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Govt to set up 2L primary agri
credit societies across country

Seeks to Make The Cooperative Sector More Broad Based

— —

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Seeking to make
the cooperative sector more
broad based in terms of reach
and services, the Union cabi-
net on Wednesday approved a
decision to establish two lakh
primary agricultural credit
societies (PACS) across the co-
untry in the next five years.
Besides setting up PACS in
each uncovered panchayat,
new dairy-fishery cooperati-
ves will also be set up in the
villages which currently
don’t have such societies.
Currently, there are 98,995
PACS having a member-base
of 13 crore. These societies
constitute the lowest tier of
the short-term cooperative
credit (STCC) structure in the
country, providing short-
term and medium-term credit
and other input services, like
seed, fertiliser, pesticide dis-
tribution to member farmers.
The PACS are refinanced

T,

New dairy-fishery cooperatives will also be set up in the villages whic!

currently don't have such societies

by Nabard through 352 dis-
trict central cooperative
banks(DCCBs)and 34 stateco-
operative banks (SCBs).
Under the cabinet deci-
sion, dairy cooperatives will
be set up in each uncovered
panchayat/village whereas
fishery cooperatives will be
established in each coastal
panchayat/village. Panchay-
at/villageshavinglarge water
bodies will also be covered un-
der the plan. Currently, there
are1,99,182 primary dairy coo-
perative societies, having aro-

und 1.5 crore members; and
25,297 primary fishery coope-
rative societies, having aro-
und 38 lakh members, in the
country. The government has
constituted a high level inter-
ministerial committee (IMC)
under the chairmanship of
home and cooperation mini-
ster Amit Shah to take neces-
sary steps, including suitable
modifications in the guideli-
nes of the schemes identified
for convergence, for smooth
implementation of the plan.
Agriculture minister, mini-
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ster of fishery and dairy, cha-
irman of Nabard, and chief
executive of NFDB will be the
members of this panel.

Thenew entities will be es-
tablished through convergen-
ce of various central schemes
including the ‘Pradhan Mant-
ri Matsya Sampada Yojana’'
(PMMSY). The action plan for
implementation of the project
will be prepared by Nabard,
National Dairy Development
Board (NDDB) and National
Fishery Development Board
(NFDB).

“The move will enable
PACS/dairy/fishery coopera-
tive societies to set up and mo-
dernise necessary infrastruc-
ture to diversify their busi-
ness activities. It will also pro-
vide farmer members with
requisite forward and back-
ward linkages to market their
produce, enhance their inco-
me, obtain credit facilities
and other services at village
level,” said an official.
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CABINET CLEARS PLAN

Centretosetup
2 L credit units,
co-o0psinayrs

a —

HARIKISHAN SHARMA ;

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 15 E Rural

THE CENTRE has clearedaplan | & ® reach

for setting up 2 lakh Primary -

Agricultural Credit Societies THE MOVE is significant as

(PACS), dairy, and fisheries coop- there are still 1.6 lakh pan-

eratives in the country in the chayats without PACS and

next five years. nearly 2 lakh panchayats
A decision to this effect was without any dairy cooper-

taken during the meeting of the ative society. According to

Union Cabinet chaired by Prime the Cooperation ministry,

Minister Narendra Modi on at present, there are

Wednesday.
The plan, mooted by the
Ministry of Cooperation, isaimed

at “strengthening cooperative dairy cooperative societies
movement in the country and witharound 1.5 crore
deepening its reach up to the members; and 25,297 pri-
grassroots”. mary fishery cooperative
The Cabinetalsoapproved the societies, having around
constitution of a “high level Inter- 38lakhmembers.

Ministerial Committee (IMC)”
headed by Minister of Home and
Cooperation Amit Shahtooversee
the rollout of the plan.

According to an official state-
ment, the Cooperation Ministry
formulated a plan to establish vi-
able PACS, dairy and fishery co-
operatives in villages, and
strengthen the existing ones
through convergence of various
schemes of the Ministry of
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry &
Dairying by leveraging the
‘whole-of-government’ ap-
proach.

“Initially, 2 lakh PACS, dairy,
fishery cooperatives will be es-
tablished in the next five years.
The action plan for implementa-
tion of the project shall be pre-
pared by NABARD, National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB) and National Fishery
Development Board (NFDB),”
the statement said.

As per the statement, four
schemes have been identified for
convergence toenable formation
of 2 lakh PACS, dairy and fishery
cooperatives. These four schemes

around 99,000 PACS, hav-
inga member base of 13
crore; 1,99,182 primary

are—National Programme for
Dairy Development (NPDD),and
Dairy Processing& Infrastructure
Development Fund (DIDF) under
the Department of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying; and
Pradhan Mantri MatsyaSampada
Yojana (PMMSY), and Fisheries
and Aquaculture Infrastructure
Development (FIDF) under the
Department of Fisheries.

To oversee the smoothrollout
of the plan to establish coopera-
tives, the government has alsoap-
proved a high-level committee.

“Ahighlevel Inter-Ministerial
Committee (IMC) under the
chairmanship of Home &
Cooperation Minister with
Minister of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare; Minister for
Fishery, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying; Secretaries concerned;
Chairman NABARD, NDDB and
Chief Executive NFDB, as mem-
bers has been constituted and
empowered to take necessary
steps for smoothimplementation
of the plan,” said the statement.
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Cabinet nod
for two lakh
farm, dairy
cooperatives

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

To strengthen the coopera-
tive sector, the Union Cabi-
net on Wednesday ap-
proved setting up of two
lakh primary agricultural
credit societies (PACS) and
dairy-fishery cooperatives
in uncovered villages and
panchayats over a period
of five years.

A total of 25 facilities
will be provided through
them. Dairy and fishery
will be linked to the agri
cooperatives. At present,
there are 63,000 function-
al PACS in the country.

The plan is to establish
PACS in each uncovered
panchayat, viable dairy
cooperatives in each unco-
vered panchayat or village
and viable fishery coopera-
tives in each coastal pan-
chayat or village as well as
panchayats and villages
with large waterbodies.

(With inputs from PTI)
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Cabinet nod
for two lakh
farm, dairy
cooperatives

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

To strengthen the coopera-
tive sector, the Union Cabi-
net on Wednesday ap-
proved setting up of two
lakh primary agricultural
credit societies (PACS) and
dairy-fishery cooperatives
in uncovered villages and
panchayats over a period
of five years.

A total of 25 facilities
will be provided through
them. Dairy and fishery
will be linked to the agri
cooperatives. At present,
there are 63,000 function-
al PACS in the country.

The plan is to establish
PACS in each uncovered
panchayat, viable dairy
cooperatives in each unco-
vered panchayat or village
and viable fishery coopera-
tives in each coastal pan-
chayat or village as well as
panchayats and villages
with large waterbodies.

(With inputs from PTI)

Downloaded from
Internal (for authorised circulation only) SAMVA D



Sicall
PRESS INFORMATION B
AR

Publication The Hindu Language English
Edition Kochi Journalist PTI
Date 16/02/2023 Page no 12

Cabinet nod
for two lakh
farm, dairy
cooperatives

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

To strengthen the coopera-
tive sector, the Union Cabi-
net on Wednesday ap-
proved setting up of two
lakh primary agricultural
credit societies (PACS) and
dairy-fishery cooperatives
in uncovered villages and
panchayats over a period
of five years.

A total of 25 facilities
will be provided through
them. Dairy and fishery
will be linked to the agri
cooperatives. At present,
there are 63,000 function-
al PACS in the country.

The plan is to establish
PACS in each uncovered
panchayat, viable dairy
cooperatives in each unco-
vered panchayat or village
and viable fishery coopera-
tives in each coastal pan-
chayat or village as well as
panchayats and villages
with large waterbodies.

(With inputs from PTI)
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Cabinet nod
for two lakh
farm, dairy
cooperatives

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

To strengthen the coopera-
tive sector, the Union Cabi-
net on Wednesday ap-
proved setting up of two
lakh primary agricultural
credit societies (PACS) and
dairy-fishery cooperatives
in uncovered villages and
panchayats over a period
of five years.

A total of 25 facilities
will be provided through
them. Dairy and fishery
will be linked to the agri
cooperatives. At present,
there are 63,000 function-
al PACS in the country.

The plan is to establish
PACS in each uncovered
panchayat, viable dairy
cooperatives in each unco-
vered panchayat or village
and viable fishery coopera-
tives in each coastal pan-
chayat or village as well as
panchayats and villages
with large waterbodies.

(With inputs from PTI)
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Cabinet nod
for two lakh
farm, dairy
cooperatives

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

To strengthen the coopera-
tive sector, the Union Cabi-
net on Wednesday ap-
proved setting up of two
lakh primary agricultural
credit societies (PACS) and
dairy-fishery cooperatives
in uncovered villages and
panchayats over a period
of five years.

A total of 25 facilities
will be provided through
them. Dairy and fishery
will be linked to the agri
cooperatives. At present,
there are 63,000 function-
al PACS in the country.

The plan is to establish
PACS in each uncovered
panchayat, viable dairy
cooperatives in each unco-
vered panchayat or village
and viable fishery coopera-
tives in each coastal pan-
chayat or village as well as
panchayats and villages
with large waterbodies.

(With inputs from PTI)
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Cabinet nod for 2 lakh agri credit,
dairy cooperative societies in 5 yrs

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 15
Seeking to strengthen the
cooperative movement in the
country, the Union Cabinet
today approved setting up of 2
lakh primary agriculture cred-
it societies (PACS) and dairy-
fishery cooperatives in left-out
villages and panchayats over
the next five years.

Briefing the media after a
Union Cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur said of the
nearly 99,000 PACS across
the country, 63,000 were
functional. There still were
1.6 lakh panchayats without
PACS and nearly 2 lakh with-
out any dairy cooperative
society, he said. The Cabinet
approved steps to strengthen
the cooperative movement in
the country and deepen its
reach at the grassroots level.

The Union Ministry of
Cooperation has formulated a
plan to establish viable PACS
in each uncovered panchayat,
viable dairy cooperatives in
each uncovered panchayat or
village and viable fishery
cooperatives in each coastal
panchayat or village, the gov-
ernment said in a statement.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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REACHING GRASSROOTS

B Farmers to get linkages
tomarket produce

®Their income will -
be enhanced

B Credit facilities at village level




Cabinet nod for 2 lakh agri credit, dairy..

“Initially, 2 lakh PACS, dairy
or fishery cooperatives
would be established over
the next five years. The
action plan for implementa-
tion of the project shall be
prepared by NABARD,
National Dairy Develop-
ment Board (NDDB) and
National Fishery Develop-
ment Board (NFDB),” it said.

The government also said
there were a number of
schemes that had been iden-
tified for convergence under
the new plan. These include
National Programme for
Dairy Development (NPDD),
and Dairy Processing &
Infrastructure Development
Fund (DIDF) under the
Department of Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairying; Prad-
han Mantri Matsya Sampada

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Yojana (PMMSY), and Fish-
eries and Aquaculture Infra-
structure Development
(FIDF) under the Depart-
ment of Fisheries.

The Cabinet decision
would help in providing peo-
ple with requisite forward
and backward linkages to
market their  produce,
enhance their income and
obtain credit facilities and
other services at the village
level itself, it said.

Primary cooperative soci-
eties that cannot be revived
will be identified for winding
up and new ones would be
established in their area of
operation, the government
said, adding that the estab-
lishment of new PACS, dairy
or fishery cooperative soci-
eties would generate

employment opportunities
in rural areas.

The I&B Minister said a
high-level inter-ministerial
committee (IMC) under the
chairmanship of Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah was being constitut-
ed, which would also
include the ministers of
Agriculture, Fisheries and
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying. The secretaries
concerned of the ministries
will also be on the panel.

Committees at national,
state and district levels had
also been envisaged to
ensure focused and effective
execution of the action plan,
the minister added. “To
increase the viability of PACS
and diversify their business
activities, the model bylaws
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of PACS have already been
prepared by the Ministry of
Cooperation,” Thakur said,
adding these had been circu-
lated to all states and UTs on
January 5 for their adoption
after  making  suitable
changes in their respective
state cooperative Acts.

These model bylaws will
enable them to undertake
more than 25 business activi-
ties, which include dairy, fish-
ery, setting up of godowns,
procurement of foodgrains,
fertilisers, seeds,
LPG/CNG/petrol/diesel dis-
tributorship, short-term and
long-term credit, custom hir-
ing centres, common service
centres, fair price shops, com-
munity irrigation, business
correspondent activities,
common service centres, etc.
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Gentre’s nod to
form 2 lakh PCAS

New Delhi: The Union cabinet on
Wednesday approved the setting
up of a new primary agricultural
credit societies (PACS) in two lakh
panchayats in the next five years.
As many as 25 different facilities
will be provided through PACSs.
Dairy and fishery will also be
linked to the agri cooperatives.
Union minister Anurag Thakur said
the plan would be implemented
with the convergence of various
schemes by leveraging the ‘whole
of government’ approach.
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India plans 2L agri credit
societies in next 5 years

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 15

In an attempt to
strengthen the coopera-
tive movement in the
country and deepen its
reach up to the grass-
roots, Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the
setting up of two lakh
Primary  Agriculture
Credit Societies (PACS)
and dairy-fishery coop-
eratives in uncovered
villages and panchayats
in the next five years.

The plan is to establish
PACS in each uncovered
panchayat, viable dairy
cooperatives in each
uncovered panchayat/
village and viable fish-
ery cooperatives in each
coastal panchayat/vil-
lage as well as panchayat
or village having large
water bodies.

Union minister Anurag
Thakur said that the ini-
tial target is to establish
two lakh multipurpose
PACS/ dairy/fishery
cooperatives in the next
five years.

The plan will be imple-
mented with the conver-
gence of various

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Union ministers Anurag Thakur and MoS V.K. Singh

at a hospital in Ghaziabad on Wednesday.

schemes by leveraging
the ‘whole of govern-
ment’ approach. The pro-
posal will enable cooper-
ative societies to set up
and modernise neces-
sary infrastructure.

The plan will provide
farmer members with
requisite forward and
backward linkages and
enhance their income.
The move will also help
in generating employ-
ment opportunities in
rural areas.

It would provide
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— PTI

farmer members all over
the country with requi-
site forward and back-
ward linkages to market
their produce, enhance
their income, obtain
credit facilities and
other services at the vil-
lage level itself.

Those primary cooper-
ative societies which
cannot be revived will be
identified for winding
up, and new primary
cooperative societies
would be established in
their area of operation.
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~ Cabinet approves setting up 2 lakh primary agricultural credit societies

Conperauves will provide farmers wnh
requisite linkages to market their produce

SHEMIN JOY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

operative society in every

panchayat, the Union Cab-
inet on Wednesday cleared a
proposal to establish “viable”
Primary Agricultural Credit
Societies (PACS) and dairy
ives in all’

‘Inteuding 10 set up a co-

panchayatsandfisherycooper-
atives in each coastal pancha-
yat or village as well as those
havinglarge water bodies.
The decision was taken at
a Cabinet meeting chaired
by Prime Minister Narend.ra
Modi, setting an “initial” targy
toestablish twolakh muln pm‘v
pose PACS, dairy and fishery

Theplanwillbeimplement- bandry and Dairying, as well - would be established in their - certed efforts to strengthen .and weave them seamlessly
ed with the support of NAB- as Pradhan Mantri Matsya areaofoperation,”itsaid. the cooperative movement in  into the supply chain.

ARD, National Dairy Devel- Sampada Yojana ‘and Fish-  There are presently 98 995 thecountry, furtherdeepenits It also said'a national coop- |

opment Board and National eries and Aquaculture Infra- PACS with13 reachuptoth erative database is also being
eries Development Board ~ structure Development will 1,99,182 primary dairy coop- d distribu-’ inistry of Co-

Lhrough the convergence of beconverged. erative societieswith 1.5 crore  tion by lishing such soci- Y- wnde

various schemes ofthe Minis-  “This would provide the membersand 25,297 primary eties to cover all m;ppmg

try of Fisheries, Animal Hus- farmer members all over the fishery cooperative societies villages”. panchayal and vlllage lcvel ls

bandry&Dalrylngb'yleverag- country with requisite for- with 38 lakh members oper-  The said estab-

ingthe' of- atingin the country. However, lishing new ive soci- -of Cooper-

Rnnmnrh markettheir; enhance there are still 1.6 lakh pancha-  eties would generate employ-  ative Societies of Stat_es/Union

said. t.he mcame, obtain credit fa- yats without PACS and nearly ‘ment opportunities in rural Territories.

Accordmg to the plan, the i Au\.m«uvn' two lakh wit.hout areas, which would have a A comprehensive database
National Programme . for any dairy multiplier effect on the rural ofPACSwasdzvelupedeanu-
DairyDevelopmentand Dairy cooperative societies which  The government’s move to - economy. The plan also ary2023,and
Processing & Infrastructure- cannotberevivedwillbeiden- ~strengthen the i mar yunu y/fish
Develnpment Fund of the tified for windingup,andnew sector comes as it feels that  prices for their products, ex- societies wou.ld be developed

of Animal Hus- primary cooperative societies there is a “need to make con- pand the size of their markets by the February end.
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Centre to set up 2L farm credit
SOcleties, da|ry fishery co-ops

PNS B NEW DELHI

Aiming to achieve the goal of
“Sahakar-se-Samriddhi”
through the inclusive growth
model of cooperatives which
are presently unevenly distrib-
uted in the country, the Union
Cabinet on Wednesday
approved setting up of 2 lakh
Primary Agriculture Credit
Societies (PACS) and dairy-
fishery cooperatives in uncov-
ered villages and panchayats
over the next five years.

“Now the plan is to estab-
lish PACS in each uncovered
panchayat, viable dairy coop-
eratives in each uncovered pan-
chayat/village and viable fishery
cooperatives in each coastal
panchayat/village as well as
panchayat/village having large
water bodies.

“The initial target is to
establish 2 lakh multipurpose
PACS/dairy/fishery coopera-
tives in the next five years,
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur said at
a Cabinet briefing.

The plan will be imple-
mented with the convergence of
various schemes by leveraging
the ‘whole of government’
approach. The proposal will
enable cooperative societies to
set up and modernise necessary
infrastructure.

At present, there are around
63,000 functional PACS in the
country while primary dairy
cooperative societies are around
1,99,182 having around 1.5
crore members who are

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

engaged in procurement of
milk from the farmers, provid-
ing milk testing facilities, cattle
feed sale, extension services, etc.
to the members.

Similarly, primary fishery
cooperative societies are around
25,297 in number having
around 38 lakh members.
These cater to one of the most
marginalized sections of the
society, providing them mar-
keting facilities, assisting in
procuring fishing equipment,
fish seed and feed, and also pro-
viding credit facilities to the
members on a limited scale.

However, there are still 1.6
lakh Panchayats without PACS
and nearly 2 lakh Panchayats
without any dairy cooperative
society. The Cabinet nod to the
proposal aims to establish such
societies across the panchay-
ats/villages, as the case may be.

The action plan for imple-
mentation of the project shall be
prepared by NABARD,
National Dairy Development
Board (NDDB) and National
Fishery Development Board
(NFDB).

It will provide farmer
members with requisite forward
and backward linkages and
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enhance their income. The
move will also help in generat-
ing employment opportunities
in rural areas.

In June last year, the
Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs approved the
computerisation of PACS to
increase the efficiency of PACS
as well as to bring transparen-
cy and accountability in their
operations, said a statement
here by the Union Cooperation
Ministry.

It further informed that in
order to increase the viability of
PACS and diversify their busi-
ness activities to make them
vibrant economic entities at
Panchayat level, model bye laws
of PACS have been prepared by
the Ministry after consultation
with all the stakeholders.

“These Model bye laws of
PACS will enable them to
undertake more than 25 busi-
ness activities which, include
dairy, fishery, setting up of
godowns, procurement of food-
grains, fertilizers, seeds,
LPG/CNG/Petrol/Diesel dis-
tributorship, short-term & long-
term credit, custom hiring cen-
ters, common service centers,
Fair Price Shops, community
irrigation, Business
Correspondent activities,
Common Service Centre
among others.

“The model bye laws have
been circulated to all the States/
UTs for their adoption by PACS
after making suitable changes as
per respective State Cooperative
Acts,” the statement said.
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Cabinet no

to setup 2L
agri, dairy, fishery co-ops

25 different business facilities to be provided through them:;
dairy & fishery will also be linked to the agri cooperatives

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: The Union
Cabinet on Wednesday
approved the setting up of 2
lakh new Primary Agriculture
Credit Societies (PACS) and
dairy-fishery cooperatives in
uncovered villages and Pan-
chayats over the next five years
to strengthen the cooperative
sector in the country.

Atpresent, there arearound
63,000 functional PACS out
of nearly 99,000 PACS across
the country. There are still 1.6
lakh Panchayats without PACS
and nearly 2 lakh Panchayats
without any dairy coopera-
tive society.

The Cabinet approved steps
to strengthen the cooperative
movement in the country and
deepen its reach to the grass-
roots levels.

The Ministry of Coopera-
tion has formulated a plan to
establish viable PACS in each
uncovered Panchayat, viable
dairy cooperatives in each
uncovered Panchayat/village
and viable fishery cooperatives
in each coastal Panchayat/vil-
lage as well as Panchayat/ vil-
lage having large water bodies,
an official statement said.

“Initially, 2 lakh PACS/
dairy/fishery cooperatives

ol o e

would be established in the
next five years. The action
plan for implementation of
the project shall be prepared
by NABARD, National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB)
and National Fishery Devel-
opment Board (NFDB),” the
statement read.

The ministry seeks to
strengthen the existing PACS/
dairy/fishery cooperatives
through the convergence of
various schemes of the Minis-
try of Fisheries, Animal Hus-
bandry & Dairying.

The following schemes have
been identified for conver-
gence under the current plan
— National Programme for
Dairy Development (NPDD),
and Dairy Processing & Infra-
structure Development Fund

::.;7)‘}’.‘.‘*

Highlights

» The ministry seeks to strengthen
the existing PACS/dairy/
fishery cooperatives through the
convergence of various schemes
of the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry & Dairying

» The establishment of new PACS/
dairy /fishery cooperative societies
would generate employment
opportunities in rural areas

(DIDF) under the Depart-
ment of Animal Husbandry
and Dairying; Pradhan Man-
tri Matsya Sampada Yojana
(PMMSY), and Fisheries and
Aquaculture Infrastructure
Development (FIDF) under
the Department of Fisheries.

The Cabinet decision would
help in providing farmer mem-
bers with requisite forward and
backward linkages to market
their produce, enhance their
income, and obtain credit facil-
ities and other services at the
village level itself.

Primary cooperative societ-
ies that cannot be revived will
be identified for winding up,
and new ones would be estab-
lished in their area of opera-
tion, the statement said.

The establishment of new

PACS/dairy/fishery coopera-
tive societies would generate
employment opportunities in
rural areas.

A high-level Inter-Ministe-
rial Committee (IMC), under
the chairmanship of Home and
Cooperation minister Amit
Shah, has been constituted.

Minister of Agriculture,
minister for Fishery, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying, and
secretaries concerned are also
in the panel among others. The
committee is empowered to
take necessary steps for smooth
implementation of the plan.

Committees at National,
State and District levels have
also been constituted to ensure
the focused and effective exe-
cution of the action plan.

Continuved on P4
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Fishery

To increase the viability
of PACS and diversify their
business activities, the model
bylaws of PACS have already
been prepared by the min-
istry. The bylaws will enable
PACS to undertake more
than 25 business activities.

The model bylaws were
circulated to all the States/
UTs on 5th January, 2023 for
their adoption by PACS after
making suitable changes as
per respective State Coopera-
tive Acts.

A national cooperative
database is being prepared
by the Cooperation ministry
where country-wide map-
ping of cooperatives at the
Panchayat and village level
is being carried out. A data-
base of PACS was developed
in January 2023 and a data-
base of primary dairy/fishery
cooperative societies would
be developed by the end of
February.

This exercise would pro-
vide a list of Panchayats and
villages not served by PACS,
dairy and fishery cooperative
societies.

The national cooperative
database and the online cen-
tral portal would be utilised
for real-time monitoring of
the formation of new coop-
erative societies. PACS/dairy/
fishery cooperative societies
would be linked with their
respective district and state-
level federations.

According to the state-
ment, the PACS — around
98,995 in number and having
amember base of 13 crore
— constitute the lowest tier
of the Short-Term Coopera-
tive Credit (STCC) structure
in the country, providing
short-term and medium-
term credit and other input
services like seed, fertilizer
and pesticide distribution to
members.

These are refinanced by
NABARD through 352 Dis-
trict Central Cooperative
Banks (DCCBs) and 34 State
Cooperative Banks (StCBs).

Primary dairy coop-
erative societies, around
1,99,182 in number and hav-
ing around 1.5 crore mem-
bers, are engaged in the
procurement of milk from
farmers, providing milk test-
ing facilities, cattle feed sale
and extension services to

members.

Primary fishery coop-
erative societies, around
25,297 in number and hav-
ing around 38 lakh members,
provide marketing facili-
ties, assist in procuring fish-
ing equipment, fish seed and
feed, besides credit facilities
to members.

“However, there are still
1.6 lakh Panchayats without
PACS and nearly 2 lakh Pan-
chayats without any dairy
cooperative society,” the
statement said.

In June last year, the
government approved the
computerisation of PACS
to increase their effi-
ciency, bring transparency
and accountability to their
operations.

About 63,000 functional
PACS are being computer-
ised with a total budget out-
lay of Rs 2,516 crore which
includes a central share of Rs
1,528 crore.
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Cabinet nod to set up 200,000
agri-fishery-dairy cooperatives

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, February 15

TO STRENGTHEN THE coop-
erative movementin the coun-
try, the Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved setting
up of 2,00,000 new Primary
Agriculture Credit Societies
(PACS), dairy and fishery
cooperativesin uncovered vil-
lages and panchayats over the
next five years.

“The plan would be imple-
mented with the support of
NABARD, National Dairy Devel-
opment Board (NDDB) and
National Fisheries Develop-
ment Board (NFDB) through the
convergenceofvarious schemes
of Ministry of Fisheries,Animal
Husbandry & Dairying by lever-

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

aging the ‘whole-of-Govern-
ment’ approach,” the govern-
ment said in a statement. The
government would provide
farmer members with requisite
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forward and backward linkages
to market their produce,
enhance their income, and
obtain creditfacilitiesand other
servicesat thevillage level.
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English

Sanjeeb Mukherjee

Cabinet okays plan for 200K
primary agrico-opsin5years

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE & AGENCIES
New Delhi, 15 February

In a move to strengthen
Indian cooperatives, the
Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a plan
to set up 200,000 Primary
Agriculture  Cooperative
Societies (PACS), dairy
and fishery cooperatives in
all the uncovered villages
and panchayats over the next
five years.

At present, there are
around 63,000 functional
PACS in the country. A viable
PACS will be set up in all the
uncovered panchayats in the
country, a viable dairy coop-
erative in each uncovered
panchayat, or village, and a
viable fishery cooperative in
each coastal panchayat or vil-
lage, or panchayats, or vil-
lages with large water bodies,
an official statement said.

An action plan for imple-
mentation of the project
shall be prepared by
NABARD, National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB)
and National Fishery
Development Board (NFDB).

The plan according to
an official statement will
be implemented by converg-
ing various schemes of

the government in the
spirit of ‘whole of govern-
ment approach’.

The schemes that have
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been identified for the con-
vergence are National
Programme for  Dairy
Development and Dairy
Processing and
Infrastructure Fund under
the department of animal
husbandry and dairying,
while from the department of
fisheries, the Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yojana and
Fisheries and Aquaculture
Infrastructure Development
Fund (FIDF) have been
picked up.

“This would provide the
farmers members of these
co-ops all over the country
with requisite and backward
and forward linkages to mar-
ket their produce, enhance
their incomes, obtain credit
facilities and other services
at the village level itself,” the
official statement said

In June last year, the
Cabinet had approved the
computerisation of PACS to
bring transparency and
accountability in their oper-
ations. About 63,000 func-
tional PACS are being com-
puterised with a total budget
outlay of 2,516 crore.
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Two Lakh Agri Credit Societies,
Fishery-Dairy Coops to be Set Up

NEW DELHI: The Union Cabineton
Wednesday approved setting up of 2
lakh new primary agriculture credit
societies (PACS) and dairy-fishery
cooperativesinuncovered villages
and panchayats over the next five
yearsto strengthen cooperative
movement inthe country. At present,
there are around 63,000 functional
PACSout of nearly 99,000 PACS
across thecountry. Therearestill 1.6
lakh panchayats without PACSand
nearly 2 lakh panchayats withoutany
dairy cooperative society.
Theministry of cooperation has
formulated a plan to establish viable
PACS ineachuncovered panchayat,
viable dairy cooperativesineach
uncovered panchayat/village and
viable fishery cooperativesineach
coastal panchayat/village as well as
panchayat/ village having large water

bodies, anofficial statement said.
“Initially, 2 lakh PACS/dairy/fishery
cooperatives would be established in
the next five years. The action plan
for implementation of the project
shall be prepared by Nabard, Natio-
nal Dairy Develop-

— ment Board (NDDB)
Atpresent, and National

there are Fishery Develop-
around ment Board
63,000 (NFDB)," the state-
functional ment said.

PACS across The Cabinet

decision would
helpinproviding
farmer members with requisite
forward and backward linkages to
market their produce, enhance their
income, and obtain credit facilities
and other services at the village level
itself. Our Bureau

the country
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NEW CO-OP SOCIETIES.
Centre to set up 2 [akh co-operative

societies over five years to strengthen the
. movement and deepen its reach p11
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Govt to set up 2 lakh co-op societies over 5 years

EXPANDING REACH. The co-ops will provide market linkages, access to credit and augment farmers’ income in villages that are not yet a part of the network

Our Bureau
New Delhi

The Union Cabinet on Wed-
nesday approved a blue-
print for strengthening the
co-operative movement and
deepening its reach. Ac-
cordingly, two lakh new
Primary Agriculture Credit
Societies (PACS) and dairy-
fishery co-operatives will be
set up in villages and pan-
chayats untapped by co-op-
eratives over the next five

ears.
At present, there are
around 63,000 functional
000

PACS and nearly 2 lakh
without a dairy co-operative
society.

An official statement said

the blueprint aims to imple-
ment plan to establish vi-
able PAGS, dairy and fishery
cooperatives. “ The action
plan for implementation of
the project shall be pre-
pared by Nabard, National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB) and National Fish-
ery Development Board
(NFDB), the statement
said.

JOB GENERATION

The Cabinet decision would
help in providing farmer
members with requisite for-
ward and backward linkages
to market their produce, en-
hance their income, and ob-
tain credit facilities and
other services at the village
level itself. Primary co-op-
erative societies that can-
not be revived will be iden-
tified for winding up, and

Sty SR 3

AWAITING COVERAGE. There are

new ones would be estab-
lished in their area of opera-
tion, the statement saig

The establishment of new
co-operative societies will

generate employment op-
portunities in rural areas. A
high-level Inter-Ministerial
Committee (IMC), under
the chairmanship of Home

1.6 lakh panchayats without a primary agricultural
co-operative society and nearly 2 lakh without any dairy co-operative society musuuo:

and Co-operation Minister
Amit Shah, has been consti-
tuted. Committees at Na-
tional, State and district
levels, have also been con-
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stituted to ensure focused
and effective execution of
the action plan.

ENHANCING VIABILITY
To increase the viability of
PACS and diversify their
business  activities, ~the
model bylaws of PACS have
already been prepared by
the Ministry.

The bylaws will enable
PACS to undertake more
than 25 business activities
which include running pet-
rol pumps, LPG distributor-
ship beside others. The
model bylaws have been cir-
culated to all the States/
UTs on January 5 for their
adoption by PACS after
making suitable changes as
per respective State Co-op-
erative Acts.

According to the state-
ment, over 98,995 agricul-

tural cooperative societies
with 13 crore members con-
stitute the lowest tier of the
short-term  co-operative
credit (STCC) structure,
providing short-term and
medium-term  credit and
other input services like
seed, fertiliser and
pesticides.

Over 1.99 lakh primary
dairy co-operative societies,
with about 1.5 crore mem-
bers, are engaged in pro-
curement of milk from
farmers, providing milk
testing facilities, cattle feed
sale and extension services.

Over 25,297 primary fish-
ery cooperative ~societies
with 38 lakh members,
provide marketing facilities,
assist in procuring fishing
equipment, fish seed and
feed, besides credit facilit-
ies to members.
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HepR! Aftfaai & foie AerE 3R
TAEIETE IR B3 BRAEAT

hfere @1 e : afiferat & Tewl Bt 35T 3t Wdle & Fmw gt 3t ferft e

e Fft o afefaat (Y) 1 Sen #0149 98,995 7 3R 37
HeE F1 Ge 13 Fg ¢ | U9 Few FhEEi #1 senies 3R
 w— mﬁzammmmm@mm

ﬁ%mmméls%mﬁaﬂta
352&@1%@%1113?@ (ST ) 3R 34 T el S
(THERTET) F WreAd | g ot fwar e

e | FHAR 1 g8 Hfee
% # v W wen g

grifre S0 et |fafadi |
F1 EHEAT 1,99,182 € 3R !
3 @ 38 @ & | A T & Tl 2

i wod TewT wiufad i e
T 25,297 & 3R 3 Wewi F

el i o A T

: o e A €, T e
| 3, W 3 A ol TR A wde
| T F ¢ au wed i
| R e o e Fd €

e F ey fawt # gfer ¥ fF Qw & wed dumdr §
ferereit 1 =y & I TR WA Yo gfaen 81 G Bl s ate
F Gfaud BIfee 0 H 7 i giaen | o X et
forentt | 321 Fel fF 29 Trd 2Iue el S|
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Feorll Ak : oA A&
& foie dere, Sa&t-wey wftifer &

=2 feeet| wewttar sfider & S e
F fomra % for spret o w6t | 9
% weffivek Hfa F0 gew wtatar (dE)
iR T7-wee wfufei Maa 1 SR
1 fireterer 99,000 o # ¥ Fd 63,000
g whFa €)1 g @ T, ond 1.6 @
o o e ¥ € ek w0 9 @
e fo fret 2 e wfufa & €1
A TG W D ST § gER
1 ¢ Herre Jo% H T=Edl F1 30 Ui
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, TTial o ferepra
S

o § 25 3w G § &9 # e
ft fofen T | i TR ST 3T e R
TE SHeT F W WAl F T AT
T ¥ g F AR G 4 e
T 1 T AT | 374 T S 1 Aot :
2 ¥ g f dar § e o, o 1 gl fRomre gfeer 5 % feru
R R e} O 2 e 7 ol i AP W, T 3 foen T R ke
e S TR TR S T A ey f o it srem- s ST T BIM G« ¢ /oA
e T A A R AR e e R weE W Se i @ e 3 i
fope S | -G W, e A § IR St e A

@ aﬁ:ﬁﬁtﬂwawmﬁm%fm
STEY FeH I3 H AMHR & | HEEH
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& f\

Ui qui ¥ Tfcd bl S

a‘rar@?qsfm?:nﬁﬁm

AU o, K Rel: TEIK el $1 4 @0 3RR

il & SR ardior & =5t
SHA W Heh HeTed A B
&% AR AR 3R o

& T 8| 9HaR R Hfeme |

3T Ui 9N % o QW H
T ARG T WA FY FeFhR
wffEl () ek g

Hoel Sehn affadl & B

% UETE el wel @ & a8
HeH <91 H FEHR NS W

SaATHe S (TAUwS)

TR W R T W oA W
T W S R T whie

e 8| S wfufE wm
T W W @ T, 3% 9 T
ST 3R IR e W e

® Tq-TI1q 6 TEDN 3Aere
g # firenf weq

o U B 3TF | Bof &t
e firent, 3 off et

& 10T 3RfTTT P HaAGH

ggﬁg fae;iﬁ
%

1 I e b g,

919 > 91 15
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Wik 9 & | eI e
Yoyl TR AERING
FH F 3K TafareE s
foeR &1 & folT T_et & uh
3yt Rl sE §1 3
U9q o ASel deH, Y
IR, @reE—-3oteh-sls]
%4, Tie™ faaior, Terdisl-
TATAS - g I ISTet
ek iR, ame
qar &5 G 25 Fer &=
& ogEld & T B I
femEe e SHe S 9t
TGl ol § T § Ik o $HH
fedrer @ U9 Wehl A |
AIIH TINEA X Tah |
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Sfrer wifareer & & st
i |t | g ARG HiT
TRl ST S

H?ﬁe—cﬁ 15 BRad |

1 H WeRIRA ST I TSI A
I S whniea 3 Uiw ww H @ wE
yorfier R wo wfufEl () ud
T el wifE Tfed WA %
TATE Sl GHAR I HS & | Y1 T JER
Tl SR SR 7 Hbwed @ e § g
T 39 el SR & | R SR
W i 63,000 ‘Jerr” wfuferi wfma §

P T Fal fF WEHR T F Feehlar
aﬁmaﬁWéﬁ?ﬁwaw
Tehr TR 1 e Al TR ¥ 1w
e | Hle I ARG Fehrl At & e
T T TN T L

3 SRA W U=Ed ¥ U G’ affa
TH F WY I B W @l Uk S
FEer Wi T iR g qed d=Ed uE
Fremet ST aelt TR o Ao i
M off e R

o T FE R 39 waE w fafe
TR AT F W @ R S| 1w
e Weehil ARl st 3T $evd o foe
TEY T T w AR W iR w9 S
& fou off ToER 9| 98 AT TEhRt
1 e gea FACH S SR e
g | Teg firent | 5Ed wrdor &5 § s
F I AW U B o off SEig ?)
T i i Amel bl At J 99
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g T YR iRl ol
3 R B fo1g S B
g1 B 3R I 3D B
& & foru o <yered e |
TE AT WEBN Ul B
TR ool ot i v
fauuM o e gear
ORI FORRY 3! TGl
oM ¥ 7eg et | S
rftor & IR & T
ARR Ul 2N B ot 3G 2 |
~ 3T T, % #A

ST Sht T T8
eI e gt

e e 7 RG-S WA T GRET A arelt
WA foreara T gfer (medeidh) o T 7 Ferfer iR
T T GEAIER W e i Wl UaH Y & | ekt
2020 ® HiHEd T ST i 47 AT et 3R 12 F
MG A S & oA | SR St 9 Wi W R
T fau iR i @ sexa 2t | U St
[ T FATIT S A A o TR T ¥
werfer i i & fa v sifafe & geemer o
TS foRaT SO | IR Sarn 7R saes faw 9,400 wRH
o fepan ST |

‘Eeie TS W' W T B 4,800 S

TR o S % WERE Tewd o Iad SHmEd Sarwhi
% ferehr o forg s difta ‘aresie faesr g’ @ gEeR
T A S R & | s T A e R arsie foerst

o’ ol o 2022-23 W 2025-26 % IRE @ R
ST | ST T8 4,800 IS T 1 TEHH fomam 141 &
e 2,500 IS TIT Feeh! & A R T R S
g T I AT T TR T HI A H W g
3MET | 3HY 37 et Wt § gifEa sieifae geam

FE ST TR T e e wes et

e A H Yo’ w9 S 6
T 3ok heE iRl Rl YRt T feRa
o T h HEES H USRI iR
SETERE! A o IR S T o | IR
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5 |1 H & (TG TEhrt

TLFET g AG i sree |
e HEeE 3 < H HesRdl
SieIe 1 Helgd Fe o o1
g el Tufadl & e o
e T T B S ui e H
2 ARG I WAt H
wiefei (U /el Ao Tesh
HfHferal il T o1 Sl e
T R T ) e A SRR
TG T 5 TS N STHHR 3 7Y
el o B ard o ueh e wfhfd
T % WY e 8 | T8l TH
Tl Weed W 99 3 B
e T SR ferTet sterer arel
T H e | sH
F A

TE Teehr Wil & T H g
&Elf o YR % 9 EE | 9
TR BRI | Wehal FAd U
T HErr Seed i U o Tl
, STE USUi 9 e Wi
TR & A ¥ d=Ed Sk 7W
TR R Ty dEfeEt S Sy
T ST W 2| U W HEw
98,995 & 3 geh Te@iT 1 3MHR
BFEHT
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Uil Ut H S8 AU & g
AR it wgehnt At

% feoett, (TEUAST) | FEw
Tffeet 7 3T 9 91 | & g
igfyeh ftr 0
gfefel (Go) o
SR/ Tehit
ffaar afeq A
= T ol S <
& 2| yEEE W
ﬁaaﬁaﬁgﬁ%&ﬁi
ERELS 4
! ook H Se theretl fora T
ok o TS eI T FERYT HE
ST ST 3 U Hithe § e foh
fepetarer 2SR ¥ i 63,000 T
wfufae @i €1 omER 3 we
WHR Y F TehIRdl SAeier
ST Gl o foTl ST TR T Heshil
T <1 TS S =edl 21 STl
ue ael # e Q@R GehRI
Tufer o 1o o1 TRl T TR | 3
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NH Yo GaEd § U de |
T o WY FFed B W o Uk

T el i e S e
TR Y9RE Td fagme Sens et
eI T Ao A S o
pIEE kA

IR+ Fa R 3 wE w
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Bl U@ fawm # g gea
Fw), fEY SR 3THed aeH |
Teg fret | 29 Iior 8l 7 AR
& AU 3TeRR a1 B ot 3Hiie 21
Tirieet ot feh Ael ot |t 5
Ta o S ¥ Yo wfEfE B gem
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EeEIfed ®i gloren ai
Ueh o3 e ol Jadflc

BT Tl = ST 1T o IR ) ST el § orerelt &, feheT
q i e et H S ST el i A S TR FHR

Bt ST T 1 T W W W R g Tl TR S
o &9 STOT ST T o T T < Ui, et o geeR o,
ST 3T STty & o 17l ST refioii 3 fererrer shr el T T
S| S He Sedk 3TN el SUE § Weehial 3% i
HEHIRET AT 1 STed €, S i, St 3R Rt a1 fersbre
il 7 TIfet e oY Tk | kg B WG 2.0 TRERR TS o fore & gt
W AN h{ch 3{ATH H%*li\(dl "HlQ’N EIRIGE ighfﬂ Rl ?ﬂ\"}ﬁ(
TEH! R 9t ohg TR W T el 3 ST ael Jews S
I < il TE | ST el o Sie % e % g
i T Y R § O W 9T wREw 5, e v
et =Bl eRrereT < STel & | 5 e § STHTenR 37k St o
il TR 5 o HNef 2T Vehed St e b gfaen et
1 T HeehR ST e < 3 Tt g 0w qE-gert
AR ST €, UHT e € | TEehIal ! ferehTe a1 sl STz e
T =IeTa & o e, el ST S ST e 6 A9 gy
&5 T St TN | Heehr Seerre § ol o ot e 4 5
&1 % TR T G F T HE FW T S | Hfafer
Titfer Weielt e & @i 5% e i fedniaai &1 et Hi
Teehndt T 87K Tt Terad W ST Seal b e F
T T e S B <R T 9§ S @ €I S, 98 W
W PR % 31 1 aRO 8, Wi SR sEa R
SR 1 1 S o e i SR ST AT g ST W |
T 3R T T TR ek ST h1 B g ST Wl SeTe T
o ehr Wi o o @ | U8 S fasrg e ) 2019-
2020 A1 % Taifereh Teehil S 3 1.7 hilg Hew § wfafe
480 HUE TR T || THA e % & o e foredt 1
Terederd STV 35 Tl €1 AR T Wi Ee g S U
TR1E o Taferen 2017 T ST H 8 TG 54 TR 355 WEhRI WiHfcar
off| 5T TeE! i T 30 IS U ek ot Hi & F Wt
wiufea FRET Bl SiST, @Te, eI SR Rt e W R
SYETS h W R HI IS h S o 2T 3 Bl b
Al & AT T, = S H S S ool St § e
SR 1 TeT bl ek e SR ) & | g ettt 6 e
B | T R aTed 55 &5 § ST Wedhnl wifat w1 R @
1O TRt I St TS TR e & ol oft SR
T TS BT B | 37 31 foTiel T Seehiial =hi & U8 Seqre
&, ST QI ST ST 2 | 535 STeArell +ff S-S 7T Ise W e SeTe
THEHIRCT ol 7T ST < R €1 37 g Al ThR + Feehiar
ST ST TR ok FoTd R % [oT Shiee HIAEerST i
TG 1 g0l © & 21 S AT Wil T Yo ok TS T e
el T R | 3 T 5 et o7 e T TR R 25 S-St
eremeit =hi ged wfireT famen e 31 SHhE i S =Ry o g
TR < G H U T Y S, ST HEHR ST A
TERR, Tl SR TH=rE o SR sifeid o o 372 3R HHifsTe
IR Haertl
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el Fidiise I §31 theietl, drssic fdetol Taiet i Jiofel, 4800 BeElS aldl &

T3t U ST &l STef T gyuH, o=
aTgele Td, MESISTUT ohi 7 g ST

wotelt by o7 et

foretoT o’ <A Jera T Hopdt
WA H G, FoTH W 4800 g
U @ Sl W fepe
&1 O T TR W S
B A FE THFR | ST
BT TR bl e o
A R A sTeear
[T RE ELCO C I CE R )
ST oh YT bl HoR & T |
SRH amn TRl faes
W e 9 2022-23 °
2025-26 F WAT AT 5 W

A3 TR §oHeT il oIt te] SIeT UISaT | i sl ol HoTT
MWQWWMMWWWW?/WWW@WMWWI
el & 1o1Q GHTGHcIepT &b Gierie Ueiel e GTISall & aifcl b e goet 4 JIoRl i Bdb dbe Slfe URel 31
TSl &It 3Tl @ el fabel GiTeaT, Gt I I A 3T 81 5912 UCTRIoT oM 3 1ial b [abIdy Glor 3
3ITEIG] St BTt O Reifer # dlier 3T Tifasarer 51 Ui @oll @ fruca & diee et
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New border safety
steps, 14,800 cr

for Vibrant Villages

Saurav Anand

saurav.anand@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

he union cabinet on
T Wednesday took araft of

decisions to strengthen
border security, including
approving 34,800 crore for
the Vibrant Villages Pro-
gramme covering four states
and a union territory for
FY2022-23 to 2025-26.

The government plans to
develop 2,966 villagesin bor-
der states adjoining China, a
new 4.1-km Shinkula tunnel
connecting Himachal Pradesh
and Ladakh for providing all-
weather connectivity fortroop
movements and 31,800 crore
for raising new battalions of
the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) that is responsi-
ble for protecting India’s bor-
derswith China.

According to the govern-
ment, the Vibrant Villages
Programme will lead to
infrastructure development
and livelihood opportunity
in four states and a union ter-
ritory along the northern
borders.

The programme will help
encourage people to stay in
their native locations in border
areas and reverse the out-mi-
gration from these villages,
thusadding to improved secu-
rity of the border.

The Cabinet also approved
establishing 200,000 multi-
purpose primary agriculture
creditsocieties, and dairy and
fishery cooperatives in the

Around 2,966 villages will be
developed in border states
adjoining China. AFP

next five years with an outlay
of 320 trillion.

The initiative will be sup-
ported by the National Bank
for Agriculture and Rural
Development  (Nabard),
National Dairy Development
Board (NDDB), and National
Fisheries Development Board
(NFDB).

This move will strengthen
India’s cooperative moment
and deepen its reach to the
grassroots level, the govern-
ment said.

Under the scheme, coopera-
tive societies will be set up
with modernised infrastruc-
ture providing farmer mem-
bers the requisite forward and
backward linkages to market
their produce, enhance their
income and obtain credit facil-
ities.

Itwill also generate employ-
ment opportunities in rural
areas, the government said.
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ITBP gets 7 battalions
ush

in Centre’s LAC

Prawesh Lama

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment on Wednesday cleared the
addition of 9,400 personnel to
guard posts along the Chinese
border, approved a 4.1-km-long
tunnel that will guarantee all-
weather access to Ladakh, and
announced incentives to
encourage people to stay back
in remote border villages,
unveiling a major push to bol-
ster security along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) with
China.

The Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
approved the projects, said
Union information & broadcast-
ing minister Anurag Thakur.

“Now, on the shortest route
to Ladakh, which is the Nimu
Padam-Darcha route, the gov-
ernment has approved con-

Push to boost

security on LAC

posted in Arunachal Pradesh.

Zn the Nimu-Padam-Darcha Road to

struction of a 4.1km tunnel. This
will make Ladakh accessible for
the whole country throughout
the year. It will be completed by
December 2025,” Thakur said.
The minister also announced
that seven new battalions, com-
prising at least 9,400 personnel,
will be added to the Indo-Ti-
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ersonnel, will be added to the Indo-Tibetan

even new battalions, comprising at least 9,400
order Police (ITBP). The personnel will all be

new 4.1-km-long tunnel on the Shinkun La

uarantee all-weather access to Ladakh

brant Villages'
gramme to
iiicentivise people

to stay back in
remote border
villages. It will
also strengthen
the rural sector

betan Border Police (ITBP),
which will also be given a new
sector headquarters in Aruna-
chal Pradesh, which shares a
lengthy border with China.

“It will cost around 31,808
crore to construct buildings,
acquire land, arms and ammu-
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ITBP

nition, which will be non-recur-
ring expenditure. Another 3963
crore will be recurring expendi-
ture for salaries and ration,
among other things,” Thakur
added.

A government official, on
the condition of anonymity,
said that the new battalions
will all be posted in Arunachal
Pradesh.

Thakur also announced that
the Cabinet approved the cen-
trally sponsored Vibrant Villa-
ges Programme from 2022-23
to 2025-26 with an outlay of
34,800 crore. It will lead to
infrastructure development
and livelihood opportunities in
four states and one Union Ter-
ritory along the northern bor-
ders, he told reporters.

“The programme will help
encourage people to stay in
their native locations in border
areas and reverse the out-mi-
gration from these villages,
thus adding to improved secu-
rity of the border,” the Union
ministry of home affairs said in
a statement.

The decisions come amid
heightened tensions with
China along LAC since clashes
at Galwan in 2020 killed 20
Indian soldiers and an
unknown number of Chinese
personnel. The move will help
the government maintain a
more careful watch on its east-
ern border with China, which

claims some regions in Aruna-
chal Pradesh, and gain quicker
access to strategic areas in
Ladakh and Kargil during the
snowy winter months.

The addition of more battal-
ions for ITBP also marks a first
in at least 10 years.

A second official aware of
the matter, who asked not to be
named, said that in 2011-2012,
ITBP had got 13 battalions. The
seven battalions will be
inducted in phases and the
process will be completed by
2025-26, said the official .

“ITBP will now have 63 bat-
talions. This will also make the
paramilitary force the fourth
largest in numbers. Until now,
it was the fifth largest paramil-
itary force,” the official added.

ITBP currently has 176 bor-
der outposts in the border
areas of Arunachal Pradesh.
The process of setting up 47
additional outposts and 12
staging camps is already in
motion since 2020.

ITBP guards nearly 3,488
frontier along the India-China
border across Himachal Pra-
desh, Ladakh, Kashmir, Uttara-
khand, Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh, and currently has
88,000 personnel. “The new
sector in Arunachal Pradesh
will be headed by a DIG rank
officer. The 9,400 personnel
would be posted at the existing
border outposts and the 47
ones that are being set up,” the
official added.

Of particular strategic
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THE DECISIONS
COME AMID
HEIGHTENED
TENSIONS WITH
CHINA ALONG LAC
SINCE CLASHES AT
GALWAN IN 2020
KILLED 20 INDIAN
SOLDIERS AND AN
UNKNOWN NO. OF
CHINA PERSONNEL

importance to India in the
region is the Shinkun La tun-
nel, to be constructed at an
altitude of 16580 feet to allow
the continuous supply of
troops and equipment
throughout the year, even
when the other two routes to
the region are inaccessible due
to snow. The road is also shel-
tered from both Pakistani and
Chinese long-range artillery or
missile firing and was used by
the army to send arms and
ammunition to East Ladakh in
2020.

Currently there are two
highway routes to Ladakh --
Srinagar-Kargil-Leh and Mana-
1i-Upshi-Leh. The tunnel on the
Nimu-Padam -Darcha road will
be complete by December 2025
along with the approach roads.
A government spokesperson
said that the total expenditure
will be Rs 1,681.512 crore. “The
Nimu Padam Darcha is the

KKK K KKk K

shortest route and has only
one pass, which is the Shinkun
La. A tunnel on the Shinkun La
will ensure the shortest all-
weather connectivity for
Ladakh and faster deployment
of military supplies too. There-
fore Shinkun La tunnel and all
approach roads on both sides
have been approved,” said the
spokesperson.

The spokesperson added
that not only will Ladakh be
connected with the other parts
of the country throughout the
year, but the construction will
also ensure development of the
region, ensure supply chain in
winter months and movement
of military supplies.

The government has focused
on ensuring that human settle-
ments on the frontiers are not
abandoned due to a lack of eco-
nomic, health care and educa-
tion opportunities because
local residents provide critical
intelligence.

“The scheme will aid to
identify and develop economic
drivers based on local, natural,
human, and other resources of
the villages on the northern
border and the development of
growth centres on Hub and
Spoke Model through the pro-
motion of social entrepreneur-
ship, empowerment of youth
and women through skill
development and entrepre-
neurship,” the MHA statement
added.

In the briefing, Thakur also
announced that the cabinet
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had approved a slew of steps
aimed at strengthening the
rural sector, including setting
up Primary Agricultural Credit
Societies or PACS, and dairy
and fishery cooperatives with
an outlay of Rs 20 lakh crore.

“The government will set up
PACS and viable dairy and fish-
ery cooperatives in each
uncovered panchayat and vil-
lage in coastal areas and in
those having large water bod-
ies. Initially, India will target to
establish 2 lakh multipurpose
cooperatives and PACS in the
next five years. The plan will
be implemented with the con-
vergence of other schemes by
leveraging the whole of gov-
ernment approach,” Thakur
said.

The Cabinet cleared the
signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding(MoU) between
India and Chile for cooperation
in agriculture and allied sec-
tors.

Retired IPS officer Prakash
Singh, who was also the
director general of the Border
Security Force, said the moves
showed the government’s
intent to strengthen the bor-
der. “China is an unpredicta-
ble neighbour. ITBP is among
our first line of defence.
Because of the recent incidents
of Chinese activities, it is natu-
ral for the government to
strengthen the border. It is
essential to increase the man-
power for our forces at the bor-
der,” he added.



