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Awelcomeplan
forgrains storage

he government’s decision to make big improve-

I mentsinthe grainstorage capacity iswelcome,asa
good partofthefood grainsharvestedin the country
hasbeen goingwaste for variousreasons. The Union cabi-
nethasapprovedanew programmeworth Rs1lakh crore
toaugmentthe country’s grain storage capacity from the
current 145 million tonnes to 215 million tonnes. When
completed it will be the “world’s s largest grain storage

plan”. The planisto build storage facilities in every block,

which will have a capacity of between 500-2,000 tonnes.
There will be a pilot project in 10 districts before the pro-
grammeis scaled up. The entire plan will be overseen by
aninter-ministerial team. The governmenthassaid thatit
willaddress the shortage of grainstorage facilities, create
decentralisedstorage capacity, preventfood wastage, and
generate employment.

If the programme is successfully implemented, it will
mean a major leap for the country’s agricultural econo-

:my. Setting up modern storage facilities at the block level

through Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS)

will help farmers to get a fair price for their produce and

for a larger portion of it than cur-
rently. At present, the country’s § o
storage capacity is less than half . SEI[ (B
of its grain production of over 320 - § ;

- million tonnes. As the godowns gr§mme will
are unable to store more food [HIHILES G [T
grains, a good part of the produce for an addition-
is exposed to pest attacks and in- [
clementweather. Thegovernment [l AU
told the Lok Sabha in December tonnes
last year that post-harvest losses

were in the range of 4-6% for ce-

reals and 5-8% for pulses. Itis esti-

mated that thisamounts to Rs 50,000 crore, or about 1%
ofthe GDP. The country cannotafford suchlargewastage
when millions of people go hungry every day. Inadequate
storage facilities also force farmers to resort to distress
sale of their produce. There will be considerable savings

in other ways, too, as the programme will help to reduce

the costoffood transportationtothe Food Corporation of
India’s (FCI) procurement centres and from warehouses
tofair priceshops. Itisalsonecessarytoensure thatthere

is no wastage of grains when climate change is feared to -

posea challenge to food production in the coming years.

According to the plan, the credit societies will be ena-

bled to diversify their activities. They will also function as
procurement centres for State agencies or the FCI and
as fair price shops for farmers. Steps will also be taken

 to computerise them and to make them more efficient. -

Financial allocations have been made for this. Buta large
- numberof PACSinthe countryare dysfunctionaland they
needtoberevived first.
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Panel to prepare revised
draft of co-op policy

A49-MEMBER
COMMITTEE headed by
former minister Suresh
Prabhu on Monday
submitted the draft new national
cooperation policy to cooperation
minister Amit Shah.Arevised

draft will be prepared based on
Shah’s inputs. PTI
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