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Shah to launch conclave
on strengthening PACS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ®
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation
Amit Shah will inaugurate a
day-long mega conclave in the
national Capital next week,
aimed at spurring the cooper-
ative movement in the country.
The conclave, titled
“Strengthening PACS through
FPOs,” will focus on ways to
enhance the strength of
Primary Agricultural Credit
Societies (PACS) through
Farmer Producer Organisations
(FPOs) to fulfill Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of
“Sahakar se Samriddhi”

The National Cooperative
Development Corporation
(NCDC) will host the con-
clave in collaboration with the
Union Ministry of Cooperation
on July 14, 2023. The event will
witness the participation of a
panel of experts from the sec-
tor and members from FPOs

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

across the country. Recognizing
FPOs as a significant driver of
agricultural transformation, the
Modi Government has under-
taken various initiatives in
recent years to tap into their
potential. These collective enti-
ties formed by farmers are
viewed as crucial for achieving
the goal of a USD 5 trillion
economy.

Under the “Formation and
Promotion of 10,000 FPOs”
scheme, spearheaded by the
Union Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers’ Welfare, and with
the support of Union Home
Minister and Minister of
Cooperation Amit Shah, the
NCDC has been entrusted with
the task of establishing 1100
new FPOs in the cooperative
sector.

The scheme aims to
strengthen such entities to
enable small and marginal
farmers/producers to access
better prices, reduce trans-
portation costs, and enhance
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overall productivity. Each FPO
receives financial assistance of
Rs. 33 lakh under the FPOs
Scheme. Additionally, Cluster
Based Business Organizations
(CBBOs) receive Rs. 25 lakh per
FPO to promote and provide
guidance to the FPOs.

The government has been
actively promoting the inte-
gration of PACS into the FPO
scheme, allowing farmers to
expand their range of activities,
including the supply of pro-
duction inputs, agricultural
equipment, and processing and
value addition services such as
cleaning, sorting, grading, pack-
aging, storage, and transporta-
tion.

With a massive member-
ship base of around 13 crore
farmers, PACS primarily engage
in short-term credit and the dis-
tribution of seeds, fertilizers,
and other agricultural necessi-
ties. Currently, more than 86%
of farmers in country are clas-
sified as small and marginal.
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Shah to Kick Off
EventonFarm
Credit Societies
onFriday

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: Union Home and
Cooperation minister Amit
Shah will inaugurateaday-long
conclave to discuss ways to
strengthen Primary Agricultu-
ral Credit Societies (PACS)
through Farmer Producer Or-
ganisations (FPOs) in the natio-
nal capital on Friday.
Currently, there are more
than 95,000 PACS, of which on-
ly about 63,000 PACS are func-
tional. PACS have a member
base of around 13 crore far-
mers, of which more than 86%
are small and marginal far-
mers. Thereisaneed tofacilita-
te these farmers with access to
improved technology, credit,
better input and markets, it
was felt.
“The conclave is aimed at dis-
cussing ways to

strengthen PACS
through FPOs,”
the ministry said
in a statement.

The  conclave
will witness participation of
experts from the sector as well
as members from FPOs across
the country. The conclave is be-
ing organised by the National
Cooperative Development Cor-
poration (NCDC) in collabora-
tion with the Union Ministry
of Cooperation, it said.

FPOs are one of the major ve-
hicles for agricultural trans-
formation as they are collecti-
ve entities formed by farmers,
enabling them to pool resour-
ces and enhance their bargai-
ning power. The cooperation
ministry has recently decided
to form 1,100 new FPOs in the
cooperative sector. The govern-
ment has been pushing for the
integrationof PACSinthe FPO
schemetoenablefarmerstoex-
pand their range of business
activities.
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