi, tomato prices have spiked to 180 per kg, even touching

%280 a kg for some varieties.

day, itistooearly tocommenton
the procurement target, pro-
curement area, or distribution
area, Singh added.

Separately, an NCCF truck
carrying 25,000

PTI

counted rate of 390 a kg in
Delhi NCR at all major loca-
tions with high-density popu-
lations, two government offi-
cials said on condition of ano-

nymity.

kg of tomatoes An NCCF truck The govern-
arrived in Delhi  with 25,000 kgof —ment is starting
on Thursday tomatoes with 390 a kg,
night  from T which could be
Andhra Pradesh, reached Deibl revised depend-
: on Thursday <
and the quantity 2 ing on how the
was procured at night from policy interven-
the market pre- Andhra Pradesh tion affects the
vailing rate. In —— market rate, one

Andhra Pradesh,

good-quality tomatoes are
being sold at X120-130 a kg.
The quantity NCCF brought to
Delhi is being sold at a dis-

ofthe two officials

said. “If the market prices start

falling, Y90 will be revised
downwards.”

“To distribute the quantity,

more than 20 mobile vans have
been deployed,” the other gov-
ernment official said. “Initially,
the plan was to deploy 30
mobile vans to dispose toma-
toes at the discounted price,
which hasnotbeen possible as
one-third of Delhi is sub-
merged inwater.”

Some consumer coopera-
tives from Dwarka near Delhi
have also requested NCCF to
supply some stock from Thurs-
day’s arrival. From now on,
tomato-laden trucks will keep
rollinginto Delhi. The govern-
ment plans to sell tomatoes at
discounted rates by Safal and
Kendriya Bhandar, along with
NCCF and Nafed mobile vans,
beginning Saturday, the official
said.

While supplies reaching
Delhi will also serve Haryana’s
Gurugramand Noida, separate
trucks are also heading for
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan
from the targeted procurement
centres in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, and Maharashtra.
While Uttar Pradesh will cover
Lucknow, Allahabad, and Kan-
pur, among others, Rajasthan
will supply them in populous
regions with soaring prices.

Queries sent to the spokes-
person for the consumer affairs
ministry remained unan-
swered till press time.
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Tomato Prices Fall but Soaring Veggies Sour Food Budget

Immediate relief for households unlikely as transport disruption, flooding keep supply of green vegetables tight

saleprice of tomatoes was hove- Cooperative Consumers Federa- Ashok Kaushik, president of per kg (up from 50 last week),
s'{“""“-“"““' ringat80-100 per kg, traderssaid  tion (NCCF) to get tomatoes from Azadpur Tomato Association,said capsicum at 80 per kg (%65 per kg),
@timesgroup.com Friday, compared withZ160perkg  AndhraPradesh, Karnatakaand on Friday that16-17 tomatotrucks  bitter gourd at ¥65(250), green
at the peak last week. Maharashtra for distribution in hadarrived, which will help coriander at 500 (2400 per kg),
Kolkata: Wholesale tomatoprices ~ The Centre on Wednesday direc-  major consumption centres where —increasesupply. lady’s finger at %130 (100),” said
eased inthe national capitalafter  ted the National Agricultural retail prices have spiked. Most vegetable prices are up in Manoj Dahiya, a vegetable shop

the government stepped in to Cooperative Marketing Federa- Thearrival of tomatoes from the national capital. owner in Delhi’s Vasant Vihar.
ensure thearrival of freshsuppli-  tion(Nafed)and the National Bengaluruhas increasedinDelhi.  “Bottle gourd is beingsold at270 “The price of green cucumber
esfrom Karnataka, hasrisen toZ80 per kg (260), french

P i g | Suoioftonatoes, [Rqe ] Creen vesetaie @R Deins a2 (@i 0 cingerat
b s nave y EL Gl prices to remain ¢ D ACK SN d
onions and potatoes pi

become dearer o 4 %100-120(280), pointed gourd at
followingdis- 3 S nzadpur mandi increases  toimprove further  RCXESIIER] firm as fields are 2100-120(280).”
ruptions, signal- > > 8 as truck movement eases ~ in Delhi-NCR (IR0 inundated with water Traders said prices of green
ling continued N\ G vV " L2 procure vegetables will not soften immedi-
prebssure onhouse- Wa‘“ Is receql_ng on Tomato prices at tomatoes T@"“S say thatit 31531 asthefields are inundated
hold food costs. S Al highways, facilitating wholesale level fall to by Nafed will take some more with water.

InDelhi's key Azad- S - truck movement z80-110 per kg [l time to stabilise prices
purmandi, the whole- — = Supply Snags »9
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“The arrivals have improved on Fri-
day. Nearly 115 trucks containing po-
tatoes and onions have come,” said
Rambaran Yadav, a member of the
Delhi Agricultural Marketing Bo-
ard. “The prices willnow become ste-
ady. Even the wholesale prices of to-
matoes which had shot up to Rs 160
per kg have cooled off.”

The Delhi government has stop-
ped the entry of commercial vehi-
cles into the capital after many
areas got flooded as the water level

in the Yamuna breached 45-year
highs. This has further reduced
the supply of fruits and vegetab-
les, pushing prices higher.

Retail prices of tomatoes had so-
ared past Rs 200 per kg in several
parts of the country due to supply
disruptions caused by heavy rains
in northern India, up from about
Rs 30 a month previously.

Traders said there has been a ne-
arly 30% drop in the supply of
onions coming from Maharashtra
and Karnataka, causingretail pri-
cestodouble in the capital.

They said it will take some time
for the prices tostabilise.
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Prices have spiked because for smaller farmers, growing them makes little monetary sense

Tomayto, Tomahto Tomatters

12009, Volkswagen ranaunique

ad campaign to promote its new

fuelefficient car. They hired DDB

Stockholm and transformed the

staircase of the Stockholm Met-
ro Station into a ‘piano staircase’, whi-
ch produced musical sounds when pe-
ople used it. People responded to this
environment-friendly energy-saving
fun signal, even though it meant more
hard work. They started avoiding the
escalator:

InIndia, farmersarenodifferent. In
November 2022, the price of tomatoes
in the retail market was hovering aro-
und0akg. Thismeant thatsmalland
marginalgrowerscould notrecoupthe
farming cost. According to RBI, farm-
ersdonotevenrealise50% of theretail
priceformajor traded crops, suchasto-
mato. The middleman and traders ap-
portion the bulk of what the consumer
pays. The margin between what a far-
mer gets and what a consumer pays
consists of a host of other char-
ges such as commissions,

(APMC) member-
ships fees, weigh-
ing and assaying
charges, loading
and unloading ch-
arges, and trans-
portcharges.

In 2021, Gol res-
ponded tothiscas-
cading impact of
the price rise by
trying to pass a
new farmlaw. The
argument was, if
there were more
marketswherefar-
mers could buy
and sell their produce, it would lead to
pricediscovery forsmalland marginal
farmers, and, at the same time, the re-
tail price would come down. India has
around 260 million people living in po-
verty, and 83% of them are small and
marginal farmers (with less than 2
hectares of landholdingsize).

If farmers are to sell their produce,
they have three options:

» Sell directly to the government. Gol
procures 23 essential food items from
farmers through its agencies, such as
the National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India Limi-
ted (Nafed), at minimum support pri-
ces (MSP), which are higher than the
market price. From the perspective of
tomato growers, this sounds like a go-

od option. However; it

mandi char- ) isn't easy to administer
ges, Agricul- Itisn'teasyto MSP for a perishable
tural . administer MSP non-standardised crop

Produce
Market
Commit-
tee

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

for a perishable
standardised

tomato. Unlike
rice and wheat

stored naturally,
tomatoes need

like tomato. Unlike rice
and wheat, which can be
stored naturally, tomato-
esneed cold storage.
Even if Gol agrees to
procure tomatoes at
MSP, these government-
procuring outlets are
not uniformly distribu-
ted, with almost 70-80%
rice and wheat procure-
ment done from Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
and Andhra Pradesh.
Theseare thestates whe-
remostof the cold stora-

non-

crop like

that can be

cold storage

Letthem eat her soups

geunitsare concentrated.
» Farmers take their produce toanear-
by government-designated mandi, whe-
rethey canauction produce tothemidd-
lemen in front of state officers. To do
that, they must store their perish-
able stocks in cold storage.
Predominantly, tomato-gro-
wing states such as Karnata-
ka, Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh have relatively few-
er cold storage units. Even if
a farmer is lucky to get ac-
cess to cold storage, he needs
to book a minimum quantity
of 50,000 quintals for his pro-
duce, something not possible for a mar-
ginal farmer: Nearly 20% of India’s to-
matoes are wasted for want of storage.
P Farmers can take the produce to the
local mandi directly. But there are only
7,700 mandis, against 6,60,000 villages.
‘This means a farmer must arrange for
transport, whichagain may notbeafea-
sible option given the distance and boo-
king a 400 quintal-capacity truck all for
himself. In India, the average agricultu-
reyield is 2,070 kg per hectare. Marginal
farmers, given their landholding size,
can,atthemost, produce 24 quintals. So,
bookinga truck is not cost-efficient.
Aneasier way outistosell tovillage-
level aggregators. In most instances,
these marginal farmers are so debt-
ridden that they are obliged to sell the-
ir produce to moneylenders. In India,
only 15% of marginal farmers haveac-
cess to formal credit. Most of the time,
they depend upon informal sourcesfor
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SAMV:-D

buying seeds, fertilisers and other far-
ming needs. The cost difference for lo-
anrates between the formal and infor-
mal sectors varies 30-45% annually.

In the best possible scenario, if a far-
mer takes his produce to a mandi, this
too does not help. The bargaining po-
wer of the farmer is low. Under the
APMC Act, state government officers
are meant to oversee activities related
toauctioning, suchas whether thecom-
modities traded are homogenous in qu-
ality and the markets are equipped
with basic infrastructure for taking
correct weights and making payments.
However, these middlemen form a car-
tel and offer a substantially lower price
tothefarmersduring the auction.

The argument behind the farm law
was that the reform in the APMC Act
would allow farmers and middlemen
totrade in markets in addition toman-

dis. So long, it was the state govern-
ments that were in the business of

_Farmers do not even realise
50% of the retail price for
major traded crops, such as
tomato. Middlemen and
traders apportion the bulk of
what the consumer pays

regulating mandis. If additio-
nal markets for trading are crea-
ted, the bargaining power of the
middlemenislikely tofall, and the far-
mers will benefit. It is to be noted that
it was because of the pressure from
the middlemen and big traders (some
of whom are also state-level party
workers and politicians) that Gol re-
pealed the farm law.

The present rise in tomato prices is
purely how marginal farmers reacted
to the ‘not-so-fun’ price ‘signal’ they fa-
ced last November. When they realised
that the price was abysmally low; and
theriskof pre-monsoonrainfall playing
spoilsporthigh, it was natural for them
to grow other weather-resistant crops,
suchasmillets, jowar and soybean. To-
mato prices have shot up because of lo-
wer supply and market imperfection.

Theuwriter is professor; Schoolof Manage-

ment, Mahindra University, Hyderabad
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Tomato Prices Fall but Soaring Veggies Sour Food Budget

Immediate relief for households unlikely as transport disruption, flooding keep supply of green vegetables tight

sale price of tomatoes was hove-

Sutanuka.Ghosal ringat280-100 per kg, traders said
@timesgroup.com Friday, compared with 160 per kg

at the peak last week.
Kolkata: Wholesale tomatoprices ~ The Centreon y direc-

Cooperative Consumers Federa-
tion (NCCF) to get tomatoes from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnatakaand
Maharashtrafor distribution in

eased in the national capital after
thegovernment stepped in to
ensure the arrival of fresh suppli-
esfrom Karnataka, .

ted the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federa-
tion (Nafed) and the National

major

retail prices have spiked.
Thearrival of tomatoes from

Bengaluruhas increased in Delhi.

ion centres where

but other vege-
tables have

become dearer e
followingdis-
ruptions, signal-

Azadpur mandi increases
as truck movement eases

in Delhi-NCR

ling continued

pressure on house-

hold food costs.
InDelhi’skey Azad-

pur mandi, the whole-

Water is receding on
highways, facilitating
truck movement

Tomato prices at
wholesale level fall to

780-110 per kg
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Ashok Kaushik, president of
Azadpur Tomato Association, said
on Friday that16-17 tomato trucks
hadarrived, which will help
increase supply.

Most vegetable pricesareup in
the national capital.

“Bottle gourd is being sold at70

Price fall
attributed
to Centre's

Green vegetable
prices to remain
firm as fields are’
inundated with water

o e e g
Traders say that it
will take some more
time to stabilise prices

and NCCF

Downloaded from

per kg (up fromz501last week),
capsicum at 280 per kg (%65 per kg),
bitter gourd at 65 (250), green
coriander at 500 (2400 per kg),
lady’s finger at %130 (2100),” said
Manoj Dahiya, a vegetable shop
owner in Delhi’s Vasant Vihar.

“The price of green cucumber
hasrisen to 80 per kg (260), french
beans at 2220 (?180-200), ginger at
%400-470(%370), black brinjal at
7100-120(%80), pointed gourd at
%100-120 (80)

Traders said prices of green
vegetables will not soften immedi-
ately as the fields are inundated
with water.

Supply Snags »» 11
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“The arrivals have improved on
Friday. Nearly 115 trucks contai-
ning potatoes and onions have
come,” said Rambaran Yadav, a
member of the Delhi Agricultu-
ral Marketing Board.

“The prices will now become
steady. Even the wholesale pri-
ces of tomatoes which had shot
up to Rs 160 per kg have cooled
off.”

The Delhi government has
stopped theentry of commercial
vehicles into the capital after
many areas got flooded as the
water level in the Yamuna brea-
ched 45-year highs. This has

further reduced the supply of
fruits and vegetables, pushing

prices higher.
Retail prices of tomatoes had
soared past Rs 200 per kg in seve-
ral parts of the co-
% disruptions cau-
sed by heavy rains
, in northern India,
up fromabout Rs 30
Traders said there has been a
nearly 30% drop in the supply of
onions coming from Maharash-
traand Karnataka, causingreta-
They said it will take some time
for the prices to stabilise.

untrydue tosupply
amonth previously.
il prices todouble in the capital.
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Prices have spiked because for smaller farmers, growing them makes little monetary sense

Tomayto, Tomaht Tomatl:ers

12009, Volkswagen ranaunique

ad campaign to promote its new

fuel-efficient car: They hired DDB

Stockholm and transformed the

staircase of the Stockholm Met-
ro Station into a ‘piano staircase’, whi-
ch produced musical sounds when pe-
ople used it. People responded to this
environment-friendly energy-saving
fun signal, even though it meant more
hard work. They started avoiding the
escalator:

InIndia, farmersarenodifferent. In
November 2022, the price of tomatoes
in the retail market was hovering aro-
und ¥0akg. Thismeant thatsmalland
marginal growerscould notrecoupthe
farming cost. According to RBI, farm-
ersdonotevenrealise50% of theretail
priceformajor traded crops, suchasto-
mato. The middleman and traders ap-
portion the bulk of what the consumer
pays. The margin between what a far-
mer gets and what a consumer pays
consists of a host of other char-
ges such as commissions,

(APMC) member-
ships fees, weigh-
ing and assaying
charges, loading
and unloading ch-
arges, and trans-

ponded to thiscas-
cading impact of
the price rise by
trying to pass a
new farmlaw. The
argument was, if
there were more
marketswherefar-
mers could buy
and sell their pmduoe it would lead to
pricediscovery forsmalland marginal
farmers, and, at the same time, the re-
tail price would come down. India has
around 260 million people living in po-
verty, and 83% of them are small and
marginal farmers (with less than 2
hectares of landholdingsize).

If farmers are to sell their produce,
they have three options:
P Sell directly to the government. Gol
procures 23 essential food items from
farmers through its agencies, such as
the National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India Limi-
ted (Nafed), at minimum support pri-
ces (MSP), which are higher than the
market price. From the perspective of
tomato growers, this sounds like a go-

od option. However, it

mandi char- ’ isn’t easy to administer
ges, Agricul- Itisn'teasyto MSP for a perishable
tural administer MSP  non-standardised crop

Produce for a perishable like tomato. Unlike rice
Market non- and wheat, which canbe
Commit- standardised stored naturally, tomato-
tee crop like esneed coldstorage.

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

tomato. Unlike
rice and wheat

stored naturally,
tomatoes need
cold storage

Even if Gol agrees to
procure tomatoes at
MSP. these government-
procuring outlets are
not uniformly distribu-
ted, with almost 70-80%
rice and wheat procure-
ment done from Punjab,
¥ Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
and Andhra Pradesh.
Theseare the states whe-
remostof the cold stora-

that can be

Let them eat other soups

geunitsare concentrated.
» Farmers take their produce toanear-
by government-designated mandi, whe-
rethey canauction produce tothemidd-
lemen in front of state officers. To do
that, they must store their perish-
able stocks in cold storage.
Predominantly, tomato-gro-
wing states such as Karnata-
ka, Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh have relatively few-
ercold storage units. Even if
a farmer is lucky to get ac-
cess to cold storage, he needs
to book a minimum quantity
of 50,000 quintals for his pro-
duce, something not possible for a mar-
ginal farmer: Nearly 20% of India’s to-
matoes are wasted for want of storage.
P Farmers can take the produce to the
local mandi directly. But there are only
7,700 mandis, against 6,60,000 villages.
This means a farmer must arrange for
transport, which again may notbeafea-
sible option given the distance and boo-
king a 400 quintal-capacity truck all for
himself. In India, the average agricultu-
reyield is 2,070 kg per hectare. Marginal
farmers, given their landholding size,
can, atthemost, produce 24 quintals. So,
bookinga truck is not cost-efficient.
Aneasier way outistosell to village-
level aggregators. In most instances,
these marginal farmers are so debt-
ridden that they are obliged to sell the-
ir produce to moneylenders. In India,
only15% of marginal farmers haveac-
cess to formal credit. Most of the time,

theydepend upon mformalsourcesfor
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buymg seeds, fertilisers and other far-
ming needs. The cost difference for lo-
anrates between the formal and infor-
mal sectors varies 30-45% annually.

In the best possible scenario, if a far-
mer takes his produce to a mandi, this
too does not help. The bargaining po-
wer of the farmer is low. Under the
APMC Act, state government officers
are meant to oversee activities related
toauctioning,suchas whether thecom-
modities traded are homogenous inqu-
ality and the markets are equipped
with basic infrastructure for taking
correct weights and making payments.
However, these middlemen form a car-
tel and offer a substantially lower price
tothe farmers during theauction.

The argument behind the farm law
was that the reform in the APMC Act
would allow farmers and middlemen
totrade in markets in addition toman-

dis. So long, it was the state govern-
ments that were in the business of

_Farmers do not even realise
50% of the retail price for
major traded crops, such as
tomato. Middlemen and
traders apportion the bulk of
what the consumer pays

regulating mandis. If additio-
nal markets for trading are crea-
ted, the bargaining power of the
middlemen islikely tofall, and thefar-
mers will benefit. It is to be noted that
it was because of the pressure from
the middlemen and big traders (some
of whom are also state-level party
workers and politicians) that Gol re-
pealed the farm law:

The present rise in tomato prices is
purely how marginal farmers reacted
to the ‘not-so-fun’ price ‘signal’ they fa-
ced last November. When they realised
that the price was abysmally low;, and
therisk of pre-monsoonrainfall playing
spoilsporthigh, it was natural for them
to grow other weather-resistant crops,
suchasmillets, jowarand soybean. To-
mato prices have shot up because of lo-
wer supply and market imperfection.

Theuwriteris professor; Schoolof Manage-
ment, Mahindra University, Hyderabad
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Tomato Prices Drop but Green Veggies to Stay Firm

Any immediate relief in household food costs unlikely evenas govt move improves supply of kitchen staple

Sutanuka.Ghosal
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Wholesale tomato prices
eased in the national capital after
the government stepped in to
ensure thearrival of fresh suppli-
esfrom Karnataka, butother
vegetables have become dearer
followingdisruptions, signalling
continued pressure on household
food costs.

InDelhi’s key Azadpur mandi,
the wholesale price of tomatoes
was hovering at Rs 80-100 per kg,
traders said Friday, compared
with Rs 160 per kg at the peak last
week.

The Centreon
ted the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federa-
tion (Nafed)and the National
Cooperative Consumers Federa-
tion (NCCF) to get tomatoes from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnatakaand
Maharashtra for distribution in

direc-

ajor ion centres where
retail prices have spiked.
Thearrival of tomatoes from
Bengaluru has increased in Delhi.
Ashok Kaushik, president of
Azadpur Tomato Association, said
on Friday that 16-17 tomato trucks
hadarrived, which will help

as truck movement eases
e VTS
Water is receding on

highways, facilitating
truck movement

Mixed Bag

Tomato prices at
wholesale level fall to

280-110 per kg

increase supply.

Most vegetable pricesare up in
the capital.

“Bottle gourd is beingsold at Rs
70 per kg (up from Rs 50 last week),
capsicum at Rs 80 per kg (Rs 65 per
kg), bitter gourd at Rs 65(Rs 50),
green coriander at Rs 500 (Rs 400

L AC I Traders say that it

ELlUUERE will take some more
LU time to stabilise prices

and NCCF inundated with water

per kg),lady’s finger at 130 (Rs
100)," said Manoj Dahiya, a vege-
table shop owner in Delhi’s Vasant
Vihar. “The price of green cucum-

ber has risen to Rs 80 per kg (Rs 60),

french beans at Rs 220 (Rs 180-200),
ginger at Rs 400-470 (Rs 370), black
brinjal at Rs100-120 (Rs 80), poin-
ted gourd at Rs 100-120 (Rs 80)."

Traders said prices of green
vegetables will not soften immedi-
ately as the fields are inundated
ith water.

“Thearrivals have improved on
Friday. Nearly 115 trucks contai-
ning potatoes and onions have
come,” said Rambaran Yadav,a
member of the Delhi Agricultural
Marketing Board.

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Downloaded from

SAMV:-D

English
Sutanuka Ghosal
1



Publication
Edition
Date

CCM

n2009, Volkswagen ranaunique

ad campaign to promote its new

fuel-efficient car. They hired DDB

Stockholm and transformed the

staircase of the Stockholm Met-
ro Station into a ‘piano staircase’, whi-
ch produced musical sounds when pe-
ople used it. People responded to this
environment-friendly energy-saving
fun signal, even though it meant more
hard work. They started avoiding the
escalator:

InIndia, farmersarenodifferent. In
November 2022, the price of tomatoes
in the retail market was hovering aro-
und 20akg. Thismeant that smalland
marginal growers could notrecoupthe
farming cost. According to RBI, farm-
ersdonotevenrealise 50% of theretail
priceformajor traded crops, suchasto-
mato. The middleman and traders ap-
portion the bulk of what the consumer
pays. The margin between what a far-
mer gets and what a consumer pays
consists of a host of other char-
ges such as commissions,
mandi char-
ges, Agricul-
tural

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Itisn’t easy to
.~ administer MSP

stored naturally,
tomatoes need
cold storage
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(APMC) member-
ships fees, weigh-
ing and assaying
charges, loading
and unloading ch-
arges, and trans-
portcharges.

In 2021, Gol res-
ponded tothiscas-
cading impact of
the price rise by
trying to pass a
new farmlaw. The
argument was, if
there were more
marketswherefar-
mers could buy
and sell their produce, it would lead to
pricediscovery forsmalland marginal
farmers, and, at the same time, the re-
tail price would come down. India has
around 260 million people living in po-
verty, and 83% of them are small and
marginal farmers (with less than 2
hectares of landholdingsize).

If farmers are to sell their produce,
they have three options:

» Sell directly to the government. Gol
procures 23 essential food items from
farmers through its agencies, such as
the National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India Limi-
ted (Nafed), at minimum support pri-
ces (MSP), which are higher than the
market price. From the perspective of
tomato growers, this sounds like a go-
od option. However, it
isn’t easy to administer
MSP for a perishable
non-standardised crop

Produce for a perishable like tomato. Unlike rice

Market non- and wheat, which can be

Commit- standardised stored naturally, tomato-
tee crop like esneed coldstorage.

tomato. Unlike  Even if Gol agrees to

rice and wheat Procure tomatoes at

that can be MSP. these government-

procuring outlets are
not uniformly distribu-
ted, with almost 70-80%
rice and wheat procure-
ment done from Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
and Andhra Pradesh.
Theseare the states whe-
remost of the cold stora-

Language
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Page no

Letthem eat other soups

geunitsare concentrated.
» Farmers take their produce toanear-
by government-designated mandi, whe-
rethey canauction produce tothemidd-
lemen in front of state officers. To do
that, they must store their perish-
able stocks in cold storage.
Predominantly, tomato-gro-
wing states such as Karnata-
ka, Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh have relatively few-
er cold storage units. Even if
a farmer is lucky to get ac-
cess to cold storage, he needs
to book a minimum quantity
of 50,000 quintals for his pro-
duce, something not possible for a mar-
ginal farmer: Nearly 20% of India’s to-
matoes are wasted for want of storage.
P Farmers can take the produce to the
local mandi directly. But there are only
7,700 mandis, against 6,60,000 villages.
This means a farmer must arrange for
transport, whichagain may notbeafea-
sible option given the distance and boo-
king a 400 quintal-capacity truck all for
himself. In India, the average agricultu-
reyield is 2,070 kg per hectare. Marginal
farmers, given their landholding size,
can, atthemost, produce 24quintals. So,
bookinga truck is not cost-efficient.
Aneasier way outistosell to village-
level aggregators. In most instances,
these marginal farmers are so debt-
ridden that they are obliged to sell the-
ir produce to moneylenders. In India,
only15% of marginal farmers have ac-
cess to formal credit. Most of the time,
they depend upon informal sourcesfor
¥ R
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ment, Mahindra University, Hyderabad

Prices have spiked because for smaller farmers, growing them makes little monetary sense

Tomayto, Tomto Tomatters

buymg g seeds, fertilisers and other far-
ming needs. The cost difference for lo-
anrates between the formal and infor-
mal sectors varies 30-45% annually.

In the best possible scenario, if a far-
mer takes his produce to a mandi, this
too does not help. The bargaining po-
wer of the farmer is low. Under the
APMC Act, state government officers
are meant to oversee activities related
toauctioning,such as whether the com-
modities traded are homogenous in qu-
ality and the markets are equipped
with basic infrastructure for taking
correct weights and making payments.
However, these middlemen form a car-
tel and offer a substantially lower price
tothefarmersduring the auction.

‘The argument behind the farm law
was that the reform in the APMC Act
would allow farmers and middlemen
totrade in markets in addition to man-

dis. So long, it was the state govern-

ments that were in the business of

Farmers do not even realise
50% of the retail price for
major traded crops, such as
tomato. Middlemen and
traders apportion the bulk of
what the consumer pays

regulating mandis. If additio-
nal markets for trading are crea-
ted, the bargaining power of the
middlemenislikely tofall, and thefar-
mers will benefit. It is to be noted that
it was because of the pressure from
the middlemen and big traders (some
of whom are also state-level party
workers and politicians) that Gol re-
pealed the farm law.

The present rise in tomato prices is
purely how marginal farmers reacted
to the ‘not-so-fun’ price ‘signal’ they fa-
ced last November. When they realised
that the price was abysmally low, and
therisk of pre-monsoonrainfall playing
spoilsporthigh, it wasnatural for them
to grow other weather-resistant crops,
such asmillets, jowar and soybean. To-
mato prices have shot up because of lo-
wer supply and market imperfection.

Thewriterisprofessor, Schoolof Manage-
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