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LS passes bills
on bio-diversity
& multi-state
co-op societies

New Delhi: Amid the din cre-
ated by opposition protests
over the ongoing Manipur
strife, Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed The Biological Diver-
sity(Amendment) Billand the
Multi-State Cooperative So-
cieties (Amendment) Bill.

Union minister for cooper-
ation Amit Shah said the coop-
erativesbill will strengthen the
cooperative societies by intro-
ducing transparency in their

5 functioning and
ensuringregular
8 elections, and
will increase
profits made by
multi-state coop-

28| eratives. He said
the previous governments had
neglected the cooperatives sec-
tor, but Prime Minister Naren-
draModi initiated a new era of
cooperatives revival, starting
with the creation of anew min-
istry dedicated to the sector.

Union minister for envi-
ronment, forest and climate
change Bhupender Yadavsaid
that the bio-diversity bill is
crucial in view of climate
change, desertification and
ecological imbalance.

On the cooperatives bill,
Shah said a new Election Au-
thority will implement electo-
ralreformstoconduct fairelec-
tions in cooperative societies,
and it will be on the lines of the
Election Commission. He said
thenew provision will stopgov-
ernment interference in elec-
tions of cooperatives. Talking
about provisions introducing
discipline, Shah said the chair-
man, vice-chairman and mem-
bers of the cooperatives com-
mittees will be required to call
board meetings every three
months. He said reservations
are being introduced to ensure
election of SC, ST and woman
in the cooperatives. Tnn
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LS clears cooperative
societies bill amid din

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabha on
Tuesday passed the Multi-States
Cooperative Societies (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2022, through a voice
vote amid protests by the Oppo-
sition over the situation in vio-
lence-hit Manipur.

Union home minister Amit
Shah, who also holds the cooper-
ation portfolio, moved the draft
legislation as soon as the Lower
House reassembled at 5pm after
an adjournment, following
which a couple of members from
the ruling coalition spoke in
what was to be a short discus-
sion. No Opposition member
spoke on the bill.

The bill is part of a broader
push by the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment to modernise the coun-
try’s 115-year-old cooperative
sector, and will pave the way for
setting up two national-level
cooperatives backed by the
Union government. The Union
cabinet had in October approved
the Multi-State Cooperative Soci-
eties (Amendment) Bill, 2022,
which amends the Multi-State
Cooperative Societies Act, 2002.

“I am introducing a very
important bill today. It aims to
bring a new work culture and rev-
olutionary changes in the cooper-

SHAH SAYS THE
BILL AIMS TO
BRING NEW WORK
CULTURE AND
REVOLUTIONARY
CHANGLES IN

THE SECTOR

ative sector,” Shah said. “Since
independence, the cooperative
sector has played an important
role in the economy, but has suf-
fered due to lack of attention from
the central government.”

Shah, who spoke for nearly 50
minutes, laid out the broad objec-
tives of the bill, which was pre-
ceded by short speeches on new
provisions in the bill by two Bhar-
atiya Janata Party members.

BJP MP Manoj Kishorbhai
Kotak thanked Modi for creatinga
separate ministry for cooperation.
“New check and balances pro-
vided for the bill will strengthen
cooperatives, bring transparency
and root out corruption as well as
politicalinfluence,” he said.

The bill sought to promote
“equity and inclusiveness with
provisions relating to representa-
tion of women and Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe members
on the board of multi-state co-
operative societies”, Shah said.
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Congress

AMID DEMANDS FOR DEBATE ON MANIPUR, RULING SIDE RAISES RAJASTHAN, CHHATTISGARH

Day 4: Some Bills, voice vote & war of words

Goyal hits back at
Opp: Don’t politicise

NEW DELHI JULY 25

THE DEMAND by Opposition
dal-

“Crimeagainstwomen, disre-
spectof nd childrenin
anypartof the countryis of grave
concern. There must be discus-
sions. Don'tpoliticiseit.” hesaid.

low discussions on the violence
in Manipur, and that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi make a
statement on the floor of the
Houseonthe matter,carried over

Home Minister and senior
Congress leader P Chidambaram
said, “In your opening remarks
yousaid rule267 willtake prece-
denceovereveryotherrule...You
received 51

Amid the din, Lok Sabha
passed The Biological Diversity
(Amendment) Bill and was sub-
sequently adjourned until2 pm. It
‘metsubsequently,and passed the
Multi-State Cooperative Societies
(Amendment) Bill, which seeks

by

267today.

outand start discussions on 176,
‘which are older motions? The
discussions on 267 must take

Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge said, “When
50 many people, so many repre-

i notices un-

making their functioning more
transparent.

Piloting the Bill, Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah said provi-

der rule 267 for so many days,
why are discussions not being
held? Thisisnotthe irsttimethis
has happened in the House. In
2016,

eraforthesector,which hasbeen
ignored by the previous govern-
ments. The Bill was later ap-

. accepted
rule 267 and allowed discus-
sions.”

Goyal, in-

proved by
tera short discussion in which
only three members partici-

pated.,
Rajya Sabha was adjourned
- A wasd

“If you had any sympathy for
‘women,youwould allow thisdis-
cussion,”the Union minister sai
addressing the Opposition

I occasions.

the day. Opposition demands

“The Home Minister has already

ently countered by~ assured that a discussion on
demands from the Treasury ~Manipurwilltake place. When he
benchesfordiscussi , doodh ka
againstwomeninotherstates,es- doodh, paani ka paani hojayega
pecially in Rajasthan and  (thingswill beclear).
Chhattisgarh —both poll-bound Raisingapointoforder under
and both governed by the rule238(4),RID's Manojjhasaid,
Congress. “The Leader of the House keeps
In the moming, proceedings  repeatingthat Chhattisgarh and

began with Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar announcing that he
had received 51 notices under
rule 267 for suspension of
Question Hour in favour of dis-
cussions on Manipur, and three
‘notices under rule 176, whichen-
tails short discussion, for discus-
sionson crimeagainstwomenin
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh.
Dhankhar accepted that TMC's
Derek O'Brien was “right” innot-

Rajasthan be discussed, but this
is not the same as discussing
Manipur. There is no genocidal
impact in these states, but here
(inManipur)thereis genocidalin-
tent.”

Pointing toa precedent on
rule 267, AAP's Raghav Chaddha
said that on August 17, 2012,
when there was a demand in
Rajya Sabha for suspension of
business to discuss the issue of

ingthat rule 267 has precedence “migrants from the Northeast in
overrule 176. Amid slogans from  various parts of the country and
Oppositionbenches,Leaderofthe  what they were facing, Question

i jour ‘Thoseat-
emmentis ready for discussions  tackswere farlesserin magnitude

on both issues — on Manipuras
wellas crime against women.

than what is happening in
Manipurnow”  PTINPUTS
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Multi-State
Cooperative
Bill passed
by Lok Sabha

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Multi-State Coopera-
tive Societies (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2023, which
seeks to introduce regular
elections in cooperatives,
was passed by the Lok Sab-
ha on Tuesday.
Introducing the Bill,
Cooperative Minister Amit
Shah said an independent
body on the lines of the
Election Commission will
conduct elections in coop-
eratives, reducing govern-
mental interference.
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Lok Sabha passes Multi-State
Cooperative Societies Bill

The bill seeks to introduce electoral reforms in the cooperative sector

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Lok Sabha on
Tuesday passed the Multi-
State Cooperative Societies
(Amendment) Bill, which seeks
to strengthen cooperatives by
making their functioning more
transparent, introducing a sys-
tem of regular elections and
prohibiting appointment of
related persons.

Piloting the bill, Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah said
the provisions in the bill will
initiate a new era for the sector,
which has been ignored by the
previous governments.

The bill was later approved
by Lok Sabha by voice vote
amid din after a short discus-
sion in which only three mem-
bers participated. The bill seeks
to establish ‘Cooperative Elec-
tion Authority’ with a view to
introduce electoral reforms in
the cooperative sector.

It will consist of a chair-
person, vice-chairperson and
members not exceeding three
to be appointed by the central
government.

Recalling the initiatives
taken by the government to
promote the secor, Shah said
that a national policy on coop-
eratives would be announced
by Diwali (November 12),

Ruling MPs raise their hands in support of Multi-State Co-operative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2022 in Lok
Sabha during the Monsoon session of Parliament, in New Delhi, on Tuesday PTI

which will lay out the blue
print for the sector for the next
25 years.

Last month, a 49-member
committee, headed by former
minister Suresh Prabhu, sub-
mitted the draft new national
cooperation policy along with
key recommendations, to Shah.

The current policy on coop-
eration was formulated in 2002
and a need was felt to draft a
new national policy to deal
with the changed economic
scenario. Therefore, a commit-
tee was formed on September
2,2022, to draft a new policy.

The minister also said that
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anational cooperative database
is being created to map coop-
erative societies and already 95
per cent of the work has been
completed.

The move would help in
better implementation of the
proposed national policy on
cooperatives.

As per the data published
by the NCUI, there are about
8.6 lakh cooperatives in the
country, out of which active
Primary Agricultural Coopera-
tives (PACs) are around 63,000.

In January, the government
had decided to establish three
new multi-state cooperative

SAMV:-D

societies to promote organic
products, seeds and exports.

Shah said the government
has come out with model bye-
laws for cooperative societies
which have been adopted by
all states with the exception of
West Bengal and Kerala.

The government, he said,
has strengthened the PACs by
permitting them to undertake
activities like distribution of
LPG cylinders and operating
Jan Aushadhi Kendras.

As per the statement of
objects and reasons of the bill,
anew clause has been inserted
to set up Cooperative Reha-

The bill seeks

to establish
‘Cooperative
Election Authority’
with a view to
introduce electoral
reforms in the
cooperative sector

bilitation, Reconstruction and
Development Fund for revival
of sick multi-state cooperative
societies.

The bill also provides for
concurrent audit for multi-state
cooperative societies, mech-
anism for redressal of com-
plaints, appointment of one or
more cooperative ombudsman
and cooperative information
officer.

Further, it provides for an
increase in monetary penalties
that will be imposed on these
societies in case of contraven-
tion of the provisions.

Another provision is for fil-
ing of applications, documents,
returns, statements, statement
of accounts in electronic form.

After the passage of the bill,
the House was adjourned for
the day.
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Lok Sabha Passes Multi-State Cooperative Societies (Amendment) Bill

tor, which has been ignored by the pre-
New Delhi: The Lok Sabha on Tuesday passed vious governments. He said that in
the Multi-State Cooperative Societies (Amend- this bill, a provision has been made for the Elec-
ment) Bill, which seeks to strengthen cooperati- tion Authority toimplementelectoral reforms to
ves by making them transparent and introdu- conduct fair elections, and the Authority will be
cing a system of regular elections. Piloting the aspowerful asthe Election Commission and the-
bill, Union Home and Cooperation Minister rewillbenogovernment interferencein it.

Nl Amit Shah said the provisions in the
Our Political Bureau bill will initiate a new era for the sec-
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“In addition, if one-third vacancies are created
in the Board, a provision has been made to hold
elections again for the vacant posts. Along with
this, there are also provisions for discipline in bo-
ard meetings and smooth functioning of coopera-
tive societies. He said that in order to bring trans-
parency in the governance of the cooperative so-
ciety, a provision has been made to give majority
tothe equity shareholders,” the statement read.
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Two Bills
Passed Amid
Opposition
Sloganeering

LS witnesses disruptions
as Oppn continues to
seek prime minister's
statement on Manipur

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: The Lok Sabha passed
two crucial bills — Biological Diver-
sity (Amendment) Bill and Multi-
State Cooperative Societies (Amend-
ment) Bill — amidst Opposition slo-
ganeeringandrepeated disruptions.

The Lok Sabha witnessed disrup-
tionsthroughout theday asthe Opposi-
tion continued to demand a statement
by the PM on Manipur. The House met
at 11 am and the Opposition MPs troo-

ped into the well. As

the Opposition raised

slogans demanding a

statement by the PM,

the Speaker adjour-

ned the House till 2

Inpost-lunch  pm within four minu-

session, Yadav tes. In the post-lunch

requestedthe session, environment

chairthatthe minister Bhupender

Biological Yadav requested the

Diversity chair that the Biologi-

(Amendment) ) Diversity (Amend-

tBaI:(l::u ment) Bill be taken

P up. With the Opposi-

tion raising slogans, the discussion

was drowned out. Yadav said the legis-

lation would help India deal with the

triple crisis of climate change, deserti-

fication and loss of biological resour-
ces that the world was facing.

The Chair adjourned the House aga-
in after the bill was passed. When the
House reassembled, the cooperatives
bill was taken up. Cooperation mini-
ster Amit Shah said the provisions in
the bill will initiate a new era for the
sector: The bill was later approved by
the Lok Sabhaamid din by a voice vote
after a short discussion during which
only three members participated.
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Two Bills
Passed Amid
Opposition
Sloganeering

LS witnesses disruptions
as Oppn continues to
seek prime minister's
statement on Manipur

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: The Lok Sabha passed
two crucial bills— Biological Diver-
sity (Amendment) Bill and Multi-
State Cooperative Societies (Amend-
ment) Bill — amidst Opposition slo-
ganeeringandrepeated disruptions.

The Lok Sabha witnessed disrup-
tionsthroughout the day as the Opposi-
tion continued to demand a statement
by the PM on Manipur: The House met
at 11 am and the Opposition MPs troo-

ped into the well. As

the Opposition raised

slogans demanding a

statement by the PM,

the Speaker adjour-

ned the House till 2

Inpost-lunch  pm within four minu-

session, Yadav tes. In the post-lunch

requestedthe session, environment

chairthatthe minister Bhupender

Yadav r d the

Diversity chair that the Biologi-

(Amendment) .4 Diversity (Amend-

inbe ment) Bill be taken

enum up. With the Opposi-

tion raising slogans, the discussion

was drowned out. Yadav said the legis-

lation would help India deal with the

triple crisis of climate change, deserti-

fication and loss of biological resour-
ces that the world was facing.

The Chair adjourned the House aga-
in after the bill was passed. When the
House reassembled, the cooperatives
bill was taken up. Cooperation mini-
ster Amit Shah said the provisions in
the bill will initiate a new era for the
sector: The bill was later approved by
the Lok Sabhaamid din by a voice vote
after a short discussion during which
only three members participated.
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Lok Sabha passes

Co-op Soci

Our Bureau
New Delhi

The Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed the Multi-State Co-
operative Societies
(Amendment) Bill by voice
vote amid din as Opposition
Members were demanding
discussion on Manipur is-
sue. The Bill seeks to
strengthen governance, re-
form the electoral process,
improve the monitoring
mechanism, and ensure
ease of doing business in
multi-state cooperative
societies.

The Bill was referred to a
Joint Committee of Parlia-
ment in December last year.
Piloting the Bill, Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah
said the provisions in the
Bill will initiate a new era
for the sector which has
been ignored by the previ-
ous governments. The Bill
was approved after a short
discussion during which
only three  members
participated.

Listing out several meas-
ures in the co-operative sec-

cties Bill

tor taken by the govern-
ment after creation of a
separate ministry, Shah said
the Centre has been focus-
sing on poverty eradication
through the help of co-oper-
ative sector.

PROVISIONS

The Bill also aims to im-
prove the composition of
boards and ensure financial
discipline, besides enabling
the raising of funds in the
multi state cooperative so-
cieties. Currently, India has
over 1,500 multi-state co-
operative societies, many of
which in recent years have
been plagued by issues re-
garding trust, with financial
scams shaking the deposit-
ors’ trust.

Besides proposing ‘con-
current audit’, the Bill seeks
to reform the composition
of the board of MSCS; pro-
poses establishment of a
Cooperative Election Au-
thority to bring electoral re-
forms in the sector, and es-
tablishment of the
‘Cooperative  Rehabilita-
tion, Reconstruction and
Development Fund’.
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51150 BRI AR
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bR AGRICT (Fehed ) fadaed
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e AIHT B PRI §
UREHRIT 3 | $9- b1l
3ficieH @I gc1 fHen | 321 del b
AN D T IWAT 9

@sukhchain
Clipped from - Daily Uttam Hindu - Punjab, Chandigarh - 26 July 2023
Read it digitally on the Magzter app
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LS passes bills
on bio-diversity
& multi-state
co-op societies

New Delhi: Amid the din cre-
ated b}f opposition protests
over the ongoing
Manipur strife,
f Lok Sabha on
Tuesday passed
|l The Biological
Diversity
(Amendment)
Bill and the Multi-State Coop-
erative Societies (Amendment)
Bill. Union minister for cooper-
ation Amit Shah said the cooper-
atives bill will strengthen the
cooperative societies by intro-
ducing transparency in their
functioning and ensuring regu-
lar elections, and will increase
profits made by multi-state
cooperatives. He said the previ-
ous governments had neglected
the cooperatives sector, but
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
initiated a new era of coopera-
tives revival, starting with the
creation of a new ministry dedi-
cated to the sector. Tnn
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LS passes bills
on bio-diversity
& co-op societies

New Delhi: Amid the din cre-
ated by opposition protests
over the ongoing Manipur
strife, Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed The Biological Diver-
sity (Amendment) Billand the
Multi-State Cooperative So-
cieties (Amendment) Bill.

Union minister for cooper-
ation AmitShahsaid the coop-
eratives bill will strengthen
the cooperative societies by
introducing transparency in
their functioning and ensur-
ing regular elections, and will
increase profits made by mul-
ti-state  cooperatives. He
claimed no attention was paid
to the cooperative sector in
the last 75 years. Union minis-
ter for environment, forest
and climate change Bhupen-
der Yadav, said the bio-diversi-
ty bill is crucial in view of cli-
mate change, desertification
and ecological imbalance that
are threatening world.
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Multi-State
Cooperative

Bill passed
by Lok Sabha

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Multi-State Coopera-
tive Societies (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2023, which
seeks to introduce regular
elections in cooperatives,
was passed by the Lok Sab-
ha on Tuesday.
Introducing the Bill,
Cooperative Minister Amit
Shah said an independent
body on the lines of the
Election Commission will
conduct elections in coop-
eratives, reducing govern-
mental interference.
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Multi-State
Cooperative
Bill passed

by Lok Sabha

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Multi-State Coopera-
tive Societies (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2023, which
seeks to introduce regular
elections in cooperatives,
was passed by the Lok Sab-
ha on Tuesday.
Introducing the Bill,
Cooperative Minister Amit
Shah said an independent
body on the lines of the
Election Commission will
conduct elections in coop-
eratives, reducing govern-
mental interference.
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Multi-State
Cooperative
Bill passed
by Lok Sabha

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Multi-State Coopera-
tive Societies (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2023, which
seeks to introduce regular
elections in cooperatives,
was passed by the Lok Sab-
ha on Tuesday.
Introducing the Bill,
Cooperative Minister Amit
Shah said an independent
body on the lines of the
Election Commission will
conduct elections in coop-
eratives, reducing govern-
mental interference.

Downloaded from
Internal (for authorised circulation only) SAMVA D



Publication

Edition

Date
CCM

e B,
PRESS INFORMATION B| g
Eic]

The Hindu Language
Kolkata Journalist
26/07/2023 Page no
11.3

Multi-State
Cooperative

Bill passed
by Lok Sabha

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Multi-State Coopera-
tive Societies (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2023, which
seeks to introduce regular
elections in cooperatives,
was passed by the Lok Sab-
ha on Tuesday.
Introducing the Bill,
Cooperative Minister Amit
Shah said an independent
body on the lines of the
Election Commission will
conduct elections in coop-
eratives, reducing govern-
mental interference.
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CO-OP SOCIETIES BILL
AMENDED IN LOK SABHA

Lok Sabha on Tuesday passed the
Multi-State Cooperative Societies
(Amendment) Bill, which seeks to
strengthen cooperatives by
making their functioning more
transparent, introducing a system
of regular elections and banning
appointment of related persons.
The bill seeks to establish a
‘Cooperative Election Authority’ to
introduce electoral reforms in the
sector. It will consist of a
chairperson, vice-chairperson and
members not exceeding three to
be appointed by the Centre.
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Seeking Transparency, LS Passes Multi-State
Cooperative Societies (Amendment) Bill

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: The Lok Sabha on Tuesday pas-
sed the Multi-State Cooperative Societies
(Amendment) Bill, which seeks to streng-
then cooperatives by making them transpa-
rent and introducing a system of regular
elections. Piloting the bill, Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit Shah said the
provisions in the bill will initiate a new era
for the sector, which has been ignored by the
previous governments. He said that in this
bill, a provision has been made for the Elec-
tion Authority to implement electoral re-
forms to conduct fair elections, and the Aut-
hority will be as powerful as the Election
Commission and there will be no govern-
ment interferencein it.

“In addition, if one-third vacancies are cre-

ated in the Board, a provision has been made
to hold elections again for the vacant posts.
Along with this, there are also provisions for
discipline in board meetings and smooth
functioning of cooperative societies. He said
that in order to bring transparency in the go-
vernance of the cooperative socie-
A ty, a provision has been made to gi-
E vemajority to the equity sharehol-
ders,” the statementread.
Shah said that reservation to one
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe and one
woman in the committees has been provided
in this bill which will increase representation
of these sections in the committees.
Provisions have also been made in the bill,
regarding discipline and professionalism
among the membersof thesociety, represen-
tation of weaker and marginalized sections
in the board of directors.
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throughout the day as Opposition

Our Political Bureau

< o
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New Delhi: The Lok Sabha passed two crucial bills —

Biological Diversity (Amendment) Bill and Multi-
Societies (Amendment) Bill —

continued to demand PM's statement
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