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Jan aushadhi units to
be opened at 2,000
farm credlt soc1et1es

Th|s |mportant demsnon w:II not only increase the income of PACS
and create employment opportunities but also make medicines
available at affordable prices to the people, Amit Shah said

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Two thousand
primary agricultural credit
societies (PACS)willbeiden-
tified to open Pradhan Man-
tri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi
Kendras (PMBJK) by the
end of this year.

While 1,000 Jan Aushadhi
Kendras will be opened by Au-
gust, remaining 1,000 will be
opened by December: The de-
cision on this was taken Tues-
day in a meeting of Union
home and cooperation minis-
ter Amit Shah with minister
of chemicals and fertilisers
Mansukh Mandaviya.

“This important deci-
sion will not only increase
the income of PACS and cre-
ate employment opportuni-
tiesbutalsomake medicines
available at affordable pric-
es to the people, especially
those living in rural areas,”
said the ministry of cooper-
ation in astatement.

The PMBJK is opened to
provide quality medicines at
affordable prices to the mass-
es through dedicated outlets.
They provide generic medi-
cines at much lesser price.
The potency of these medi-
cines isthe sameas that of ex-
pensive branded medicines
available in the open market.

So far, more than 9,400
PMBJK have been opened
across the country. Total 1,800
types of medicines and 285
medical devices are available
in these Jan Aushadhi Ken-
dras. Medicines at such cen-
tres are available at 50% to
90% lesser rate in compari-
sontothebranded medicines.

The eligibility criteria
for theindividual applicants
to open PMBJK is to have D.
Pharma/B. Pharma degree.
Any organisation, NGO,
charitable organisation and
hospital canapply for this by
appointing B.Pharma /
D.Pharmadegree holders.

“For opening Pradhan
MantriBhartiyaJan Aushad-
hi Kendra at least 120 square
feet space either privately
owned or rental should be
available. The application fee
for Jan Aushadhi Kendra is
Rs 5,000. Women entrepre-
neurs, Divyang, Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and
Ex-Servicemen come under
Special Category. Aspiration-
al Districts, Himalayan
Mountain Region, North-
Eastern States and Islands
are in Special Areas. There is
an exemption in application
fee for applicants from spe-
cial categories and special ar-
eas,” said the ministry.
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2,000 PACS to open
Jan Aushadhi centres

NEW DELHI: The Centre has
allowed 2,000 Primary Agricul-
tural Credit Societies (PACS) to
open PM Bhartiya Jan Aushad-
hi Kendras by year-end. s
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2,000 PACS can open
Jan Aushadhi Kendras

THE COOPERATION MINISTRY on
Tuesday said the government has
decided to allow 2,000 primary
agricultural credit societies (PACS)
to open Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Jan Aushadhi Kendras.Around
1,000kendras will be opened by
August,the restby December. PTI
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ACROSS INDIA BY

DECEMBER END

Jan Aushadhi
Centresat PACS

New Delhi: The Central govern-
ment on Tuesday decided to
allow 2,000 Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS) toopen
Pradhan MantriBhartiya Jan
Aushadhi Kendras across the
country by December end, this
year--amovetoincrease the
income of PACS and create emp-
loyment opportunitiesas well as
medicinesavailable at affordable
prices to people. 2,000 PACS
across the country will be identi-
fied toopen PM Bhartiya Jan
Aushadhi Kendras.—OPB
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Suresh Prabhu panel on co-operative
policy to submit report next month

—
Our Bureau
New Delhi

The 49-member committee headed
by former minister Suresh Prabhu
working on the draft national cooper-
ation policy has been asked to submit
its report next month, keeping in
mind Centre-State relations, since
cooperatives are a State subject. The
likely recommendations may include
setting up national-level cooperatives
and expansion of primary agricultural
credit societies (PACS), which have
already been announced by the
Centre, sources said.

Cooperation Minister Amit Shah
shared his inputs when panel mem-
bers, including Chairman Prabhu,
met him on Monday, an official state-
ment said.

As the committee was formed in

September 2022, Shah asked the
panel to finalise the report and sub-
mit it in July, sources said. He also ad-
vised the committee to draft the re-
commendations  carefully, after
taking inputs from stakeholders in-
cluding States, Central ministries,
and national cooperatives, the
sources said.

CHANGED ECONOMIC SCENARIO
The current policy on co-operation
was formulated in 2002; the need fora
new national policy arose to deal with
the changed economic scenario and
to realise Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of ‘Sehkaar se Sam-
riddh?, the Cooperation Ministry
said.

“As per the guidance received from
the Minister of Cooperation, the
committee will prepare the revised
draft,” the ministry said.
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