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SOWING SEEDS OF GROWTH.
IFFCO may anchor new co-operative

— Bharatiya Sahakari Beej Samit — to tap
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IFFCO may anchor new co-op
to tap 340,000-crore seed market

GAME-CHANGER. New entity may rope in 63,000 PACs for retailing, pose a challenge to the private sector

Prabhudatta Mishra
New Delhi

A new seed co-operative pro-
posed to be named Bharatiya
Sahakari Beej Samit (BSBS) is
likely to start operating this
month, potentially taking
away a sizeable revenue from
the private sector in the
%36,000-crore domestic seed
market.

Earlier this week, the Union
Cabinet approved the estab-
lishment of the multi-State
seed co-operative society
along with a national export
societyanda national co-oper-
ative society for organic
products.

The co-operativewillbeloc-
ated inside IFFCO’s corporate
office. The co-operativehas of -
ficially been mandated to tap
the potential in the unex-
plored %40,000-crore seed
market. Farmerswill use a part
of their own crop as seeds,
while BSBS will dent the exist-

ing market dominated by the
private  sector ~when it
launches its operations, ex-
pertssaid.

SHARE CAPITAL

“The Government is facilitat-
ingits formationand there will
be no direct shareholding. All
the 63,000 primary agricul-
tural credit societies (PACS)
will be roped in to retail the
seeds to be sold by the new
multi-state co-operative,” said
Gyanesh Kumar, Secretary,
Co-operation.

He said BSBS will have an
authorised share capital of
500 crore.

IFFCO may play the role of
anchor promoter given its
wide reach through a network
of thousands of co-operatives
atvillage levels, sources said.

The National Seeds Cor-
poration and Indian Council
of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) willbe co-opted on the
BSBS board as expert mem-
bers. ICAR has been asked by
the Government to provide

SEEDS OF GROWTH. The co-operative has the potential to sell 415 lakh quintals of seeds

breeder seeds and technolo-
gical support tothe new co-op-
erative to kick-start its
activities.

Of the annual requirement
of 787 lakh quintals seeds, the
actual availability through or-
ganised retails is about 372
lakh quintals, leaving an un-
tapped potential for 415 lakh

quintals which come from the
farmers’ own crops as well as
fromneighbours, officials said.

“It has been seen that there
is 15-20 per cent yield im-
provement when farmers
move to certified seeds from
farm-saved seed (FSS),” Ku-
mar said. As many as 29 crore
members of co-operative soci-

eties, largely marginal farmers
and people from lower income
groupsin rural areaswillbe the
target of BSBS so that quality
inputs reach them at least or
no cost, the official said. Many
of the Central schemes in seed
distribution may also be
routed through BSBS, the offi-
cial said.
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