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Shah challenges oppn to MSP debate,
claims rate & procurement have gone up

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: With adequacy
of minimum support price
(MSP) for procurement of
crops invariably beingabone
of contention among stake-
holders, Union home and
cooperation minister Amit
Shah on Friday challenged
the opposition parties to dis-
cuss it wherever and whenev-
er they want todiscuss.
“Somefarmersand opposi-
tion parties want to talk about
MSP. I would like to openly
challenge members of the op-
position parties to discuss it
wherever they want to discuss
as the government is always
ready for this,” said Shah
whileaddressingaconclave on
farmers producer organisa-
tion in the cooperative sector.
Citing example of how the
MSP has been increased sig-
nificantly and procurement
operations have been streng-
thened under the Modi gov-
ernment, he said there has
been an increase of 55% in

Amit Shah said the Modi
government is the first after
Independence that has fixed a
minimum 50% profit over the cost
of production incurred by farmers

MSP of paddy and 51% of MSP
of wheatinthe pastnine years.

He said the present gov-
ernment is the first after in-
dependence that has fixed a
minimum 50% profit over the
cost of production incurred
by farmers.

Referring to procurement
of cropsat MSP, Shah said that
the government has increased
paddy procurement by 88%
which means paddy procure-

ment has been doubled, while
wheat procurement has been
increased by over two-thirds,
that is 72%, in the past nine
years. Thenumber of benefici-
aries has almost doubled dur-
ingthe period, he added.

He also flagged that the
budgetallocation for theagri-
culture sector has increased
by 5.6 times — from Rs 21,000
crore in 2013-14 to Rs 1.15 lakh
crore in 2023-24, saying it
showcases the priority given
by thePrime Ministerand the
government toagriculture.

Shah along with agricul-
ture minister Narendra Singh
Tomar also released an action
plan for formation of 1,100 new
FPOs by primary agricultural
credit societies (PACS) and
urged both FPOs and PACS to
operate in a “hybrid model”
under which around 11,770
FPOs that have already been
set up can link themselves
with PACS through an agree-
ment to provide services to
cooperative members.

FPO is an organisation of

farmer producers that pro-
vides support to small farm-
ers with end-to-end services
coveringalmost all aspects of
cultivation from inputs, tech-
nical services to processing
and marketing. Shah pitched
for linking FPOs with PACS
so that more and more farm-
ers can be benefitted.

Stressing the need for such
linkages, he said,“GDP (Gross
Domestic Product) is very im-
portant for any country. If you
increase GDP through manu-
facturing, the job creation will
not be much. On the other
hand, if you strengthen agri-
culture and allied sectors
through cooperatives, notonly
GDP but jobopportunities will
alsoincrease.”

In addition to existing
FPOs, the government hasset
a target to set up 10,000 FPOs
by 2027-28 under the aegis of
the agriculture ministry. Of
which, the cooperative minis-
try has been given the man-
date to set up 750 FPO and re-
cently another1,100 FPOs.
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Shah’s dare to oppn: Ready

‘1st Govt To Fix Min
50% Profit Over
Cost Of Production’

Times News NETWORK

to discuss MSP at any time

New Delhi: With adequacy of mi-
nimum support price (MSP) for
procurement of crops invariably
being a bone of contention among
stakeholders, Union home and co-
operation minister Amit Shah on
Friday challenged the opposition
parties to discuss it wherever and
whenever they want to discuss.
“Some farmers and opposition
parties want to talk about MSP. [
would like to openly challenge
members of the opposition parties
to discuss it wherever they
want to discuss as the go-
vernment is always ready
for this,” said Shah while
addressing in New Delhi a
conclave on farmers produ-
cer organisation (FPO) in
the cooperative sector.
Citingexample of how the MSP
has been increased significantly
and procurement operations have
been strengthened under the Modi

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

The home minister said there has been an increase of 51% of wheat MSP in 9 years

Pic for

government, he said there has be-
en an increase of 55% in MSP of
paddy and 51% of MSP of wheat in
the past nine years.

He said the present govern-
ment is the first government after
independence which has
fixed a minimum 50% pro-
fit over the cost of produc-
tion incurred by the far-
mers. Referring to procure-
ment of crops at MSP, Shah
said that the government
has increased paddy procurement
by 88% which means paddy procu-
rement has been doubled, while
wheat procurement has been in-
creased by over two-thirds, that is
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72%, in the past nine years.

The number of beneficiaries
has almost doubled during the pe-
riod, he added. He also flagged that
the budget allocation for the agri-
culture sector has increased by 5.6
times—from Rs 21,000 crore in
2013-14 to Rs 1.15 lakh crore in 2023-
24, sayingitshowcasesthepriority
given by the PM and the govern-
ment to agriculture. Shah along
withagricultureminister Narend-
ra Singh Tomar also released an
action plan for formation of 1,100
new FPOsby primary agricultural
credit societies (Pacs) and urged
both FPOs and Pacs to operate ina
“hybrid model”.
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leady to discuss MSP
Issue anytlme. Shah

Challenges Oppn
Parties For
Discussion

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: With adequacy of mini-
mum support price (MSP) for pro-
curement of crops invariably being
a bone of contention among stake-
holders, Union home and coopera-
tion minister Amit Shah on Friday
challenged the opposition parties to
discuss it wherever and whenever
they want todiscuss.

“Some farmers and opposition
parties want to talk about MSP. [
would like to openly challenge mem-
bers of the opposition parties to dis-
cuss it wherever they want to dis-
cuss as the government is always
ready for this,” said Amit Shah
while addressing here a conclave on
farmers producer organisation
(FPO) in the cooperative sector.

Citing example of how the MSP
has been increased significantly
and procurement operations have
been strengthened under the Modi
government, he said there has been
an increase of 55% in MSP of paddy
and 51% of MSP of wheat in the past
nine years. Shah said the present
government is the first government
after independence which has fixed
aminimum 50% profit over the cost
of production incurred by the farm-
ers.

Referring to procurement of
crops at MSP, Shah said that the gov-
ernment has increased paddy pro-
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Umon home mnmster Amit Shah wnth agnculture mlmster Narendra Smgh Tomar
and minister of state for cooperation B L Verma at the PACS conclave on Friday

curement by 88% which means pad-
dy procurement has been doubled,
while wheat procurement has been
increased by over two-thirds, that is
72%, in the past nine years. The
number of beneficiaries has almost
doubled during the period, he add-
ed.

Shah also flagged that the budget
allocation for the agriculture sector
hasincreased by 5.6times —fromRs
21,000 crore in 201314 to
Rs 1.15 lakh crore in 2023-24, saying
that it showcases the priority given
by the Prime Minister and the gov-
ernment toagriculture.

Shah, along with agriculture
minister Narendra Singh Tomar; al-
soreleased an action plan for forma-
tion of 1,100 new FPOs by primary
agricultural credit societies (PACS)
and urged both FPOs and PACS to
operate in a “hybrid model” under
which around 11,770 FPOs that have
already been set up can link them-
selves with PACS through an agree-
ment to provide services to coopera-

tive members.

FPO is an organisation of farm-
er producers that provides support
to small farmers with end-to-end
servicescovering almost all aspects
of cultivation from inputs, technical
services to processing and market-
ing. Shah pitched for linking FPOs
with PACS so that more and more
farmers can be benefitted.

He said,“GDP (Gross Domestic
Product) is very important for any
country. If you increase GDP
through manufacturing, the job cre-
ation will not be much. On the other
hand, if you strengthen agriculture
and allied sectors through coopera-
tives, not only GDP but job opportu-
nities will also increase.”

In addition to existing FPOs, the
government has seta target toset up
10,000 FPOs by 2027-28 under the ae-
gis of the agriculture ministry. Of
which, the cooperative ministry has
been given the mandate to set up 750
FPO and recently another 1,100
FPOs.
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Shah challenges oppn to discuss MSP

‘65% Hike In
Paddy MSP
In9 Years’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: With adequacy
of minimum support price
(MSP) for procurement of
crops invariably being a bone
of contention among stake-
holders, Union home and

cooperation minister Amit
Shah on Friday challenged
the opposition parties to dis-
cuss it wherever and whenev-
er they want to discuss.
“Some farmers and oppo-
sition parties want to talk
about MSP. I would like to
openly challenge members of
the opposition parties to dis-
cuss it wherever they want to
discuss as the government is
always ready for this,” said
Shah while addressing herea
conclave on farmers pro-
ducer organisation (FPO) in

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Union home minister Amit Shah
speaks at the National Mega
Conclave on FPO on Friday

the cooperative sector.
Citingexample of how the

MSP has been increased

significantly and procure-

ment operations have been
strengthened under the Modi
government, he said there
has been an increase of 55%
in MSP of paddy and 51% of
MSP of wheat in the pastnine
years. He said the present

government is the first
government after
independence which has

fixed a minimum 50% profit
overthe costof productionin-
curred by the farmers.
Referring to procurement
of crops at MSP, Shah said
that the government has in-
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creased paddy procurement
by 88% which means paddy
procurement has been dou-
bled, while wheat procure-
ment has been increased by
over two-thirds, that is 72%,
in the past nine years. The
number of beneficiaries has
almost doubled during the pe-
riod, headded.

He also flagged that the
budget allocation for the agri-
culture sector has increased
by 5.6 times — from Rs 21,000
crore in 2013-14 to Rs 1.15 lakh
crore in 2023-24.
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Ready to discuss MSP
anytime, anywhere: Shah

Times News NETwoRk

New Delhi: With adequacy of min-
imum support price (MSP) for pro-
curement of crops invariably be-
ing a bone of contention among
stakeholders, Union home and
cooperation minister Amit Shah
on Friday challenged the opposi-
tion parties to discuss it wherever
and wheneverthey want todiscuss.
“Some farmers and opposition
parties want to talk about MSP. I
would like to openly challenge
members of the opposition parties
to discuss it wherever they want to
discuss as the government is al-
ways ready for this,” said Shah
while addressing here a conclave
on farmers producer organisation
(FPO) in the cooperative sector.
Citing example of how the MSP
has been increased significantly
and procurement operations have
been strengthened under the Modi
government, hesaid therehasbeen
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Union minister Amit Shah speaks at the
National Mega Conclave on FPO in New
Delhi on Friday

an increase of 55% in MSP of pad-
dy and 51% of MSP of wheat in the
pastnine years.

Hesaid the present government
is the first government after inde-
pendence which has fixed a mini-
mum 50% profit over the cost of
production incurred by the farm-
ers.

Referring to procurement of
crops at MSP, Shah said that the
government has increased paddy
procurement by 88% which means
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paddy procurement has been dou-
bled, while wheat procurement has
been increased by over two-thirds,
that is 72%, in the past nine years.
The number of beneficiaries has
almost doubled during the period,
he added. He also flagged that the
budget allocation for the agricul-
ture sector has increased by 5.6
times — from Rs 21,000 crore in
2013-14 to Rs 1.15 lakh crore in 2023-
24, saying it showcases the priority
given by the Prime Minister and
the government toagriculture.
Shah along with agriculture
minister Narendra Singh Tomar
alsoreleased an action plan for for-
mation of 1,100 new FPOs by pri-
mary agricultural credit societies
(PACS) and urged both FPOs and
PACS to operate in a “hybrid mod-
el” under which around 11,770
FPOs that have already been set up
can link themselves with PACS
through an agreement to provide
services to cooperative members.
—
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eady to discuss MSP

Challenges
Oppn Parties
For Discussion

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: With adequacy
of minimum support price
(MSP) for procurement of
crops invariably being a bone
of contention among stake-
holders, Union home and
cooperation minister Amit
Shah on Friday challenged
the opposition parties to dis-
cuss it wherever and whenev-
erthey want todiscuss.
“Some farmers and oppo-
sition parties want to talk
about MSP. T would like to
openly challenge members of

y
Amit Shah at the National Mega Conclave in New Delhi on Friday

the opposition parties to dis-
cuss it wherever they want to
discuss as the government is
always ready for this,” said
AmitShah whileaddressinga
conclave onfarmers producer
organisation (FPO) in the
cooperative sector.

Citing example of how
the MSP has been increased

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

significantly and procure-
ment operations have been
strengthened under the Modi
government, he said there
has been an increase of 55%
in MSP of paddy and 51% of
MSP of wheat in the past
nine years. Shahsaid the pre-
sent government is the first
government after independ-
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anytime: Shah

ence which has fixed a mini-
mum 50% profit over the cost
of production incurred by
the farmers.

Referringtoprocurement
of crops at MSP, Shah said
that the government has in-
creased paddy procurement
by 88% which means paddy
procurement has been dou-
bled, while wheat procure-
ment has been increased by
over two-thirds, that is 72%,
in the past nine years. The
number of beneficiaries has
almost doubled during the
period, he added.

Shah also flagged that the
budget allocation for the
agriculture sector has in-
creased by 5.6 times — from
Rs 21,000 crore in 2013-14 to
Rs 1.15 lakh crore in 2023-24,
saying it showcases the pri-

Downloaded from

ority given by the Prime Min-
ister and the government to
agriculture. Shah, along
with agriculture minister
Narendra Singh Tomar, also
released an action plan for
formation of 1,100 new FPOs
by primary agricultural
credit societies (PACS) and
urged both FPOs and PACS to
operate in a “hybrid model”
under which around 11,770
FPOs that have already been
set up can link themselves
with PACS through an agree-
ment to provide services to
cooperative members.

FPO is an organisation of
farmer producers that pro-
vides support to small farm-
ers with end-to-end services.
Shah pitched forlinking FPOs
with PACS so that more farm-
ers can be benefitted.
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Amit Shah addresses the 42
Foundation Day of NABARD

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
addressed the 42" Foundation
Day function of NABARD as
the chief guest at Pragati Maid-
an. On this occasion, Shah also
distributed Micro-ATM cards to
milk societies and RuPay Kisan
Credit cards to the members of
these societies. Many dignitaries
including Minister of State for
Finance Dr Bhagwat Kishanrao
Karad, Secretary, Ministry of Co-
operation, Gyanesh Kumar and
Chairman NABARD KV Shaji
were also present. In his address,
he said that India which has about

65 percent rural population can-
not be imagined without NAB-
ARD. NABARD has worked as
the backbone of country’s rural
economy, infrastructure, agricul-
ture, cooperative institutions and
self-help groups of this country
for last four decades. Along with
this, agricultural economy, which
1s considered to be the soul of the
rural economy, is also growing
very rapidly and in the agricultur-
al economy, co-operative sector
is connected in such a way that it
cannot be separated. It has played
a huge role in helping SHGs.
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Shah: Farmer cooperatives will boost economy, jobs

Union Minister Amit shah at the National Seminar 2023 on
FPO in New Delhi on Friday. Prem Nath Pandey

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 14

AGRICULTURE, ANIMAL hus-
bandry and fisheries sectors are
the backbone of the country’s
economy and strengthening
them will strengthen the coun-
try’s economy, Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit Shah
said on Friday.

Addressing the National
Mega Conclave on Farmer
Producer Organisations (FPO) in

the cooperative sector, Shah said
the three sectors together make
up 18 per centof India’s GDP, but
are never discussed in the coun-
try. Unlike manufacturing, if agri-
culture, animal husbandry and
fisheries sectors are strength-
ened through cooperatives, then
employment opportunities will
increase along with the GDP, he
said.

Onthe occasion, Shahalsore-
leased anaction plan for the for-
mation of 1,100 new FPOs by
Primary Agricultural Credit
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Societies (PACS). The event was
attended by Union Minister for
Agriculture Narendra Singh
Tomar, Union Minister of State for
Cooperation B L Verma,
Cooperation Secretary Gyanesh
Kumar, Agriculture Secretary
Manoj Ahuja and other officials.

Shah said a new hybrid
model should be designed so
thatacomplete system for infor-
mation exchange, profit sharing
and marketing based on the
arrangement between PACS and
FPOs can be put in place.
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Shah says FPOs key to
strengthening GDP rise

New Delhi, July 14:
Cooperation minister
Amit Shah on Friday said
the contribution of agri-
culture and allied sectors
to the country’s GDP can
further be enhanced by
strengthening marketing,
for which farmer produc-
er organisations (FPOs)
are the key.

Addressing a conclave
here, the minister said
agriculture can become a
profitable venture if mod-
ern technology and mar-
keting methods are adopt-
ed. Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS)
and FPOs can help in this
endeavour.

He urged both FPOs and
PACS to operate in a
“hybrid model” under
which around 11,770 FPOs
that have already been set
up can link themselves
with PACS through an
agreement to provide
services to cooperative
members. Existing 65,000~
odd PACS can begin oper-
ating as FPOs.

Stressing the need to
work in a hybrid model,
Shah said, “GDP (Gross
Domestic Produce) is very
important for any country.
If you increase GDP

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

through manufacturing,
the job creation will not
be much. If you strength-
en agriculture and allied
sector through coopera-
tives, not only GDP but job
opportunities will also
increase.”

Although agriculture
and allied sectors are con-
tributing about 17.5-18 per
cent to the country’s GDP,
higher than other sectors,
the situation of farmers is
not as good as the people
engaged in the services
sector, he said.

To improve the farmers’
living conditions as good
as those engaged in the
service sector, “we need to
accept FPOs,” he said.

FPO is an organisation
of farmer producers that
provides support to small
farmers with end-to-end
services covering almost
all aspects of cultivation
from inputs, technical
services to processing and
marketing.

In addition to existing
FPOs, the government has
set a target to set up 10,000
FPOs by 2027-28 under the
aegis of the agriculture
ministry.

Of which, the coopera-
tive ministry has been
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given the mandate to set
up 750 FPO and recently
another 1,100 FPOs.

Asserting that PACS and
FPOs are a new begin-
ning, Shah said it is neces-
sary to adopt modern
technologies and market-
ing tools in order to make
farming profitable at a
time when 85 per cent of
the farmers are small and
marginal with less than
one hectare farm land.

He said a committee had
suggested FPOs in 2003
during the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee government but
it was kept in cold storage.
It was Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who
decided to promote FPOs
to further boost the farm
and allied sectors.

“FPOs have benefitted a
lot to the farmers. But in
the cooperatives sector,
FPOs and their benefits
had reached a limited
extent. ...Recently, a deci-
sion was taken to set up
1,100 FPOs through
PACs,” he said and urged
PACS to take advantage of
FPOs.

If PACS are strength-
ened as FPOs, it will bene-
fit the cooperative sector,
he added. — PTI
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Shah stresses on using modern

agri methods to attract youth

" PIONEER NEWS SERVICE =
NEW DELH

nion . Home and

Cooperation Minister.

Amit Shah has emphasised
the importance of adopting
modern methods of agricul-

* ture to attract youth and ensure

the prosperity of marginal
farmers. He also highlighted
the: role of Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS) and Farmers Produce

“Organisations (FPOs) as viable
tools for agricultural transfor-
" mation.

Speaking “at a .National

Mega Conclave on PACS as

FPOs' organized by the
Cooperatives
Development 'Corporation
(NCDC), Shah called for a
hybrid model that integrates
PACS and FPOs.
He-suggested designing a
complete system for informa-
tion exchange, profit sharing,
and marketing based on the
collaboration between PACS
and FPOs. “It is crucial to
instill confidence in the 12
crore farmers of the nation that

agriculture is a profitable busi-
ness and should be practiced in
a modern way with proper
marketing. This will not only
increase agricultural produc’
tion but also contribute to the
GDP,’ Shah stated.

He emphasized the need to
revive and advance the coop-
erative movement in India,
particularly in the agricultur-
al sector. Strepgthening agri-
culture, animal husbandry, and
fisheries through cooperatives

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

would not only boost employ-
ment opportunities but also
contribute to the GDP. Shah
acknowledged the steps taken
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for the welfare and pros-

perity of farmers, including the

promotion of FPOs. He men-
tioned the scheme ‘'Formation
and Promotion of 10,000
FPOs' launched in 2021 to sup-
port the sector.

“The Ministry of *
Agriculture and Farmers

Welfare has allocated - addi-
tional blocks to NCDC to
form and promote 1100 FPOs
in the cooperative sector
thmugh strengthening of
PACS.

PACS should i mcreasmg-

ly transform into FPOs with.

the assistance of NCDC and
District Cooperative Banks.
There is no limitation on PACS.
conveiting to' FPOs;” Shah
explained, while discussing
various measures taken by the
government to encoura}gle

. cooperatives to thrive in the
1 open market.

Integrating PACS into the
FPO scheme will enable them
to expand their business in the
areas of supply of production
inputs, agricultural equipment,
and processing. Additionally,
PAGS will be able to undertake
high-income generating activ-
ities such as bee-keeping and
mushroom cultivation.

Under the FPOs.Schenie,
each FPO receives financial
assistance of Rs. 33 lakh, with
*an additional Rs. 25 lakh pro-
vided to Cluster Based

Business _ Organizations’
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(C$BOs) for promoting and

supporting FPOs. Union
Minister o Agnculture and
Farmers Welfare Narendra
Singh Tomar, Union Minister
of State for Cooperation BL
Verma, and officials from the
Ministries of Cooperation and

‘Agriculture and Farmers

Welfare were present at the
event, along with representa-
tives from PACS and FPOs
across the country.

“Shah emphasized that if
PACS transition into FPOs, all
farmers associated with PACS
will benefit. from the FPO
model. He highlighted the
potential of FPOs formed
through PACS in_ uplifting
farmers' prosperity.

- To support the segment,

Ithe government has prqvided

loans of over Rs. 127 crore to
FPOs, in addition to Rs. 6,900
crore. Notably, 922 FPOs have
been formed for work related
to forest produce in tribal dis-
tricts. Shah praised the states
of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, and
Punjab for their excellent work
in the field of FPOs.
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Shah releases plan to rev up
farm bodies through co-ops

AMIT MUKHERJEE @ New Delhi

IN A bid to strengthen the coun-
try’s farming sector, the gov-
ernment on Friday released an
action plan for formation of
1,100 new Farmer Producer Or-
ganisations (FPO). The FPOs
are entities collectively formed
by farmers, enabling them to
pool in resources and improve
their produces and profits.

The plan was released by Un-
ion Home Minister Amit Shah
during the inaugural session of
the day-long mega conclave
‘Strengthening PACS (primary
agricultural credit society)
through FPOs’, organised by
the National Cooperative De-
velopment Corporation, in col-
laboration with the Union Min-
istry of Cooperation in the
national capital.

In his address, the home min-
ister said that “in such a large
country, where about 65 crore
people are engaged in agricul-
ture, it has become very essen-
tial to revive the cooperative
movement, modernise it, bring
transparency in it and aim to
achieve new heights.”

Shah said in the field of agri-
culture and rural development,
every person can be made pros-
perous only through coopera-
tive movements. He further
said that it does not matter
whether one has capital or not,
“but if one has the courage and

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Union home minister Amit Shah addresses the national mega conclave on

‘Strengthening PACS through FPOs’ in New Delhi on Friday | i

passion to work hard and the
ability to take oneself forward,
then the cooperative movement
is a great medium to make
those who lack capital
prosperous.”

According to Shah, the Modi
government has taken ade-
quate initiatives to extend sup-
port at every level — from the
production to marketing the
products — for the FPOs made
through PACS. These FPOs
have the highest potential to
make farmers prosperous, and
all associated ministries will
work together with the mantra
of three-pronged rural develop-
ment and prosperity through
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PACS, FPOs and self-help
groups, Shah asserted.

“We have to move away from
traditional methods and adopt
modern methods of agricul-
ture with time to make the
country’s marginal farmers
prosperous, and PACs’ FPO is
the beginning of this,” the min-
ister added.

The initiative covers econom-
ic activities based on agricul-
ture, animal husbandry and
fisheries that are the backbone
of the Indian economy. These
three sectors make up 18 per
cent of India’s GDP today, boost-
ing them means boosting the
country’s economy, he said.

English
Amit Mukherjee
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Farmer cooperatives will
boost economy, jobs: Shah

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 14

COOPERATION MINISTER
AMIT Shah on Friday said the
contribution of agriculture
and allied sectors to the coun-
try’s GDP can further be
enhanced by strengthening
marketing, for which farmer
producer organisations (FPOs)
are the key.

Addressing a conclave here,
the minister said agriculture
can become a profitable ven-
ture if modern technology and
marketing methods are
adopted. Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS) and
FPOs can help in this endeav-
our.

He urged both FPOs and
PACS to operate in a "hybrid
model" under which around
11,770 FPOs that have already
beensetup canlinkthemselves
with PACS through an agree-
ment to provide services to
cooperative members. Existing
65,000-odd PACS can begin
operatingas FPOs.Stressing the
need toworkinahybrid model,
Shahsaid:"GDP (Gross Domes-
tic Produce) is very important
for any country. If you increase
GDP through manufacturing,
the job creation will not be
much. If you strengthen agri-
culture and allied sector
through cooperatives, not only
GDP but job opportunities will
alsoincrease."Althoughagricul-
ture and allied sectors are con-
tributing about 17.5-18 per
cent to the country's GDP,
higher than other sectors, the
situation of farmers is not as
good as the people engaged in
the services sector, he said.

To improve the farmers'liv-

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Union Minister Amit shah at the National Seminar 2023 on
FPO in New Delhi on Friday. premnatHpanpey

ing conditions as good as those
engaged in the service sector,
"we need to accept FPOs," he
said.

FPO is an organisation of
farmer producers that provides
support to small farmers with
end-to-end services covering
almostallaspects of cultivation
from inputs, technical services
to processing and marketing.

Inadditiontoexisting FPOs,
thegovernment hassetatarget
tosetup 10,000 FPOsby 2027-
28 under the aegis of the agri-
culture ministry. Of which, the
cooperative ministry has been
giventhemandatetosetup 750
FPOandrecentlyanother1,100
FPOs. Asserting that PACS and
FPOsareanewbeginning,Shah
said it is necessary to adopt
modern technologiesand mar-
keting tools in order to make
farming profitable at a time
when 85% of the farmers are
small and marginal with less
than one hectare farmland.

He said a committee had
suggested FPOsin 2003 during
theAtal BihariVajpayee govern-
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ment but it was kept in cold
storage. It was Prime Minister
Narendra Modiwho decided to
promote FPOs to further boost
the farm and allied sectors.

“FPOs have benefitted a lot
to the farmers. But in the coop-
eratives sector, FPOs and their
benefits had reached a limited
extent. ...Recently, a decision
was taken to set up 1,100 FPOs
through PACs," he said and
urged PACS to takeadvantage of
FPOs.If PACS are strengthened
as FPOs,itwill benefit the coop-
erative sector,he added.

The minister said there are
several types of FPOs -- the one
run by individuals, partner-
ships, companies and now
PACs.But FPOs formed by PACS
are more capable to provide
benefits to farmers as com-
pared to FPOs set up byindivid-
uals, companies and partner-
ships."PACS,FPOsand Self Help
Groups"are the three organisa-
tions which will help in achiev-
ing agriculture growth and
rural developmentin future, he
added.

English
PTI
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@ 'FPOs KEY TO AGRI GROWTH'

Amit Shah, cooperation minister

Agriculture can become a profitable venture if
modern technology and marketing methods are
adopted. Primary Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS) and FPOs can help in this endeavour.
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FPOs should work with
village co-operatives: Shah

| ]
Our Bureau
New Delhi

Co-operation Minister Amit
Shah on Friday asked farmer
producer organisations
(FPOs) to adopt a hybrid
model by linking themselves
with Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS)
through  agreement to
provide services to the mem-
bers of the co-operatives.

Addressing a conclave in
Delhi, Shah said, “I want to
urge those  11,000-odd
already set up FPOs that you
continue to operate as FPOs.
But link yourself with one or
two PACS and work in a hy-
brid model. If you do so, it
will bring miracles in PACS.”
FPOs can have an agreement
with PACS to provide ser-
vices to farmers who are
members of the cooperative,
he added.

Shah asked National Co-

operative Development
Council and officials of the
Co-operation ministry to fi-
nalise a draft agreement in
this regard to help PACS and
FPOs getintoagreements for
sharing information, market-
ing and profit.

‘PROFITABLE VENTURE’
The minister also said that
agriculture can become a
profitable venture if modern
technology is adopted. He
stressed on the need to
strengthen marketing and
said FPOs can help further
enhance the contribution of
agriculture and allied sectors
to the country’s GDP.

“If you increase GDP
through manufacturing, the
job creation will not be much.
If you strengthen agriculture
and allied sector through co-
operatives, not only GDP but
job opportunities will also in-
crease,” he said.
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